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DAILY READING NOTES TERM 3 2015
Week

Passage

1

1 Peter 1:1-12

To God’s elect, strangers in the world.

2

1 Peter 1:13-25

Redeemed and reborn to holiness.

3

1 Peter 2:1-12

New birth, New temple, New people.

4

1 Peter 2:11-3:7

Testifying to the gospel in the social order:
live in such a way.

5

1 Peter 3:8-4:6

Suffer for doing good and for living for God.

6

1 Peter 4:7-19

Put the suffering in light of eternity and the
big picture.

7

1 Peter 5:1-14

To the leaders and closing words.

8

Prayer - Part 1

Why Pray?

9

Prayer - Part 2

How to Pray?

10

Prayer - Part 3

Priorities in Prayer.

We want to encourage each other to be on mission to our non-Christian
friends, family and contacts.
Who are you on mission to?
Make a list and start praying for them (and yourself).
Pray for three friends, once a week, for one minute (3-1-1).
List the names of your family and friends here:
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Sign up for these notes as a daily email at evchurch.info/series
How to use this book:
1. PERSONAL READING



Use this guide to help you read your Bible every day.
Scribble down your thoughts and questions each day, and remember
to pray and ask God to speak to you by His Spirit, through His Word.

2. GROWTH GROUPS



Take this guide with you to your growth group each week so you can
write down prayer points that come from the study that week and
prayer requests from the members of your group.
Let your group know who you are on mission to.

3. CHURCH



Keep this guide with your Bible and bring it with you to church.
Scribble down sermon notes in the space provided.

SUGGESTED READING

‘You Can Change’ by Tim Chester
You are not stuck and God isn’t finished with you yet!
This book is for those who are challenged by 1 Peter’s call
to be more like Jesus (1:2), to be holy (1:16) and to abstain
from sinful desires which war against your soul as you live
as strangers and exiles in the world (2:11).
This book is for new Christians wondering how they can
change and what would it look like to begin the process of change. It is also
for older Christians who might have hit a plateau in their Christian maturity,
or have been struggling for a while and feel as though they’re stuck in a rut
with porn, greed, lust, drunkenness, debauchery (1 Peter 4:4).
This book doesn’t offer a set of rules or disciplines, but it does offer good
news about how we can be changed by what God has done for us and how
trusting in the God that we serve can change us.
Each chapter begins with a practical question, which it seeks to answer
theologically, from the Bible’s perspective. The chapter then ends with a
number of personal questions for you to think and act on. This makes the
book really practical as it seeks to help people apply what they’re learning to
an area of life in which they would like to change. Theology equals action (or
‘what you think and believe shapes what you do’)!
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INTRODUCTION
1 PETER AGAINST THE TIDE
Peter wrote this letter (1:1) to “foreigners” and “exiles” (2:11) who were living
in a hostile world – a situation all Christians, even today, have in common.
To such people Peter brings a word of great hope and encouragement that
calls us to see the breathtaking privilege of being God’s chosen (1:1) “who
have been given new birth into a living hope... kept in heaven... until the
coming salvation that is ready to be revealed.” (1:3-5)
A summary of the book’s purpose comes in 5:12 where Peter says that he
has “written to you briefly, encouraging you and testifying that this is the true
grace of God. Stand fast in it.” Standing fast in the true grace of God means
going against the tide of this world, which tries to pull us in the direction it’s
going (2:11). This standing out and apart and even against is not easy, and
will result in suffering for the Christian in this lifetime.
This book has a challenging word to the church today as many tell us and
tempt us into thinking that living for Jesus in this lifetime ought to be easy and
our faith in Jesus ought not make any real difference to us or our relationship
with the world around us. 1 Peter will have none of this! The hashtag for
1 Peter could read #CrossNowGloryLater. Evidently, those who say Christianity
is for wimps have never actually read the Bible nor met the servant saviour
who suffers. Thankfully, for those of us who do feel like wimps (and those
who keep falling short), Peter encourages us that Christianity is about the
work of God in Jesus Christ and through the work of His Holy Spirit (5:12).

From: Who, Where and when?
The book starts by introducing the author as the apostle, Peter, known to
us already through the gospels. Elsewhere, he refers to himself as an elder
who has shared in the sufferings of Christ (5:1). Despite Peter’s weakness,
evidenced in his betrayal of Christ, the Acts of the Apostles reveals how
he has been changed into a Christian leader willing to stand and embrace
suffering for the sake of Christ (Acts 4:19-20).
Peter is partnered by Silas in the practical writing of this letter (5:12) and
is almost certainly based at this point in Rome – although he chooses, for
theological reasons, to call the city “Babylon” (5:13) as an indication that, like
Christians all over the world, he was still, for now, in exile.
Sources suggest that Peter died in Rome, probably at the hands of the
Emperor Nero some time after the fire in Rome in AD64. Since Nero died in
AD 68, it is likely that the letter was written at some point in the mid sixties.
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Whatever the exact date, it is almost certain that Nero was emperor at the
time of writing, which gives added extra significance to the encouragement
in 2:13-17 for Christians to honour the emperor.

To: The original recipients?
Peter wrote to Christians living in the five territories that today form a large
part of the modern state of Turkey and were within the Roman Empire (1:1).
Although there may well have been a mixture of converted Jews and Gentiles
within these churches, 1:14, 18 and 4:3-4 suggests that it is likely that the
majority were from a Gentile background.

