WEEK 1: God’s People, God’s Place, God’s Blessing
Before we get stuck into Ruth & Esther, this week of daily reading notes will be spent
looking at 3 key themes that shape the Bible’s overarching story of salvation. The 3
themes are: God’s People, God’s Place and God’s Blessing. Through these themes we get
to see how God has related to His people throughout human history. And seeing this will
help us get two important things: 1) God’s covenant (a special, binding agreement)
relationship with Israel; and 2) The context and background of the books of Ruth and
Esther.
DAY 1
Today, we are going to look at something called the ‘Abrahamic Covenant’. A covenant is a
promised agreement between two parties – sort of like a marriage! The Abrahamic
Covenant is between God and Abram (Abraham).
Pray + Read Genesis 12:1-3
1. God promises 3 big things to Abram here: People, Place & Blessing. Where do you see
these promises in these verses, and how are they described?
People?
Place?
Blessing?
2. What does God ask for in return? (Hint: this is a trick question)

3. How does this remind you of what God offers you in the gospel?

4. From the verses after Genesis 12:1-3, how does Abram show that he trusts God? What
can we learn about the gospel from this Abrahamic Covenant? (Hint: Hebrews 11:8-9)

Prayer: Thank God for His awesome promises! Ask Him to help you trust them.

DAY 2
Today, we are going to look at the end of Moses’ speech to the Israelites right before they
enter the land that God promised to Abraham and his descendants in Genesis 12. In Moses’
speech, he talks about the ‘Mosaic Covenant’. The Mosaic Covenant was a covenant
between God and Israel, given through Moses at Mount Sinai (Exodus 20).
Pray + Read Deuteronomy 28:1-19
1. Does anything stand out to you from this passage? Got any questions?

2. Use the table below to compare the Mosaic and Abrahamic Covenants.
What’s the same ?

What’s different?

3. Which of the two Covenants do you reckon is most like the gospel? Why?

4. Why is it good news that the gospel is more like the first Covenant?

Prayer: Thank God for the Gospel of Grace! Ask God that you would never rely on works to
be saved, but faith alone.

DAY 3
Today, we are going to look at the end of the book of Joshua. Here you’ll read about Israel’s
victory in battle with the nations who were disobedient to God. Through these victories,
Israel got the land that God had promised to Abraham and his descendants.
Pray + Read Joshua 21:43-45
1. What are some of repeated words/ideas in these verses? What is Moses emphasising?

2. What do these verses show you about God’s sovereignty (His control over everything)
and faithfulness?

3. Make a list of some promises that God has made to you in the gospel. If you need some
inspiration, here are a few verses: 1 Peter 1:3-4, Romans 8:31-39, James 1:15,
Philippians 4:19.

Prayer: Thank God for His incredible promises and for His unending faithfulness to His
people.

DAY 4
Today we are going to read about the lowest, saddest point in Israel’s history in the Old
Testament. The small, remaining group (remnant) of God’s people are sent from the
promised land (exiled) into Babylon.
Pray + Read 2 Chronicles 36:15-23
1. Draw a couple of mini pictures to summarise what happens in these verses.

2. How would you describe the spiritual state of God’s people (Israel) in these verses?

3. Do you remember God’s promises in Deuteronomy 28 of what would happen if the
Israelites didn’t obey God? How did God keep those promises in this passage?

4. What hope was there for Israel in this passage? (v 22-23)

5. What is surprising about this hope given what God said would happen to Israel if they
were disobedient?

6. What does this show you about God?

Prayer: Spend some time saying sorry to God for the times that you’ve rebelled against Him
and His commands this week. Thank God that He is a God who loves to show mercy!

DAY 5
Today we are going to flick forward to the end of your Bible where you’ll read about the end
of history and the future hope for all of God’s people.
Pray + Read Revelation 21:1-7
1. What do you love about these verses? Is there something that particularly stands out?

2. What were the three things that God promised to Abram in Genesis 12?

a. Who are the people of God in this passage?

b. What do you learn about the final place that God promises His people in this passage?

c. What does it look like to be blessed by God in this passage?

3. How do these verses show God keeping His promises to Abram?

Prayer: Use the space below to write a prayer. Include things like thanking God for His
promises and the future hope He’s given us and ask Him for help to always trust His
promises.

NOTES / PRAYER POINTS / QUESTIONS

WEEK 2: God’s Kindness
DAY 1
Pray + Read Ruth 1:1-2
1. Read Deuteronomy 28:15-18. Why do you think there was a famine in Israel at this
time?

2. Elsewhere in Deuteronomy God says not to “seek a treaty of friendship” with the
Moabites “as long as you live.” Was Elimelek’s decision a good one? Why/why not?

3. Have a think about the time we live in now. Do you think the average Aussie lives
obeying God or doing whatever seems good to them?

4. Have there ever been times when you have chosen to look for satisfaction away
from God?

Prayer: Ask God for forgiveness for the times where you have done whatever seemed good
to you, instead of living with Jesus as King. Pray that God would help you to follow Jesus and
always be satisfied in Him.

