Summer series content for 2023 - Part 1 (10 minutes)
We are kicking off our Summer Series across all EV Growth Groups this week. The sermon series
is in January, but all this term we will be surveying people we know by asking them this
question:
“How do you think Christianity has influenced the world?”
1. Play the 5 min Summer Series video:
a. Located under study 8 on the Growth Group Leaders Website
b. Or at this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=alOqjPeOK4U&feature=youtu.be
2. Spend 5 minutes in pairs sharing who you could ask to do the Survey and pray for them
together.
We will be using a phone friendly online survey.
You can find this link on the EV website, or at the link below. It would be great if you
could copy the link and message it to people in your group.
http://evchurch.info/survey

Out of the Storm: Job & Jonah – Jonah 1-2 Our Merciful God
As we read the bible and lead others through it, it is helpful to ask four different ‘types’ of
questions. This term we’re categorising our questions according to the ‘COMA method’ but not
following the form strictly.
C = Context

O = Observation

M = Meaning
(interpretation)

A = Application

Pray for your time together in God’s Word and for those who couldn’t make it to group.
Read Jonah 1:1-3
C/O: What did God call Jonah to do and how did he respond?
M: What are some possible reasons why Jonah wouldn’t want to go to Nineveh?
M: Why do you think God wanted Jonah to preach this message to the Ninevites?
A: What does this teach us about our God?
*Split your group into smaller groups to read Jonah 1:4-2:10. Get the groups to use a pen and
paper to graph the trajectories of the different characters throughout these verses. Get the
groups to think about the questions below as they do it. Then come back together and ask those
questions, getting the groups to explain using their graphs/drawings.
O/M: What do you see as the key points of character development in these chapters?
O/M: How does the author influence our thoughts and feelings towards Jonah and the sailors?
Reflect on these next questions back together as a group:
M: How do we see God at work even in Jonah’s rebellion?
A: How does seeing this make you feel towards our God?
*You could take a short breather before coming back to focus on chapter 2

Focusing on Jonah’s prayer … (perhaps you could read it again?)
O/M: How does Jonah’s prayer impact the way we think about him?
M: Jonah’s prayer finishes with his assertion that “Salvation comes from the Lord.” What might
be the significance of this?
M: Why do you think God saves Jonah?
A: What does this chapter teach us about God?
In Matthew 12:28-31, Jesus picks up on the events of Jonah as being a sign.
Read Matthew 12:38-41
O/M: In what ways is Jonah a sign that points us to Jesus?
M/A: Jesus is the one “greater than Jonah.” How does seeing Jesus in the book of Jonah so far,
give you a fuller understanding and love for God’s mercy.
Pray
●
●

From what you’ve looked at, try to draw out some things to pray for as a group.
You could split into small groups, or men/women and:
1. Share what you were struck with from the text
2. Something personal you would like prayer for