A FOCUS ON PRAYER FOR THE FINAL THREE WEEKS OF TERM
“The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and selfcontrolled so that you can pray.” (1 Peter 4:7)
We will be focusing on prayer in the final three weeks of this term.
We want to encourage us all as the church (individually, in Growth Groups
and corporately in congregations) to have a deliberate intentional prayer
focus. Praise be to the God who listens and cares for His people!
Prayer Part 1: Why pray?
We’ll see that according to the Old Testament and Revelation, we pray
because:
 Heaven stops when we pray,
 God is powerful to answer,
 God is responsive to prayer.
Prayer Part 2: How do we pray?
We spend a week with the master looking at the ‘how’ of prayer from
the gospels.
Prayer Part 3 – Priorities in Prayer.
Our prayers reveal a lot about our true concerns and ourselves. We want
to encourage one another to be shaped and influenced by the priorities
that Paul has in his prayers throughout his letters to the early church.
“Satan laughs at our plans but trembles at our prayers” – anon.
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WEEK 1: 1 PETER 1:1-12
DAY 1

Read 1 Peter 1:1-25
1.

Repetition is a key to determining a writer’s main point. What words or
phrases occur frequently?

2.

How would you describe the tone or emotion of the chapter?

3.

Christians (those who follow Jesus) are, of all people, those who have
been privileged beyond comprehension. How does Peter make this point
in the opening twelve verses of his letter?

Prayer: Ask that God would give you a passion for His Word which is the
source of life (1:23), and a discipline to read it each and every day.
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DAY 2

Read 1 Peter 1:1-2
1.

How does Peter describe these Christians, and in what sense are all
Christians going ‘against the tide’ of this world?

2.

‘Home’ is a very powerful concept. Where do you consider your true
home to be, and how does this affect the way you see and experience
life here and now?

3.

How do you respond to the notion of being different, standing out and
going against the flow of those around you? Is it possible to be a Christian
and ‘just go with the flow’?

Prayer: Thank God He has chosen you out of this fallen world. Ask God to
give you boldness and courage to live for Him in this world and to be willing
to stand out and to be counted different. Ask God to work by His Spirit in you
to change (sanctify) you to be more like Jesus.
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WEEK 1: 1 PETER 1:1-12
DAY 3

Read 1 Peter 1:1-2
1.

What do you notice about the unity and the purpose among the three
persons of the trinity: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit?

2.

The Spirit has set us apart for the purpose of obedience to Jesus. What
does this obedience look like in the following passages of 1 Peter:

3.



1:14



1:22



2:11-12

In what ways have you become obedient to Jesus? And in what areas do
you think you require change and still greater obedience?

Prayer: Thank God that He chose you and loves you as you are. Ask that
God would help you see where you need to change and, by the work of the
Spirit, become more like Jesus.
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DAY 4

Read 1 Peter 1:3-9
1.

What can you work out about the believer’s context, or experience of life,
from this passage?

2.

What is their hope and how can they be so certain of it?

3.

What else do we learn about new birth in:


John 3:3-6



James 1:18



1 Peter 1:23

Prayer: Thank God for our “new birth into a living hope” because of Jesus’
resurrection. Ask God to strengthen our faith when we suffer. Pray for
Christians around the world who face persecution for their faith in Jesus.
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WEEK 1: 1 PETER 1:1-12
DAY 5

Read 1 Peter 1:9-12
1.

Despite their suffering, what privileges do the chosen people of God
enjoy in verses 3-8?

2.

What privilege is identified for believers in verses 9-12?

3.

What do the following passages teach us about this privilege?


Romans 15:4



1 Corinthians 10:11



Luke 10:21-24

Prayer: Pray for your 3-1-1 people (see inside cover of this booklet) and for
those whom you know might be struggling in their faith, or facing suffering.
Ask God to give you wisdom to know how you can be an encouragement
to them.
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WEEK 2: 1 PETER 1:13-25
One of the great blessings of this letter is that it is not only intensely
practical but it also keeps giving us clear theological reasoning for the
actions God commands. Christians are not merely strangers in the world
but we increasingly feel alienated as our Western society becomes more
and more divorced from its Christian heritage. Cast adrift from these
mooring the secular world struggles to explain why some things are right
and others wrong. Yet in this letter, Peter tells us how we should live and
gives us God’s reasoning as to why. 1 Peter is a call to be separate; to live
lives of holiness – and gives a clear rationale for such a lifestyle.

DAY 1

Read 1 Peter 1:13-25
1.

List each of the commands (imperatives) in this passage.

2.

What does it mean and how do you “prepare your mind for action”? Does
verse 13 suggest any answers?

3.

If the word ‘privileged’ could summarise last week’s passage , how might
this week’s passage be summarised as ‘precious’? What things in your
life are precious to you, and how could people tell?

Prayer: Ask that God would help you to be prepared and not be complacent
when it comes to living for Jesus. Ask that God would help you see and
treat Jesus as the precious pearl, beyond value and greater than all
other treasures.
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DAY 2

Read 1 Peter 1:13-16
1.

What is the dominant command of verse 13?

2.

