Summer series content for 2023 - Part 2 (2 minutes)
Remind your group about the Summer Series Survey we spoke about last week. Ask someone in
your group to pray that God will use the survey and series in January to draw people to himself
and grow his kingdom here on the Coast.
Next term we'll take some time in our groups to share and pray for how we can be on mission.
You can find the survey on the EV website, or at the link below. If you haven't already
it would be great if you could copy the link and message it to people in your group.
http://evchurch.info/survey

Out of the Storm: Job & Jonah – Jonah 3-4 Responding to God’s Mercy
As we read the bible and lead others through it, it is helpful to ask four different ‘types’ of
questions. This term we’re categorising our questions according to the ‘COMA method’ but not
following the form strictly.
C = Context

O = Observation

M = Meaning
(interpretation)

A = Application

Important note: Try not to get too bogged down in chapter 3. There’s plenty more to wrestle
with together in chapter 4.
The big thing we want our groups to see from this passage is how to respond rightly to our
merciful God. Knowing that God is a God of mercy should drive us towards repentance
and a desire to see all people know His mercy.
Pray for your time together in God’s Word and for those who couldn’t make it to group.
Opening Context Question: Put yourself in Jonah’s shoes. How might Jonah be feeling after
his near-death experience at sea?
Read Jonah 3
C/O: What’s similar and what’s different about the start of chapter 1 and 3?
M: Do you think the Ninevites repentance is genuine? Why or why not? (back up with text)
M/A: What can we learn about repentance from the Ninevites’ response?
A: How do we as Christians have a greater hope in our repentance?
If you’d like, you could take a short breather then move on to the next chapter.
C: Put yourself in Jonah’s shoes again. How might Jonah have been feeling after seeing God’s
mercy towards the Ninevites? What makes you think this?
Read Jonah 4:1-3
O: What surprises you about these verses?

C/M: The author didn’t tell us Jonah’s reason for not wanting to go to Nineveh until now. Why
might they have kept this reason hidden in chapter 1?
M: What does Jonah rightly understand about God? What might he be misunderstanding?
Read Jonah 4:4-11
O/M: What do you think God is teaching Jonah through the plant situation?
M: Why do you think God teaches Jonah in this way?
O: What evidence do we have to see if Jonah learned this lesson or not?
It seems like Jonah is stuck where he started in verse 1 “To Jonah this seemed very wrong, and
he became angry”
A: Can you sympathise with Jonah here? Are there any people who you have felt don’t deserve
God’s mercy?
Read Romans 3:21-26
A: How does the Gospel help us have a different response than Jonah’s?
Optional follow up: What did Jonah need to see about himself to be able to understand
God’s mercy better?
You could do this last little section of the study in small groups and then pray together in those
groups.
Read Jonah 4:10-11 again
O/A: What encourages you about God’s final words to Jonah?
A: As we head towards summer and our summer series this year, how has the book of Jonah
grown your heart for lost people?
Pray
●
●

From what you’ve looked at, try to draw out some things to pray for as a group.
You could split into small groups, or men/women and:
1. Share what you were struck with from the text
2. Something personal you would like prayer for

