
Study 9 – 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 
 
The Big Idea: At the last trumpet Christians will be raised imperishable, and death will 
finally be defeated. Therefore, stand firm and give yourself to the work of the Lord.  
 

1. [Context]: Can anyone recap chapter 15 for us? What’s it all been about, and what’s been 
said? 

 
Read 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 
 

2. Without having to know all the details yet – what is this passage about? 
 
 

3. In groups of 2-3, have a look together at verses 50-55, and try to come up with the 
answers to these two questions: 
 

i. What changes does Paul say will happen in the future? 
 

ii. What can we know about the timing of these events? 
 

After 5 minutes have the group come back together to share answers.    
 
 

4. Does anyone have any questions from those verses?  
Spend some time discussing those things, asking for the input of the group for answers, and asking people 
to try find the answers from the passage. 
 

Considering the Death of Death: 
Read Ecclesiastes 9:1-10 
 

5. How would you describe the tone of this passage? 
 

a. Why is it so bleak and gloomy?  
 

b. How does death effect the way the author thinks about life? 
 
 

6. Turn back to 1 Corinthians 15 now… Particularly looking at verses 55-57, how is the 
tone of this passage different to Ecclesiastes, and why is it so different? 
 
 

7. Ecclesiastes will become relevant again when we get to verse 58. But first, have a look at 
verse 56 again. What do you think those two statements mean – ‘the sting of death is 
sin’, and ‘the power of sin is the law’?  
 
 

8. Verse 57 says that God gives us the victory over death through Jesus. So, if people die 
because they have sinned, and the law is what makes us guilty of sin, how does ‘God give 
us the victory through Jesus’?  

 



 
Verse 58: The Work of the Lord 
 

9. Verse 58 is where Paul gives us some practical application in light of this passage. What 3 
things does he say the Corinthians (and we) should do? 
 
 

10. Why is it that we should ‘stand firm’ and ‘let nothing move us’? 
 
 

11. In Ecclesiastes 9, the author said that everything is meaningless, and that the day-to-day 
work we have to do is toilsome. Here, Paul says that there is a kind of work that is ‘not in 
vain’ – not meaningless. What do you think the ‘work of the Lord’ is, and why might that 
not be meaningless? 
 

a. [If they still need further help]: Read 1 Corinthians 16:10-11.  
 

i. In verse 10 Paul says that Timothy was carrying on the work of the Lord, 
just as he was. What sort of work was Paul doing, and how might that 
help us understand what the ‘work of the Lord’ is? 
 
 

12. Does that mean we should all quit our day jobs and become street preachers down at 
Terrigal beach? Why or why not? 
 
 

13. Even if most Christians do still have to keep working regular day-jobs, what are some 
ways we are able to obey this command to ‘give ourselves fully to the work of the Lord’? 
 
 

Pray: 
- Praise God for the promise of the resurrection to eternal life that is to come 
- Thank Him that in Christ even death itself will be destroyed 
- Ask Him to help us give ourselves to that which will last – working towards seeing more 

people brought into relationship with Jesus and standing firm in that relationship.   