DAY 2
Pray + Read Ruth 1:3-5
1. Deuteronomy 7:3 God says “Do not intermarry with them. Do not give your daughters
to their sons or take their daughters for your sons.” According to this, what did
Elimelek’s family do wrong in verses 3-5?

2. How do we see God’s judgement in these verses? How does this show how serious sin
is?

3. If you were Naomi, how would you be feeling after all this?

4. In this time an older woman like Naomi without a husband or sons was particularly
vulnerable as she would not have been able to provide for herself, or her daughters-inlaw. Who can you think of in our society today that is particularly vulnerable?

Prayer: Pray for people in our society and/or in your life who are particularly vulnerable,
you might like to pray for those who are sick, poor, or homeless. Ask that they might find
comfort in God.

DAY 3
Pray + Read Ruth 1:6-22
1. How does Naomi feels towards God after all that has happened? (v13, 20-21) Circle the
words that you think are most appropriate:
Angry

Trusting
Abandoned

Upset

Sorry
Unchanged

Humbled

Distant
Confused

Peaceful

Confident
Offended

2. What does Naomi decide to do in verse 6? Why might this have been a hard decision?

3. Remember that on day 1, we saw that Elimelek made the wrong decision to seek refuge
away from God in Moab. What does Naomi’s decision to return to God in Israel show
about her trust in God?

4. What moments in your life have you had to choose whether to turn towards God or
away from Him?

Prayer: Ask God that you would be like Naomi and turn towards God when life gets hard.
Ask for forgiveness for the times you have turned away from Him, knowing that in Jesus we
are already forgiven.

DAY 4
Pray + Read Ruth 1:6-22
1. How does Ruth respond when Naomi tells her to go back to her family in Moab?

2. Why is this so surprising?

3. What does it reveal about Ruth’s character – that she chose to move to a foreign
country with her poor mother-in-law instead of returning to the comfort and security of
home?

4. In remaining loyal to Naomi, Ruth welcomed God into her life (v16). What comfort does
God give to those who follow him? (Hint: Acts 3:19)

Prayer: Praise God that in Jesus our sins are forgiven, and we have the promise of eternal
joy and rest in heaven.

DAY 5
Pray + Read Ruth 1:6-22
1. Naomi thought that the bad things in her life meant that God had turned against her
(v13). Use the space below to draw the events in the story that show this is not the case
(consider v6, 14 & 22).

2. Have there ever been times in your life when you doubted whether God really loves
you?

3. Read Ruth 4:13-17a. List the ways God blesses Naomi through Ruth.

4. How does this give you confidence that “in all things God works for the good of those
who love him”? (Rom 8:28)

Prayer: Praise God that even when bad things happen, and we feel alone that He is still
there working for the good of His people. Ask that God would help you to trust Him when
things get hard.

NOTES / PRAYER POINTS / QUESTIONS

WEEK 3: God’s Love
DAY 1
Pray + Read Ruth 2:1-23
1. What stands out to you in this chunk of Ruth?

2. Which characters provide and look out for Naomi?

3. Who do these characters say was really providing for Naomi? (Look at verses 10-12 to
help)

4. What can we learn from their example?

Prayer: Think of the people that have lovingly cared for and provided for you. Give thanks to
God for them.

DAY 2
Pray + Read Ruth 2:1-9
1. What characteristics of Ruth stands out to you?

2. Take a look at Deuteronomy 24:19. What is God saying that harvesters should do?

3. What role does Boaz have in providing for Ruth? (Hint: Would Ruth and Naomi have
been cared for if Boaz hadn’t followed Gods commands?)

Prayer: Give thanks to God for His concern for the vulnerable. Pray that you might work
hard, like Ruth, to provide for others. Pray that God would use you to love and care for
others.

DAY 3
Pray + Read Ruth 2:3-20
1. Why does Boaz show special kindness to Ruth? (Hint: Look at vs 11-12 and 20)

Note: Have a look at your Bible’s footnotes to understand more about the ‘guardian
redeemer’.
2. How does Boaz being Ruth and Naomi’s ‘guardian-redeemer’ help us understand why
Boaz shows special kindness to them?

3. Do you think it was an accident that Ruth “happened” to end up in Boaz’s field? What
does this show us about God?

4. Can you think of a time in your life where you know God worked in your life?

Prayer: Give thanks to God for His sovereign love and care for His people. Pray that you
would have a deep trust in God’s sovereign and loving care for you.

DAY 4
Pray + Read Ruth 2:14-23
1. If someone says they are a law-abiding citizen what kind of characteristics do you think
that person would have?

2. Read Mark 12:28-31. What do these verses say it looks like to abide by God’s law?

b. What evidence can you find in today’s passage that Boaz understands that God’s law
is all about love?