What things in life distract or deter you from setting your hope decisively
on the things of heaven? What can you do to deal with this?

3.

What are some of the false motives when considering ourselves ‘holy’?
What reason does verse 15 provide as our motive for being holy?

Prayer: Ask God to forgive you for when you’ve placed your hope in things
other than Him. And ask God to help you remove those things that get in the
way of you ‘fully’ putting your hope on the grace of Jesus Christ.
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WEEK 2: 1 PETER 1:13-25
DAY 3

Read Leviticus 11:44-45
1.

What did it mean for Israel to be holy?

2.

What were the Israelites to consecrate (i.e., set aside as something
special) and why should they bother?

3.

What event in Israel’s history is referred to in God’s call to His people to
be holy in Leviticus 11:45, and what connection can be made between
this event and Peter’s exhortation in 1 Peter 1:19?

Prayer: Praise God that He has spoken through His prophets, through His
Son, Jesus, and through His Word in the Bible. Pray that we would live lives
to the praise and glory of God.
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DAY 4

Read 1 Peter 1:17-21
1.

What are we redeemed from, and what are we redeemed to?

2.

What was the price of that redemption?

3.

What does it mean to “live our lives… in reverent fear”? In what ways is
your life characterised by ‘reverence for God’ especially when relating to
others?

Prayer: Thank God for the price He paid to redeem you, and ask God to help
you live a life worth living in response to that price. Ask that we would live
lives in reverent fear of God, not fear of what the world thinks of us.

15

WEEK 2: 1 PETER 1:13-25
DAY 5

Read 1 Peter 1:22-25
1.

What is taught in these verses about the new life?

2.

In verse 22, what is the result of genuine conversion? List the
characteristics and qualities describing this love?

3.

What are the characteristics of God’s Word revealed in verses 23-25, and
how should this influence the priorities of church?

Prayer: Along with the Psalmist, ask that God would help us to number our
days aright so that we might have wise hearts (Psalm 90:12). Pray that our
love would be like Jesus’ love: costly, genuine, sacrificial, and beyond what
conveniences us.
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WEEK 3: 1 PETER 2:1-12
DAY 1

Read 1 Peter 2:1-12
1.

What is the newborn Christian to put off, ‘rid themselves of’, or leave
behind when they’re born again?

2.

What should Peter’s audience crave, and why?

3.

What do we learn about Jesus in:


Verse 4



Verse 6



Verse 7



Verse 8

Prayer: Praise God that He is in the business of making all things new
(including you). Ask that God would give you a hunger for His Word and
a desire to not become complacent but keep growing (2:2) as a Christian
as well as a willingness to leave sins behind. Pray for progress in your
Christian life.
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DAY 2

The book of Exodus recalls Israel being made the covenant people of God
– His particular possession among all peoples. This decisive moment in
Israel’s history is never far from Peter’s mind throughout this book because
he recognises that those in Christ fulfil all that Israel foreshadowed.

Read Exodus 19:1-11
1.

What is the background to the events described in these verses?

2.

What are the conditions that are placed on the Israelites in order for
them to be considered God’s “treasured possession”?

3.

A kingdom of priests in the midst of all the other nations – what was the
role of a priest and what does this title suggest about Israel’s role?

Prayer: Thank God for our perfect high priest, Jesus Christ, who mediates
between us and God (Hebrews 10:11-14).
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WEEK 3: 1 PETER 2:1-12
DAY 3

In the early years of the 8th Century BC, Israel’s persistent rebellion came to
a disastrous climax. Her idolatry, evil practices, godless living and distrust
of God when He offered her mercy (Isaiah 7) stretched God’s patience.

Read Isaiah 8:1-15
1.

What is God about to do to Samaria (the Northern Kingdom) and to
Judah (the Southern Kingdom)?

2.

Israel’s “rock” has been a common expression for God in the Scriptures
(Deuteronomy 32:4). What sort of rock will Israel find Him to be now?

3.

Isaiah and his disciples were a minority of faithful believers amid a
nation that had become godless. Like Peter’s readers, we too are aliens
and exiles in the world. As such, what can we learn from the warnings
God gave to Isaiah in this passage?

Prayer: That we would not ‘follow the way of the people’ around us but be
willing to go against the tide of the world around us and that we would not
fear what they fear.
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DAY 4

Despite Israel’s failure in the Old Testament, God held out the promise of
future blessing for those scattered ones whom He would gather from the
nations and redeem (Isaiah 49:8ff, Hosea 2). Today’s passage contains Old
Testament symbolism that speaks of these promises fulfilled.

Read 1 Peter 2:4-10
1.

Why are we called living stones in verse 5? What is God at work to do?

2.

The Old Testament priests were to offer sacrifices, and yet in the New
Covenant of Christ, the one necessary sacrifice for sin has been made
(Hebrews 10:11-14). The sacrifices we are to offer are “spiritual sacrifices”
(verse 5). What do we learn about this from the following passages?


Romans 12:1-2, 15:15-16



Philippians 4:18



Hebrews 13:15-16

Prayer: Pray that your life would be a spiritual act of worship pleasing
to God.
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WEEK 3: 1 PETER 2:1-12
DAY 5

Read 1 Peter 2:7-10
1.

What is being contrasted by the repetition of the words “Once” and “But”?

2.

