
Study 2 – 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
 
The Big Idea: The many different gifts in the church are given by the one God 
for our common good.   
 
Read 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
 

1. Can anyone give us a quick recap of Paul’s point from verses 1-3? 
 
Verses 4-6 
 

2. Let’s first look at verses 4-6. There’s something of a pattern (a parallelism) that works 
throughout these 3 verses. What do you notice about the way each verse is written, and 
how the three verses all fit together?  
 
 

3. What do you think is the point he’s trying to make? And why do you think he’s making 
that point to the Corinthians? 
 
 

4. Paul speaks of each different person of the Trinity here. Can you see any connection 
between the thing we’re said to have and that particular person of the Trinity?  
 

a. (i.e. Is there any correlation between ‘gifts’ and the Spirit; ‘service’ and the Lord; 
‘working’ and ‘God’?) 

 
 
Verses 7-11 
 

5. Thinking again about the reason why Paul thinks he needs to write this passage to this 
church, how is verse 7 helpful for understanding this? 
 
 

a. (Application) What does this verse teach us about ourselves, and about everyone 
else in our church?  
 
 

b. What are some ways you’ve seen God at work in people at our church (even in 
you!) for our ‘common good’?   
 
 

6. From vs. 8-10 he lists a bunch of different gifts. Before we look at them more closely, 
what is the significance of these being gifts? How does this shape how we think of them?  
 
 

7. What words do you notice get repeated throughout verses 8-10? How does that help us 
know what point he’s trying to make? 
 
 



8. What do you notice about the kinds of gifts that Paul lists here? 
 
 

a. How might the ‘extraordinariness’ of these gifts be significant to his whole point? 
 
 

9. Does anyone have any questions these verses? (Note: this is a time for discussion around the 
gifts where you don’t necessarily need to land on any particular answer)  
 
 
 

10. How does verse 11 nicely round-out his argument from this passage?  
 
 

11. (Application) How is verse 11 a call for them – and for us – to trust in God?  
 
 

12. (Application) This passage would have been a real challenge to the Corinthians. How has 
today’s passage either challenged you or encouraged you?  

 
 

a. Are there ways in which you need to change the way you think about people or 
gifts, or what you do in and around church?  

 
 
“Also, just a reminder that on June 22nd there will be a Hot Topics night diving into Living in the 
Spiritual Realm, which will look more deeply at all these issues.” 
 
 
Prayer:  

• Give thanks for the many diverse gifts within our church 
• Pray that we would all use whatever God has given us to serve one another 
• Share and pray for any specific things going on in people’s lives 