3. From the notes so far this week, what have you learned about the way God shows His
love to His people?

Prayer: Thank God for His good law. Pray that God would use you to show his love and care
for others.

DAY 5
Pray + Read Ruth 2:1-23
1. Read over chapter 2 again. What stands out to you that you didn’t appreciate the first
time?

2. “This chapter is a demonstration of God’s loving provision for the vulnerable.”. In what
ways is this shown though out this chapter?

3. Read Galatians 6:10. God commands Christians to do good to all, especially to our
Christian brothers and sisters.
a) Can you think of people in your life who show God’s kindness in their actions?

b) Can you think of times where you have found it hard to love others?

a) Can you think of some ways you can love your Christian brothers and sisters at
youth/home/school?

Prayer: Thank God for His loving care and concern for the vulnerable. Say sorry to God for
those times where you have failed to do good to others. Pray that God would provide you
with more opportunities to love and care for those most vulnerable around you.

NOTES / PRAYER POINTS / QUESTIONS

WEEK 4: God’s Provision
DAY 1
Pray + Read Ruth 3:1-14
1. In chapter 3:14, we see that Ruth could be shamed if anyone recognises her lying on
the floor. But she follows Naomi’s plan anyway. Why do you think Ruth goes along
with the plan?

2. Does following Jesus involve any risks? If so, why do you think people still follow
him?

3. What is it about Jesus that makes you willing to follow Him?

Prayer: Thank God for his Word, which shows us the trustworthiness of Jesus. Pray that God
would strengthen you to always trust and follow Jesus, no matter the cost.

DAY 2
Pray + Read Ruth 3:1-11
1. Use the table below to describe how Ruth is seen in:
Chapter 2:6-10

Chapter 3:10-12

2. How has the public image of Ruth changed? What has Ruth done that might
contribute to this change?

3. Can you see any moments of Ruth’s life that remind you of Jesus?

Prayer: Thank God for the perfect obedience of Jesus, and that God has made Jesus’
righteousness our own through the Gospel! Pray that you might grow in a godly character

like Ruth’s, through kindness to others in quiet, humble, and hardworking obedience to
God.

DAY 3
Pray + Read Ruth 3:1-18
1. In verse 10, we see Boaz’s reaction to Ruth. Use emoji’s or drawings to show his
reaction.

2. Is this how you would expect Boaz to react? How else do you think Boaz could have
reacted?

3. In chapter 2:1, Boaz is called ‘a man of standing’. Write a list of traits that stand out
to you about Boaz’s character.

4. From the list you made, think about which traits match the traits of Jesus. What
other traits could you add to the list that could describe Jesus?

Prayer: Thank God for revealing Jesus to you and calling you to put your trust in Him.
Pray that you might grow in godly character like Boaz, through kindness, generosity,
trustworthiness, and willingness to protect the vulnerable.

DAY 4
Pray + Read Ruth 3:1-18
1. Naomi had a prayer for Boaz in 2:19-20. How can we see this prayer being answered
through chapter 3?

2. Look back at Boaz’s prayer for Ruth in 2:12. How can we see Boaz’s prayer being
answered through chapter 3?

3. From these examples what can we learn about how God answers prayers?

4. Use the table to compare vs 1 with vs 17.
Ch3 vs1
“One day Ruth’s mother-in-law Naomi
said to her, ‘My daughter, I must find a
home for you, where you will be well
provided for.”

Ch3 vs17
“He gave me these six measures of
barley, saying, ‘don’t go back to your
mother-in-law empty-handed’”.

What does this comparison about Ruth, reveal about how God works through
human plans?

Prayer: Take a moment to pray for those in need in your life. Pray that God would provide
for them. Pray also that God would use your efforts to answer this prayer.
Write these prayers down somewhere so that you can look back on them in time and give
thanks to God for any answers to them.

DAY 5
Pray + Read Ruth 3:1-18
1. Chapter 3 is full of human plans, actions and kindness.
a) What can we learn about the authority of God?

b) What can we learn about God’s kindness to his people?

2. In what ways is God in control of human plans in the Gospel? (Hint: Acts 2:23)

3. How do we see God’s kindness to His people in the Gospel? (Hint: Romans 8:28-32)

Prayer: Give thanks to God for His control over all things, even human plans and actions.
Give thanks to God for His sovereign kindness to you in Jesus. Pray you would have
assurance through trusting God in His sovereignty.

NOTES / PRAYER POINTS / QUESTIONS

DAY 1

WEEK 5: God’s Redeemer

Pray + Read Ruth 4:1-10
1. Compare Boaz with the unnamed guardian-redeemer.
a. What does the unnamed man’s change of heart reveal about his character?

b. In contrast, what does Boaz’s willingness to redeem Ruth reveal about his
character?

2. How is Boaz’s redemption of Ruth costly? How does this remind you of Jesus’
redemption of you? (See Mark 10:45 and Philippians 2:3-8)

Prayer: Thank God for sending His Son to save. Thank God for Jesus’ obedience, which
meant that you could be redeemed. Pray that you might have the same attitude as Jesus, in
humility and costly service of others. Pray that, by His Spirit, God might enable you to be
obedient to Him even in the hardest circumstances.