What implications does verse 9 have for your attitude to:

3.



Other Christians?



Unbelievers?



Life?

How can you encourage yourself, and others, to declare God’s praises?

Prayer: Ask that we, both individually and communally as the church,
would shine (Matthew 5:14) this wondrous light of our Lord Jesus in
the communities in which we live (work, family, school, university).
Pray for your 3-1-1 people.
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WEEK 4: 1 PETER 2:11-3:7
Christians are a separate people – holy to God (set apart for Him) and
privileged above all others. How then should we relate to the world and
to the institutions of this world? If we’ve done our best to live peacefully
and yet are unjustly attacked, how should we respond? The issues raised
here are eminently practical but are rooted deeply again in the theology of
election and redemption.
In this weeks section, Peter directs his readers to live in such a way as to
be distinct (set apart and different) from the world around them, which will
have the affect of testifying to the Gospel in the social order. This will be
seen in three key areas of relationships:
1. Between the worldly authorities and Christians,
2. Between slaves and masters, and
3. Between husbands and wives.
The attitude and practice of submission is of central significance to Peter’s
argument. It was a Greek military term meaning ‘to arrange in military
fashion under the command of a leader.’ In non-military use, it was a
voluntary act of cooperative surrender.

DAY 1

Read 1 Peter 2:11-3:7
1.

What motive do you see for Christian living in this passage?

2.

What do you think is the difference between doing good deeds to be
seen by others and doing good deeds so that God is glorified (verse 12)?

3.

In what ways might the expression ‘In the world but not of the world’ be
a key way to understand this section?

Prayer: Ask that we will have the courage to ‘stand out and apart’ from the
world in which we live. Pray that God would help us, by His Holy Spirit, to be
the real deal.
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DAY 2

How Christians are to relate to the worldly authorities (whether
king or governor).

Read 1 Peter 2:13-17
1.

What words or phrases fill out the idea of biblical submission in verses
13, 16 and 17?

2.

How should the fact that we are “free people... servants of God” affect
the way we submit to others?

3.

How would you summarise the relationship between Christians and the
state (or the Church and state)? How does this address the idea arising
throughout church history that Christians should completely remove
themselves from the world and the governing state in which they reside?

Prayer: Thank God for the authorities that God places over us. Ask that our
current political leaders would have a concern for truth, justice and mercy.
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WEEK 4: 1 PETER 2:11-3:7
DAY 3

How Christian slaves are to relate to their worldly masters.

Read 1 Peter 2:18-22
1.

What reasons are given in these verses for slaves to submit to their
masters irrespective of the masters’ treatment of them?

2.

What is it about God that such slaves should be “conscious of”
(verse 19)? (See also 1 Peter 1:6-7; 2:12, 15)

3.

Although few of us have endured slavery, there are principles here that
still apply to us. Have you recently been hurt by another person? How do
you think Jesus might have responded had He been in your situation?
What attitudes would have enabled Him to deal with this situation in a
manner pleasing to the Father?

Prayer: Ask for help and wisdom in understanding these difficult passages
of the Bible. Pray that we would have a greater appreciation for, and in, Jesus
as we contemplate the horrors of the injustice He faced by sinful humanity.
Pray that we would respond to matters of injustice in ways pleasing to the
Father. Thank God for the significant influence of the Bible in the abolitionist
movement, and for the significant contribution of Christian leaders through
its history, such as William Wilberforce.

26

DAY 4

The basis of all Christian ethics is Jesus Himself and it is to His example
that Peter turns to illustrate his point about submission.

Read 1 Peter 2:21-25
1.

What does the quotation of verse 22 establish about Jesus’ suffering
(compare verses 19-20)?

2.

According to verses 24-25, Jesus’ suffering was goal-focused. What was
the goal of His suffering? (See also Hebrews 12:2, 1 Peter 1:3)

3.

Consider these words again: “Instead he entrusted himself to him who
judges justly” (verse 23). What confidence underlies this attitude? How
is the example of Jesus helpful to you?

Prayer: Thank God that He is concerned for justice and that He dealt with
our sin once and for all when Jesus suffered on the cross in our place.

27

WEEK 4: 1 PETER 2:11-3:7
DAY 5

The third type of relationship that concerns the Christian’s ‘good manner of
life among the pagans’ (2:12) is that of husbands and wives. Since Peter’s
concern is to discuss the interactions of Christians with the unbelieving
world, it is essential for his first readers (and for us) that he deal with the
important issue of marriage in which one partner is not converted.
The New Testament had a profound impact on the place of women in society.
A common expectation during Biblical times was that women were inferior
since they were minors under both Jewish and pagan law. Furthermore, it
was expected that they would simply follow the religion of their husbands.
In contrast, the New Testament affirms that men and women are of equal
value before God (1 Corinthians 11:11-12) and equals in salvation (Galatians
3:28). In addition, the gospel message gave women in particular a new
dignity and freedom (1 Peter 2:16) within the gathering of believers that they
did not enjoy elsewhere in society. It is readily recognised that such freedom
might easily lead to a scandalous rejection of their husband’s authority
(1 Corinthians 11:2-16). This background is important for understanding
Peter’s comments here.

Read 1 Peter 3:1-7
1.

List the attitudes and behaviours that wives are encouraged to pursue
and those they are to avoid.

2.

