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Life Outside the Garden: Genesis 4

	AIM
	For people to see the devastating effects of the fall in the spread of sin, and God’s continued grace toward sinners.

	INTRO
	Imagine the first 3 chapters of Genesis were all that you had ever read of the Bible... what would you be left thinking? What might we be expecting next and why?



In this study we’re going to read different chunks of text at a time.

PRAY & READ Genesis 4:1-12 together

1. IN PAIRS: Verse 4 & 5 tell us that God looks favourably on Abel’s offering but not on Cain’s. Why do you think that is? (Ask if people can back up their answers from the text, and after some discussion see 1 John 3:12 & Hebrews 11:4)

2. What do you think it would look like for us to “offer” things to God today like Abel? (After some discussion, see Romans 12:1-2)

3. How does verse 7 describe sin? What does this suggest about how we should treat sin?

4. How are we as Christians today better equipped than Cain to rule over sin? (e.g. Gospel revelation, The Holy Spirit, the Word, prayer, Church, Christian friendships, the Sacraments, etc.)

READ Genesis 4:10-18 together

5. How do we see God’s grace toward Cain in these verses? (v15, v17)

6. What does this teach us about God’s character? The character of grace?

7. How does this provide comfort to us today?



READ Genesis 4:19-25 together

8. IN PAIRS: Combining what we’ve seen of Cain & Abel and these verses that we’ve just read, how do we see God’s pattern in the garden corrupted?

9. What signs of hope does the author hold out for humanity in this chapter?? (v25, 26)

10. Get one person to quickly read over 5:5, 5:8, 5:11, 5:14.

· What is the ongoing problem for humanity?

· How does this prepare us for the Gospel?

PRAY

For mixed groups, split into men & women. Otherwise break into 2s or 3s and spend time:

1. Confessing sin to one another

2. Chatting about how you might specifically use what God has equipped us with to “rule over” sin in your life

3. Asking God for help and thanking Him for dealing with your sin in Jesus
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