DAY 2
Pray + Read Ruth 4:11-17
1. David (verse 17) is a key player in God’s plan to save the world. How does this add
significance to the story of Ruth?

2. How has God worked to care for Naomi? Where have we seen her recognise God’s
care for her?

3. What role has Naomi played in this chapter? How does this remind you of the Gospel?
(Compare to Ephesians 2:8-9)

Prayer: Acknowledge God’s work in your life by giving thanks to Him for His care and
provision. Give thanks to God for His Gospel of grace alone!

DAY 3
Pray + Read Ruth 4:16-22
1. What stands out to you about the way this book ends?

2. God will make David the king of Israel and rescue the people of Israel through him.
Knowing this, what does the end of Judges 21:25 (the book just before Ruth) and the
end of Ruth teach us about:
a. God’s work through hard times?

b. God’s kindness to Israel?

c. God’s kindness to you? (Compare with Matthew 1:1)

Prayer: Thank God for His sovereignty over all things. Thank God for His Grace toward
sinners. Thank God for saving sinners in giving us a king in Jesus Christ. Pray that God would
be merciful to many, and that He would turn many more sinners to Jesus in repentance and
faith.

DAY 4
Pray + Read Ruth 4:1-22
1. Look back over the entire chapter. How has the book of Ruth been a story of God’s
unseen rescue? Make a list of all the moments where God has been working behind the
scenes.

2. There have been two explicit actions of God, which the author has drawn our attention
to in the book of Ruth. See if you can find them).
a. What do these details add to the story as a whole?

b. What do these details teach us about humanity’s reliance on God? (See Psalm 127)

3. Can you think of areas of your life where you tend to rely on yourself and forget God?

Prayer: Pray that God would help you be humble and mindful of your reliance on Him.
Give thanks to God for all that He has graciously given you in the Gospel and in life.
Remind yourself daily of your reliance on God by inviting your heavenly Father to work in
the details of your life through prayer (See Philippians 4:6-7.)

DAY 5
Pray + Read Ruth 1:1-5 and 4:13-22
1. Ruth is often interpreted as a love story between Ruth and Boaz, or between Ruth
and Naomi. What are some other ways you could frame this book as a love story?
(See if you can come up with more than one.)

2. Which character in the book of Ruth best represents the Christian today? How could
you use the book of Ruth to teach the glories of the Gospel? (Compare with Luke
15:11-31)

3. How often do you think of the Gospel as a real love story? How might thinking of the
Gospel in this way help you in:
a. Your personal relationship with God the Father?

b. Your personal evangelism (talking to people about Jesus)?

Prayer: Thank God that in His sovereign love, even in Naomi’s day, He was working to save
you in Jesus. Pray that God would help you rely solely on Jesus, your guardian-redeemer, for
salvation. Pray for your friends and family, that they would come to know God as Father in
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

NOTES / PRAYER POINTS / QUESTIONS

DAY 1

WEEK 6: A New Queen

Pray + Read Esther 1:1-12
1. Google a map of the Persian empire. See if you can find the key places the passage
mentions in verses 1-3 on the map. Hint: Cush is below Thebes

2. King Xerxes throws a HUGE party. List any details you see.

3. What do you think King Xerxes is trying to show about his power and kingdom by
holding this large banquet?

4. How does King Xerxes treat his wife Vashti in verses 10-11?

5. How would you describe King Xerxes character from all we’ve seen?

Prayer: Give thanks to Jesus for though he is powerful, he is humble and gave himself up for
us by coming to earth and facing the humiliation and pain of the cross.

DAY 2
Pray + Read Esther 1:1-8
1. Write down a list of some of the rich and powerful people in our world today, (e.g.
movie stars) and the ways they show off their wealth and power. What similarities
do you see with the way Xerxes acts?

2. When someone makes a display of power and wealth like this, what does it show is
important to them?

3. In the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew, Jesus urges us: “Do not store up for
yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves
break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and
vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal” (Matthew 6:1920). The Apostle Paul also says, “what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is
eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18).
a) What are some “treasures on earth” which we, like King Xerxes and
Hollywood celebrities, are tempted to see as important?

b) What could it look like for you to ‘store up for yourselves treasures in heaven’
rather than possessions here on earth?

Prayer: Ask that God would help you to remember that things on this earth will perish. Ask
Him to help you to be focused on things which will matter for eternity.

DAY 3
Pray + Read Esther 1:10-22
1. After Queen Vashti refuses to obey King Xerxes, Xerxes and his officials send out an
edict (a royal decree/official order vs 1:19). Look at verses 20-22. What was Xerxes
trying to achieve?