What is the significance of the recurrence of the expression “in the
same way”?

3.

Although not forbidding wives to share the gospel with their spouses, how
does this passage advise wives to seek the conversion of unbelieving
husbands?
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4.

What two characteristics of their wives should husbands consider, and
what effect should this knowledge have in practical terms?

Prayer: Thank God for the difference between males and females, and for
the equality we share before God in Christ.

PRAYER POINT AND NOTES
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WEEK 5: 1 PETER 3:8-4:6
DAY 1

Read 1 Peter 3:8-12
1.

How are Christians to act towards one another?

2.

What does it mean to ‘bless’ those who treat us badly or insult us
(verse 9)? Is there anyone in particular who comes to mind when
reflecting on this challenge?

3.

What is the blessing “that you may inherit” in verse 9?

Prayer: Pray that your response to suffering might be like that
of Jesus. Thank God that until now you have not suffered to the point of
shedding blood.
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DAY 2

Read Psalm 34
1.

How does this Psalm relate to 1 Peter? What similarities can you identify?

2.

Who does God rescue and redeem in this Psalm?

3. What kind of commitment can you make regarding controlling your
tongue? Commit today to not let one bit of evil or deceitful speech cross
your lips.

Prayer: Ask that your words and actions today would build up and bless,
rather than tear down or destroy.
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WEEK 5: 1 PETER 3:8-4:6
DAY 3

Read 1 Peter 3:13-16
1.

What commands does Peter give his readers here?

2.

What are the kinds of things those around us fear and to what extent do
you have the same fears (verse 14)?

3.

What does it mean to “set apart Christ as Lord”?

4.

How have you gone with this year’s Summer Series survey question?
To whom are you on mission? Is there a way that you can better prepare
yourself to set forward the hope you have?

Prayer: Ask that God would give you a spirit of boldness and not of fear.
Pray for your 3-1-1 people and ask that God’s mercy would rain down on the
people of the Central Coast.
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DAY 4

Read 1 Peter 3:17-22
1.

What do we learn about Christ’s sufferings in this passage?
(especially in 3:17, 18, 22 and 4:1)

2.

Verse 18 contains the language of substitutionary atonement: the death
of the innocent victim on behalf of the sinner. What does Isaiah 53:9-12
tell you about the sufferings of the Messiah?

3.

What hope does today’s passage provide for you when you
suffer unjustly?

4.

Are you confused about the “spirits in prison”? Join the gang! and see
the section following Day 5, titled ‘Thinking Further � Who are the spirits
in prison?’.

Prayer: Praise God that: “Because the sinless Savior died, My sinful soul is
counted free; For God, the Just, is satisfied to look on Him and pardon me.”
(from the Hymn, ‘Before the throne above’.)
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WEEK 5: 1 PETER 3:8-4:6
DAY 5

Read 1 Peter 4:1-6
1.

How would you summarise Peter’s encouragement to his readers in
this section?

2.

Why would you bother ‘arming yourself with the same attitude’ as that of
Christ who suffered?

3.

What do we learn about the background and experience of these early
Christians and the temptations they faced from their pagan neighbours?

4.

What ‘evil human desires’ are bubbling away in you just under the
surface, and how can you prepare yourself for the pressures you’re going
to face when it comes to your peer group? Do you have an ‘accountability
buddy’? If yes, give them a call and ask some of the hard questions.
If not, who could you ask?

Prayer: Ask God to strengthen you to live for His will and not for the evil
human desires that bubble away inside us. Pray for your accountability
buddy and their struggles. If you don’t have one, ask God that He would
provide one in your life and pray for wisdom in choosing one.
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Thinking Further- Who are the spirits in prison?
A minority in Noah’s day were saved through water and this water symbolises
baptism. In some fashion Noah’s salvation through the flood foreshadowed
Christian baptism – which saves you – as Peter tells us! Does the statement
surprise you? Much ink has been spilled over these verses, discussing the
necessity or otherwise of water baptism!
Who are the spirits in prison (verse 19)? The short answer is, many wish
they knew.
Here are some thoughts:






Some interpreters suggest Jesus went to the underworld between His
death and resurrection and proclaimed His victory to the unbelievers of
Noah’s day. But why only them?
Others think Jesus went and preached the gospel to those dead
unbelievers who were given a chance to repent. This is most unlikely
and again begs the question, why only to them?
Another view is that the pre-incarnate Christ preached the gospel
through Noah to unbelievers of his day.
Yet another suggests that Jesus preached to the fallen angels
(See Genesis 6:1-4; 2 Peter 2:4).
A final view suggests that Jesus is the Spirit-anointed Messiah of
Isaiah 61.
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WEEK 6: 1 PETER 4:7-19
Understand our experience of hardship and suffering now in the broader
context, or in light of eternity. This understanding might be summarised by
the hashtag #CrossNowGloryToCome.

DAY 1

Read 1 Peter 4:7-19
1.

Have you ever felt like giving up the Christian life? What has kept
you going?

2.

According to these verses how should understanding our eternal destiny,
and the times in which we live, shape our lives in the here and now?

3.

How does “the end of all things is near!” make you clear minded about
the priority of loving your brothers and sisters deeply?

