
 

Study 2 - Church:  

Glorifying God by reaching the lost 

 
Main Point: From the beginning churches were established by the preaching of the gospel 
and believers continued the concern to reach the lost so that those around them, near and 
far, would hear the news and be saved.  
 
The group members’ study can be found on page 24 and 25 of the booklet. 

Opening questions 
What comes to mind when you hear that someone is a missionary?  
 
Why might we think that every Christian and every church should be on mission themselves 
and supporting their brothers and sisters to do it as well? 
 
These are open questions so that everyone can offer a thought and begin involvement in the 
discussion.  The underlying point is that mission is not only the responsibility of people who 
take the gospel cross-culturally to other countries. We have a responsibility to reach those 
around us. Because we have the lost all around us and our Lord wants them to hear the 
gospel and be saved.  

A. We have a missionary God 
In Luke 9:10 Jesus says his mission is to seek and save the lost. The book of Acts tells how 
Jesus commissioned his disciples to continue this work and take the news of salvation out 
from Jerusalem to the end of the earth. We see how this progresses at an extraordinary rate, 
as people hear the gospel, repent,  believe and then church/gather together. 

Read Acts 1:1-8 

1. What does Jesus charge the disciples to do, as a final word before he ascends to 
heaven?  
Verse 8 - They were to be his witnesses 
 
2. How are they going to be empowered to do this? 
Verse 8 - the Holy Spirit would come to empower them  
 



 
3. Why do you think God sees this mission as so important? 
Jesus’ mission through his life, death and resurrection was to die for our sin and open the 
way of salvation. His saving work didn’t finish there. The next step was for him by the power 
of his Spirit to see the good news preached through his disciples and followers so that 
people everywhere could repent, trust and be saved.  
 

B. We are Jesus’ hands, feet and voices that he is using to 
build his church.  
On the day of Pentecost, Peter addresses the people of Jerusalem and gives his 
eye-witness account of all that Jesus had done to fulfil the scriptures.  A great number 
respond to his message in repentance and faith, and the church is brought to birth through 
the preaching of the word and by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Read Acts 2:36-47  

This recounts the end of the sermon and the people’s response.  
 
4. What had happened that empowered Peter to address the people of the city in this way 
only weeks after he had denied he even knew Jesus? 
Peter had seen his Lord resurrected, he had been restored and commissioned and given the 
gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost 
 
5. Why did the people respond as they did? 
The Spirit opened their eyes and hearts. They were convinced of the truth of the resurrection 
and that Jesus was the promised messiah. They recognised their sin and need of 
forgiveness.  
 
6. What did the newly gathered community value (2:42-47) 
Notably they loved to sit under the apostles teaching, to fellowship and meet together, to 
love one another  
 

As churches were established they were concerned to see other churches 
established in other places.  

Read Acts 14:21-28  

7. What did the church at Antioch do to see more people saved? 
In verse 26 we see that Antioch had sent Paul and Barnabas out from them, the details are 
at the beginning of chapter 13.  They preached the gospel through a huge area. Google a 
map of Paul’s first missionary journey.  
 
8. What was involved in establishing the new churches? 
Verse 21-23 -  They preached the gospel, people believed and were gathered as churches 
and then they appointed elders.  
  

 



The new churches were also concerned to see their neighbours saved.  

Read 1 Peter 2:12 

10. As missionaries in our home town how should we live? 
We are to live lives in our communities that show our relationship with Jesus with a view to 
unbelievers being saved.  
 

Read 1 Peter 3:13-18 

11. In verse 10 what are we to be prepared to do.  
We are to be prepared to give and answer for our faith. The picture is that like Noah we live 
amongst people destined for judgement. This can be difficult and may bring suffering but we 
are to seek their salvation.  
 

Watch video - Our Church is a base for mission  
 

Share in Prayer  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