2. If Xerxes was trying to show and maintain his power and authority, how does this
edict actually achieve the opposite? What does it expose about him to his entire
kingdom? (Hint: check vs 17-18)

3. The Persians knew Xerxes as the ‘king of kings’ (Ezra 7:12). The Bible also uses this
title to describe the Lord Jesus Christ, the ultimate king! (Revelation 17:14) From
what you know about Jesus, how is Jesus a far greater king than Xerxes?

Prayer: Thank God that Jesus is a far greater king than Xerxes and any other rulers we have.
Thank Him that he is a good and just king who is in complete control. Ask God to help you
trust and live with Jesus as your king.

DAY 4
Pray + Read Esther 2:1-20
1. Verses 5-7 can be a bit confusing to understand but what can you learn about
Mordecai and Esther from those verses?

2. Esther becomes Queen and Xerxes throws her a banquet! Esther is obedient to
Mordecai and is probably obedient to Xerxes too. How does this resolve the
‘problem’ raised in chapter 1? (See 1:12)

This is the end of the first ‘episode’ in the book of Esther. But it’s an uncomfortable end!
The Persian King Xerxes has found a new wife in Esther, but she is one of God’s chosen
people – the Jews! Esther is now married to a pagan (an idol worshipper) and she is hiding
her true identity as a Jew. This seems like a concerning situation for Esther to be in! Yet, as
we read on, we will see that God is quietly at work to bring about good for His people…
Prayer: Thank God for the way he works to bring about good in every situation – even the
tricky ones! Ask God to help you trust and rely on Him, even when things don’t appear
good.

DAY 5
Pray + Read 1 Corinthians 1:26-31
Today we’ll think about the question: ‘What does Esther 1-2 teach us about God and about
ourselves?’ 1 Corinthians will help us answer this question.
1. This passage describes who it is God calls to Himself. Looking at verses 26-29…
a. Who does God choose to save?

b. What reasons does the passage give for why God chooses these people in
particular? (Nullify means to make something useless)

2. Remember the main characters from Esther 1-2: King Xerxes, Queen Vashti, Esther,
and Mordecai. Out of these characters, who are the ‘powerful’, and who are the
‘weak’? Place each on this scale:
Weak ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Powerful

3. Just like God chose the young, orphaned, minority girl Esther to become Queen, God
chooses to save the ‘lowly’ through Jesus Christ. How does remembering this, help
you to be humble and give God the glory in everything?

Prayer: Thank God for choosing to save you! Ask Him to help you to remain humble and to
give glory to Him for everything.

NOTES / PRAYER POINTS / QUESTIONS

WEEK 7: The Plot Against God’s People
DAY 1
Pray + Read Esther 2:21–3:6
1. Who saved the King’s life (2:22) and who is honoured by the King (3:1)? Is it the
same person?

2. In this passage Mordecai refuses to bow down and pay honour to Haman.
a. Why do you think this is?

b. What was the result of Mordecai’s refusal?

3. In the beginning of the Old Testament the Jews (God’s people) and the Amalekites
(Haman’s people) were enemies. How does knowing this help us understand
Haman’s reaction to Mordecai?

4. In this passage we can see that Mordecai refused to honour Haman because
Mordecai’s honour is for God only. Are there any parts of your life that you do not
fully honour God with?

Prayer: Ask God that he would help you honour Him in these parts of your life.

DAY 2
Pray + Read Esther 3:7–15
1. In verse 7, a dice is rolled to choose the date that all the Jews would be killed.
a. In what month is the dice rolled?
b. What month is chosen for Haman’s plan?

2. Haman’s plan to kill the Jews was set to take place 11 months later.
a. Who has control of this?

b. Why do you think God planned it like this?

3. Imagine being a Jew at this time! Use drawings or emojis to describe how they might
have felt?

4. God is our rescuer. Is there anything you are struggling with at the moment that you
could ask God for help with? What are they?

Prayer: Thank God that he is in control, thank Him for sending the ultimate rescuer Jesus
and ask Him for help with anything you are anxious or worried about.

DAY 3
Pray + Read Esther 4:1–8
1. Using drawings, how did Mordecai and the Jews react?

2. In verse 3, it says that Jews engaged in fasting. Read Jonah 3:5-8. What does this
passage say about those who are fasting?

3. Unlike the situation in Jonah, the Jews here do not turn to prayer when fasting. Do
you think they should have? Why?

4. Esther who is the Queen, lives in a palace far away from the rest of God’s people.
And so, even though she is the Queen, it is revealed in verses 5-8,she does not know
about the edict to kill all the Jews. Why is Esther being separated from the other
Jews a problem? What spiritual dangers could arise for her?

5. Today we have seen the importance of prayer and being gathered with God’s
people.
a. What can you be doing to make sure you are gathering with God’s people?

b. What can you be doing to make sure you are praying to God often?

Prayer: Thank God that we live in a country that allows us to freely read his word, pray to
him and gather with his people. Ask God to help you never give up meeting with other
Christians and praying to Him often.