Prayer: Spend some time pondering eternity and what will be so good about
it (for those in Christ Jesus at least). Pray in response to eternity and where
you (and your friends and family) will spend it.
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DAY 2

Read 1 Peter 4:8
1.

How, or, in what way(s), does love cover over a multitude of sins? How
does this work? Where can you see this work in your own experience
(think of marriage, relationships, or even at work?)

2.

How do the following passages help us understand 1 Peter 4:8?


1 Peter 1:22



Proverbs 10:12



James 5:20

Prayer: Ponder over the nature of the world’s love, and then thank God for
His love for us in that while we were His enemies Christ died for us.

37

WEEK 6: 1 PETER 4:7-19
DAY 3

Read 1 Peter 4:9-11
1.

What is a ‘sundial in the shade’?

2.

Are you making the most of the means of God’s grace here at church?
Can you be making more of them, or could you be a means of “faithfully
administering Gods grace in its various forms” through the church?

3.

What is your ministry at church at the moment? Are you serving at
church and using the gifts God has given you, or are you like that sundial
in the shade?

Prayer: Ask that God would give you the heart to serve and the depth of love
to serve not just according to your gifts but also according to the needs at
church at this time.
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DAY 4

Read 1 Peter 4:12-17
1.

What commands (or imperatives) does Peter give his readers here?

2.

What two reasons are given for rejoicing in the midst of such suffering?

3.

This passage has been both a warning and an encouragement. What is
its impact on you?

Prayer: Thank God that in the midst of your suffering as a Christian, the
Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. Praise God that you bear the name
above all names, the only name by people can be saved.
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WEEK 6: 1 PETER 4:7-19
DAY 5

Read 1 Peter 4:17-19
1.

What do we learn about God’s judgment in this passage, and how does
it fit into the broader flow and logic of Peter’s argument in 1 Peter 4?

2.

Compare 1 Peter 4:18 with Proverbs 11:31.

3.

How would you finish this sentence, paraphrasing Peter’s conclusion
in verse 19: ‘So then, when all is said and done about suffering as a
Christian in this world…’?

Prayer: Praise God for the way in which He is simultaneously both just and
gracious on the cross of Christ. In the name of Jesus, entrust yourself, your
eternal destiny and everything into the hands of the maker, redeemer and
judge of the universe.
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WEEK 7: 1 PETER 5:1-14
What is the heart of Christian life? Our modern minds may formulate many
answers to this question but throughout this letter Peter has repeatedly
emphasised a few themes, which have at their centre one key truth: As
Christians, we follow a suffering Saviour who has been raised to new life.
This truth gives Christian life a distinctive character. As we come to this
final chapter, Peter will once again apply these things to his readers with
a special emphasis placed on the church and its leadership to which he
is writing.

DAY 1

Read 1 Peter 5:1-14
1.

What words in this chapter connect to the themes throughout the letter?

2.

How is verse 10 a fitting summary of the whole letter?

Prayer: Thank God for the leaders in the church, and ask that they be people
after God’s own heart. Pray for them, their ministries and their families.
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DAY 2

Read 1 Peter 5:1-4
1.

In what way might the hashtag #CrossNowGloryToCome be relevant to
the elders of the church to which Peter is writing? (See verse 1 and 4.)

2.

What clues does this section give for choosing church elders?

3.

Of the encouragements given here, which do you need to take to heart?

Prayer: Ask God to equip, encourage and empower the leaders of the church
as they seek to shepherd God’s flock under their care.
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WEEK 7: 1 PETER 5:1-14
DAY 3

Read 1 Peter 5:1-7
1.

How is the advice to young men and to “all of you” in verses 5 and
6 similar to that given to elders?

2.

What encouragement is given to us to be humble in our dealings with
one another?

3.

What good thing do you have today that God did not provide?

Prayer: Cast your anxieties on to God in prayer. Thank God for His generous
provision first and foremost in giving up His one and only son. Ask God for
a humble heart that depends on God for all things and that does not boast
or glory in the things of this world.
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DAY 4

Although Satan is a defeated foe, whose condemnation is assured by the
cross (Colossians 2:15, Hebrews 2:14) and whose dominion is bound with
the coming of Jesus (Mark 3:27, Revelation 12:19ff), he is still active in
seeking the destruction of believers. In the pastoral epistles, Paul describes
him as “snaring” Christians (1 Timothy 3:7; 2 Timothy 2:26).

Read 1 Peter 5:8-11
1.

What advice do verses 8 and 9 give for resisting Satan?

2.

Verse 10 is a precious statement about the sovereign grace of God in
living the Christian life from beginning to end. What are four things we
should trust God will do for those of us who belong to Christ?

Prayer: Thank God for the cross of Christ and his victory over Satan and
sin. Ask God to bless you with the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5) and for
protection against the great deceiver, Satan. Pray for the persecuted church
‘throughout the world’.
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WEEK 7: 1 PETER 5:1-14
DAY 5

Recall that this letter began as an address from the great apostle of Christ
in Rome to a persecuted minority of Christians scattered throughout the
Roman provinces of what is now modern Turkey.

Read 1 Peter 5.12-13
1.

What language in these verses speaks of the warmth and solidarity Peter
feels for those who are his brothers and sisters?

2.

What does Peter tell you here of his aim in writing? Do you know the
reality of these things for yourself?

3.