DAY 4
Pray + Read Esther 4:8–11
1. In verse 8, what does Mordecai want Esther to do?

2. What is Esther’s response to Mordecai?

Read Esther 4:12-14
3. It is clear that Esther did not want to reveal herself to the King in fear that she may
be persecuted with all the other Jews. Mordecai’s response in this passage brings
great warning. What is the warning?

4. Picture yourself in Esther’s shoes. She is at risk of death whether she does nothing to
save the Jews or approaches the King without being summoned. How do you think
she was feeling?

5. While we do not know what happens to Esther yet, we can see that her life is on the
line. Compare Esther’s position to Jesus and how he put his life on the line for us.
a. What are some similarities between Esther and Jesus?

b. What are some differences between Esther and Jesus?

Prayer: Thank God that Jesus willingly came and suffered and died for us to bring us back to
God, to secure us a future.

DAY 5
Pray + Read Esther 4:12 – 17
1. In verse 14 Mordecai says that “For if you remain silent at this time, relief and
deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place”. What do you think this
means?

2. Why do you think Mordecai’s confidence in God is so great?

3. Do you share the same confidence in God? Why/why not?

Prayer: Spend some time writing out a prayer to God. If you share the same confidence as
Mordecai, then you can thank God for that in your prayer. If you are not currently confident
then you could spend this time asking God to build your confidence in Him.
Dear God,

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

NOTES / PRAYER POINTS / QUESTIONS

WEEK 8: The Man the King Delights to Honour
DAY 1
Pray + Read Esther 5:1-8
1. Chapter 4 left us on a cliffhanger moment: Even though it’s against the law, Esther is
about to approach King Xerxes unannounced, not knowing if he will accept her or
put her to death for it. In verses 5:1-2, what makes us breathe a big sigh of relief?

2. In verse 3, we might have expected Esther to ask the king to undo Haman’s edict (an
instruction for the people to kill every Jew). But she doesn’t… yet. Looking at verses
4-8, what tactics does Esther use to ‘butter up’ the king before making her request?
See how many you can list.

3. It seems Esther allowed three days for fasting (i.e. going without food to ask God for
help) and for developing this cunning plan (4:16, 5:1).
a. How is this event (5:1-8) an example of both God’s complete control and our
real responsibility to act?

b. How is this an encouragement for you to both pray and act?

Prayer: Thank God that He is the Powerful One who works within and through us to bring
about His purposes. Ask Him to help you to love and obey Him today.

DAY 2
Pray + Read Esther 5:9-14
1. Read through today’s passage again, taking note of what things make Haman happy,
and what things make him sad.
HAPPY HAMAN

|
|
|
|
|

|

SAD HAMAN

2. What picture do we get of him? How would you describe his character?

3. Proverbs 16:5 says, “The LORD detests all the proud of heart. Be sure of this: They
will not go unpunished.” Since this is true, what end can we predict for Haman (and,
ultimately, for all the proud in heart)?

Prayer: Give thanks to God that He “opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble”
(James 4:6). Pray for a soft and humble heart that would trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of
your sin and pride all your days.

DAY 3
Pray + Read Esther 2:21-3:1 and 6:1-10
1. “All this was recorded in the book of the annals in the presence of the king” (2:23).
When we first read chapter 2, this seemed like a random detail for the author to
include: Mordecai saves the king, and it was written down that this happened. Why
bother to include that it was written down?! But with verse 6:1 in mind, why was it
important that this happened?

2. Likewise… in 6:1 we read that the king was having a hard time sleeping one night.
But with the rest of chapter 6 in mind, how did the king’s sleeplessness prove to be
important?

3. Even small events (like the fact that the king couldn’t sleep one night!) show the
absolute power of God. Because the king couldn’t sleep that night, Mordecai escapes
being killed, and the Jews are saved from slaughter! What seemingly random things
did God use to help bring you to salvation in Christ?

Prayer: Give thanks to God for using the things in our lives to bring us to faith in Jesus. Pray
that He would use the circumstances in the lives of others to save them.

DAY 4
Pray + Read Esther 6
1. What do you find funny in chapter 6?

2. There is something wild about Haman having to honour the man he wanted to
impale! But it is also a lesson in justice because it would have been a terrible thing
for Mordecai to be killed and for Haman to continue being honoured. What does this
event teach us about God and what he cares about?

3. What has just happened for Mordecai is a foretaste of what will come for both him
and the rest of God’s people in Esther.
a. How does it also remind you of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus?

b. How does it also remind you of what is to happen for Christians in the end?

Prayer: Ask God to give you courage to keep walking with Christ, knowing that He will
honour his people in end, even if now we are dishonoured in the eyes of the world.

DAY 5
Pray + Read Esther 7
1. Given what we know of Haman as a person, and what he planned for Mordecai, why
is it so satisfying that he meets his end in this way?

2. What does Esther call Haman in 7:6?

3. We may not typically have enemies like Haman today, who try to kill us for following
Jesus. However, other Christians in more hostile parts of the world may have more
similar experiences. How is the defeat of Haman a reminder and encouragement for
us of the ultimate end of the enemies of Christians today (e.g. sin, Satan, death, the
hostile world)?

Prayer: Ask God to bring Jesus soon, who will bring the Kingdom and finally defeat His
enemies for good.

NOTES / PRAYER POINTS / QUESTIONS

WEEK 9: Rescue and Triumph (Part 1)
DAY 1
The end of the story has almost come. Esther’s boldness has paid off, and Haman, the
“enemy of the Jews”, has been punished for his wickedness. But the king’s edict (order) for
the destruction of the Jews is still in place…
Pray + Read Esther 8:1-11
1. How did King Xerxes reward Esther and Mordecai for their actions? (See 8:1-2)

2. The king’s signet ring is mentioned four times in this passage (verses 2, 8, 10). Reread these verses. What does a signet ring do?

3. King Xerxes could not undo his previous edict. The Jews would still be attacked. How
does King Xerxes fix this? (See verses 8-11)

4. Back in Genesis 12, God made some very big promises to Abraham and his
descendants, and God is faithful to His promises. “I will bless those who bless you,
and I will curse those who curse you” (Genesis 12:3). How does God’s promises give
us confidence, knowing that through the book of Esther, the Jews would triumph?

Prayer: Although the Jews seemed to be in real danger, God is always faithful; God would be
faithful to His promise to bless His people and curse their enemies. Ask God to give you
confidence in His faithfulness, and to know deeply the security you have before Him in
Christ.

DAY 2
Pray + Read Esther 8:11-14
1. Note the similarities between Haman’s and Mordecai’s edicts (3:13-14; 9:11-13).
Haman’s Edict (3:13-14)
13 Dispatches were sent by couriers to
all the king’s provinces with the order
to destroy, kill and annihilate all the
Jews—young and old, women and
children—on a single day, the
thirteenth day of the twelfth month,
the month of Adar, and to plunder their
goods.
14 A

copy of the text of the edict was to
be issued as law in every province and
made known to the people of every
nationality so they would be ready for
that day.

Mordecai’s Edict (9:11-13)
11 The king’s edict granted the Jews in
every city the right to assemble and
protect themselves; to destroy, kill and
annihilate the armed men of any
nationality or province who might
attack them and their women and
children, and to plunder the property of
their enemies. 12 The day appointed for
the Jews to do this in all the provinces
of King Xerxes was the thirteenth day of
the twelfth month, the month of Adar.
13 A

copy of the text of the edict was to
be issued as law in every province and
made known to the people of every
nationality so that the Jews would be
ready on that day to avenge themselves
on their enemies.

2. What are the big differences between the two edicts?

3. Mordecai’s edict made sure the Jews could defend themselves against their
attackers (9:11). But, reading about war in the Bible can seem wrong or confronting
for us. When we read Esther, it is important to remember the context that God’s
people were in: They were foreigners in a pagan nation which had unjustly declared
war on them (3:13). How is Mordecai’s edict good news for the Jews?

Prayer: Pray that you would be reminded of Jesus’ victory over your enemies of sin, Satan
and death. Jesus won this victory not with a sword in His hand, but with nails through His
hands and feet, and a spear in His side. Praise God for Jesus’ sacrificial victory on the cross.

DAY 3
Pray + Read Esther 8:15-17
1. Compare 4:1-3 with 8:15-17, underlining or highlighting anything that is similar.
Response to Haman’s Edict (4:1-3)
1When Mordecai learned of all that had
been done, he tore his clothes, put on
sackcloth and ashes, and went out into
the city, wailing loudly and
bitterly. 2 But he went only as far as the
king’s gate, because no one clothed in
sackcloth was allowed to enter it. 3 In
every province to which the edict and
order of the king came, there was great
mourning among the Jews, with fasting,
weeping and wailing. Many lay in
sackcloth and ashes.

Response to Mordecai’s Edict (8:15-17)
15 When Mordecai left the king’s
presence, he was wearing royal
garments of blue and white, a large
crown of gold and a purple robe of fine
linen. And the city of Susa held a joyous
celebration. 16 For the Jews it was a time
of happiness and joy, gladness and
honour. 17 In every province and in
every city to which the edict of the king
came, there was joy and gladness
among the Jews, with feasting and
celebrating. And many people of other
nationalities became Jews because
fear of the Jews had seized them.

2. ‘Reversal’ is a key idea in 8:15-17. How have things been reversed or changed for
Mordecai and the Jews?

3. Another great reversal takes place when someone starts to trust in Jesus as Lord and
Saviour. Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Just like the Jews celebrated when they were
saved from their enemies, we should celebrate since we have been saved from sin.
How is God stirring you to be thankful day?

Prayer: Praise God that he loves and cares for His people. Ask God to help you rejoice in
thankfulness, that God sent his Son to rescue us from our sin.