How might you help those with whom you fellowship (at church, in
Growth Group, or in ministry teams) better reflect the warmth of genuine
Christian love for one another?

Prayer: Praise God for His grace to us in Christ Jesus. Ask that we would
stand fast and not drift away. Pray that we would finish the race well and
that as we cross the finish line and enter the gates of glory we would hear
the words, ‘good and faithful servant’. #CrossNowGloryToCome
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WEEK 8: Prayer Part 1 � Why Pray?
Over the next three weeks we are focusing on prayer with the goal that we
would pray more (and more fervently). The aim of each of the readings
during this time will be to introduce you to a passage relating to prayer
and then encourage you to spend the remaining allocated time (and time
throughout your day) praying.

DAY 1

Read 1 Peter 4:7
1.

Having just finished reading through 1 Peter, in what way does
it encourage us in prayer and how does this verse in particular
encourage us?

2.

What kind of things ought we be urgent, intentional, or clear minded
about in our prayers as we understand that “the end of all things is
drawing near”?

Prayer: Pray for your 3-1-1 people and for the people at your work, school, or
in your family who still remain under the wrath of God.
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DAY 2

Read Revelation 8:1-5
1.

How is prayer described in this passage?

2.

What does Heaven do in response to the prayers of the saints?

3.

How does this imagery encourage you to pray?

Prayer: Pray in response to your answers today.
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WEEK 8: Prayer Part 1 � Why Pray?
DAY 3

Read Jeremiah 32:17-27
1.

How many times is the phrase “sovereign Lord” repeated in this passage?

2.

What other words or phrases can you identify in this prayer that points
us to God’s sovereignty, power, purposes, or will?

3.

How does appreciating God’s power influence why and how we pray?

Prayer: Pray in response to your answers today.
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DAY 4

Read Exodus 32: 9-14
1.

How does this passage challenge your view of God?

2.

Compare God’s responsive in this passage to the following:




3.

Jeremiah 26:19
Joel 2:13-14
James 5:16b-18

How should we be affected if we believed God was responsive to
our prayers?

Prayer: Pray in response to your answers today.
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WEEK 8: Prayer Part 1 � Why Pray?
DAY 5

Read 2 Kings 19:14-19
1.

In what way does this prayer encourage us to think of prayer as speaking
to a personal God who hears, sees and is concerned? (See verse 16.)

2.

What are Hezekiah’s concerns in this prayer?

3.

In what way does thinking of God as a person (with ears and eyes)
influence the way we pray?

Prayer: Pray in response to your answers today.
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WEEK 9: Prayer Part 2 � How to Pray ?
DAY 1

Read Luke 11:1-4
1.

What does the disciples question about prayer teach us?

2.

What strikes you about the way Jesus’ answer to his disciples is not “oh,
just pray whatever and God will answer”?

3.

Where and How does Jesus begin His prayer?

Prayer: Pray the Lord’s Prayer (Luke 11:2-4) and then pray in response to
your answers today.
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DAY 2

Read Luke 11: 5-13
1.

What illustrations does Jesus use in explaining how we are to pray and
how that should influence the way we pray?

2.

What exactly will the Father give to those who ask him in verse 13?

Prayer: Pray the Lord’s Prayer (Luke 11:2-4) and then pray in response to
your answers today.
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WEEK 9: Prayer Part 2 � How to Pray ?
DAY 3

Read Matthew 6:5-15
1.

How are we not to pray?

2.

Are you struck once again by the significance that Jesus speaks of what
to do (and not do) in prayer rather than simply “whatever man!”?

3.

If you split the Lord’s Prayer into two sections, what title would you give
each half?

4.

What’s that about forgiveness at the end of the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew?

Prayer: Pray the Lord’s Prayer (Luke 11:2-4) and then pray in response to
your answers today.
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DAY 4

Read John 17:6-19
1.

What is Jesus’ prayer for His disciples?

2.

What do we learn about God and Jesus from this prayer?

3.

How does Jesus pray for the world in this prayer?

Prayer: Pray the Lord’s Prayer (Luke 11:2-4) and then pray in response to
your answers today.
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WEEK 9: Prayer Part 2 � How to Pray ?
DAY 5

Read John 17:20-25
1.

What is Jesus’ prayer for all believers?

2.

How can we pray this prayer with Jesus, OR in what way can this shape
and influence the prayers that we pray for ourselves?

Prayer: Pray the Lord’s Prayer (Luke 11:2-4) and then pray in response to
your answers today.
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WEEK 10: Prayer Part 3 � Priorities in Prayer?
Do we regularly pray that God would make us worthy of his calling?
For parents, what is our greatest priority for our children? Do we ask God
to grant them good health and academic and professional success more
than we pray that they would be transformed by God’s power and grow into
Christian maturity? To what extent are our goals as parents different from
those our non-Christian neighbors have for their children? Our prayers
often give us an honest and sobering window into what we truly value.

DAY 1

Read 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12
1.

If we adopt Paul’s eternal perspective, and his practice of thanking God
for signs of His grace, what sorts of requests should we present to God?

2.

What is the goal of Paul’s prayer here?

Prayer: Pray in response to your answers today.
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DAY 2

Read 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10
1.

What are Paul’s priorities in prayer here?

2.

What do you notice about the trinitarian nature of Paul’s prayer?