DAY 4
Pray + Read Esther 9:1-19
1. Does anything stand out to you from this passage? Maybe it’s something epic,
something that surprises you, something you haven’t thought about before or could
even be a question that you have.

2. Despite the great number of Persians killed in this war, there are a few hints that the
Jews were not unjust or cruel in their actions. How can we see this in verses 10, and
15-17?

3. Some Christians today find it is strange that there is fighting like this in the Bible.
How does remembering the context the Jews were in help you to understand why
this fighting had to occur?

Prayer: Very few of us have lived in parts of the world affected by war. Give thanks to God
that He has kept so many of us from war. Pray for peace in our nation and globally.

DAY 5
Esther 8 and 9 have confronted us with war. Today, we will read Romans 12-13 to help us
think more about conflict and how Christians should respond.
Pray + Read Romans 12:17-13:5
1. In 12:17-19, Paul tells the churches in Rome to be peaceful, and not to take revenge.
Why does Paul tell them not to take revenge (vs 19)?

2. Although God is the Judge and we are not, there is still a place for punishing wrongdoing in the world (13:1-5). How are we called to relate to governing authorities?

3. Today, Christians in Australia are in a different context to God’s people in Persia in
Esther’s day. Christians are not a national group (like Israel were); we are a spiritual
group. But we do live in nations, under governing authorities. If Australia were to go
to war to fight against a terrible injustice, how should Christians think about this?
How does Romans 13 help us think about this?

Prayer: Praise God for the freedom we enjoy as a nation, bought by the sacrifice of many,
especially in World War I and II. Pray for ongoing peace, but even more so for the ongoing
spread of the gospel, which brings humanity into peace with God.

NOTES / PRAYER POINTS / QUESTIONS

DAY 1

WEEK 10: Rescue and Triumph (part 2)

Pray + Read Esther 9:20-32
1. Have a look at verses 20–22 again, what instructions does Mordecai give to the
Jews?

2. Why was the festival called ‘Purim’? (See verses 24-26)

3. “The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD” (Proverbs
16:33).
God is still not mentioned by name, even as Mordecai establishes a festival that was
to be celebrated every year. Even still, what should the festival’s name, ‘Purim’,
remind everyone about God?

4. The main celebrations we have today are Christmas, Easter, birthdays, and New
Year. What attitude and mindset should we bring to these celebrations as Christians?

Prayer: Pray that God, our Creator and Saviour, would be at the front and center in all your
thoughts. Pray that this might shape you into a person of joyful thanksgiving.

DAY 2
Pray + Read Esther 10:1-3
1. The final verses in the book of Esther are bittersweet; good news and bad news.
a. What bad news are we given in verse 1?

b. What good news are we given in verse 2 and 3?

2. How does this ‘mixed-feelings’ ending, compare to the ending we have in store for
us in heaven?

Prayer: Give thanks to God for always providing and caring for His people. Praise God for
the salvation He won for us in Christ. Pray that Jesus would return soon to put an end to all
injustice and oppression and pray for more people to be saved before then.

DAY 3
Pray + Read Esther 10:1-3 and Colossians 1:15-20
1. What are some things about Mordecai that are similar to Jesus, our ultimate Saviour
and King?

2. What is different about them?

3. Although there are many differences, one of the key ones is the way in which
Mordecai and Jesus brought about salvation. Mordecai’s enemies were impaled
upon wooden poles (Esther 9:13). Looking at Colossians 1:19, what is striking about
the way Jesus brought salvation?

Prayer: Pray with Colossians 1:15-20 open before you, praising God for the things it says
about Jesus.

DAY 4
Pray + Read Colossians 2:13-17
Over the next two days we will read Colossians 2:13-17. It is particularly relevant in light of
the book of Esther: it looks at both salvation from our enemies (verse 15), and how to think
about religious festivals (verses 16-17).
1. From verses 13-14, make a list of the things we needed saving from.

2. Verse 15 brings the spiritual realm into view. How did God defeat the evil spiritual
powers?

3. God’s rescue of His people in Esther’s day was truly wonderful. Even so, in what way
is this a much ‘bigger’ salvation?

4. Keeping Colossians 2 in mind, what are you thankful for today?

Prayer: Thank God for the salvation you have in Jesus – the forgiveness of sins and eternal
freedom from condemnation.

DAY 5
Pray + Read Colossians 2:13-17
1. Verse 16 starts with the word ‘therefore’. This means that verses 16-17 necessarily
‘flow out’ of the salvation God won for us through Christ (verses 13-15).
a. What instruction does Paul give in verse 16?

b. How does verse 14 explain why no one can judge us according to any
festival?

2. What does verse 17 teach us about Old Testament religious festivals?

3. Remember the Festival of Purim (Esther 9)? How might it function as a ‘shadow’ that
points us to Christ?

Prayer: Like the Jews did in the festival of Purim, give joyful thanks for the rescue you have
enjoyed by God.

NOTES / PRAYER POINTS / QUESTIONS