Prayer: Pray in response to your answers today.
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WEEK 10: Prayer Part 3 � Priorities in Prayer?
DAY 3

Read Ephesians 3:14-21
1.

What are Paul’s priorities in prayer here?

2.

What do you notice about the trinitarian nature of Paul’s prayer here and
do you ever include any kind of reference to the different persons on the
Trinity in your prayers?

Prayer: Pray in response to your answers today.
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DAY 4

Read Philippians 1:3-11
1.

What signs of affection and warmth are present in Paul’s prayer?

2.

What is Paul’s prayer for the Christians in Philippi?

Prayer: Pray in response to your answers today.
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WEEK 10: Prayer Part 3 � Priorities in Prayer?
DAY 5

Read Colossians 1:3-14
1.

What have you noticed is common to each of Paul’s prayers in his letters
to the various churches?

2.

What does Paul pray for the Christians?

3.

How can we pray more along the lines of Paul’s priorities in prayer?

Prayer: Pray in response to your answers today.
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EV MISSION PARTNERS
Derek and Anna - Southeast Asia (OMF)
Derek and Anna (Liam, Jasmine and Juliet) are currently on Home
Assignment from ministry in Southeast Asia. There, Derek teaches
in a local college, training workers who will go back to their towns as
leaders bringing the message to those with whom they live. Recent law
changes mean Derek´s role is in doubt and they ask for prayer in order
for them to return.

Colin and Jill Bakon � SIM: Latin American Ministry
Colin trains and mentors Christians in Latin America to mobilise their
churches through Kairos. He has a new role with SIM International
working with a team to help refocus the mission into Unreached People
Groups. Pray for wisdom and understanding in this new role.

Kirstin Hawkshaw � CMS Missionary in Nepal
Kirstin works as an Occupational Therapist in Pokhara, Nepal seeking
to be salt and light as she trains locals and cares for people with
disabilities through a community rehabilitation program. She is
praying for many more opportunities through church, work and life to
be a witness to Jesus and to be discipling Christians in the relatively
young-though-vibrant church of Nepal.

Paul and Sandra King � Strasbourg, France (CMS)
Paul and Sandra recently returned to France and their university
ministry in Strasbourg. They serve with French Christians in the
University Bible Group (GBU). Their ministry with uni students involves
evangelism, discipling, and training students to teach the Bible. Sandra
is looking at new ministry opportunities. Pray for them as they settle
back in, and for their children who are all now living in Australia.

Martin and Jen Shadwick � AFES Newcastle Uni
Martin and Jen work full time with AFES at Newcastle Uni, engaging in
evangelism as well as discipling and training Christian students. Martin
leads the AFES staff team who work with both local and overseas
students, and a ministry to Muslim students. Pray for wisdom in
balancing ministry and family life and for new partners to help them
continue in this important ministry.

Fellowship of Independent Evangelical Churches
A fellowship of independant churches and pastors across Australia.
These churches are committed to praying for one another and
continuing to promote planting of evangelical churches throughout
Australia. Their pastors seek to provide support and encouragement
to one another. FIEC is aiming, with God’s help, to plant 100 churches
across Australia during the next 15 years.

Find out more: evchurch.info/missionpartners
Jono and Amy Vink � Tanzania (CMS)
Jono and Amy, along with their children are working in Musoma,
Tanzania. Jono trains church leaders, grounding them in Biblical
theology and in practical exegetical skills at Bunda Bible College
equipping local pastors to teach the Bible and lead God’s people.
Amy works with local women through “Rehema” which is an income
generating project – café and crafts, seeking to train them to be able
to provide for their families as well as all profits going to helping other
needy women and children.

Jono and Grace Wright � (AIM)
Jono and Grace Wright, with their kids, are working amongst Aboriginals
in Camooweal and the surrounding communities along the Sandover
Highway. They are with Australian Indigenous Ministries (AIM). Their
ministries include preaching at Sunday meetings, weekly Bible study
groups, weekly prayer meetings, Sunday School, Scripture in the local
primary school, weekend Bible schools and also an itinerant ministry.

The Geneva Push
Geneva Push is an Australian Church Planting Network aiming to
inspire, equip and unleash a new generation of church planters
dedicated to evangelising churches into existence. It has set in place
a high quality assessment process and provides ongoing support
and training through coaching structures, mentoring and ongoing
conferences to ensure the biggest impact as planters.

Liam and Lucy Doyle � Lake Mac Church
Liam and Lucy Doyle head up the church plant in Lake Macquarie and
are now mentored through the Geneva program. There is a great range
of ages, and despite differences like age, education and nationality,
they enjoy a real sense of warmth, friendship and love as they hear
God’s word together and help each other follow Jesus. Pray for a good
mentor relationship with Dave Sheath from Lakes Evangelical Church.

Jai and Jay-Ellen Wright � MAKE Church, Mackay
Jai and Jay with their four children, Amber, Ebony and Kade and little
Jett are planting the MAKE church in Mackay. This year will see the
development of a team of leaders, and they ask for prayer as they
prepare the members to serve in leadership.

GIVING AT EV CHURCH
The New Testament teaches us to give generously, regularly and joyfully.
Please join with us in bringing solid hope to the coast – Jesus.

More info on giving & account details: evchurch.info/giving
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