
Study 1 – 1 Corinthians 14:26-40 
 
The Big Idea: Love means conducting ourselves in church in an orderly way, where 
building each other up is the goal.  
 
GG Leader Blurb: “Spoiler alert: Today’s passage throws more tricky teaching our way! -  
particularly regarding women speaking in church. So, disclaimer: we will do some good wrestling 
with those tricky bits, but we’ll work our way through the passage first – up to those verses.”  
 
Read 1 Corinthians 14:26-40 
 
Beginning at the end:  
 

1. Come right down to the last verses of the chapter – verses 39-40. These are a ‘summary’ of 
the big point Paul has been making for all of chapter 14. What point has he been making? 
 

“Throughout our passage Paul looks at three topics – tongues, prophecy, and women speaking in 
church, and urges the church to be orderly and edifying in each scenario. Let’s look at each of 
these topics – one by one.” 
  
Verses 26-28: Tongues  
 

2. What picture is painted of the Corinthians church gatherings in verse 26? 
 
 

3. What requirements does Paul give around the speaking of tongues in church? 
 

a. When is it necessary for there to be silence from tongues-speakers?  
 
 

4. Have another look at verses 19 and 23 from earlier in the chapter. How do these verses 
square with Paul’s instructions about tongues in our current passage? 

 
 
Verses 29-33: Prophesying 
 

5. What requirements does Paul give around the speaking of prophecies in church? 
 

a. When is it necessary for there to be silence from prophets? 
 
 

6. What do you think is the significance of God being a God ‘of peace’, and not ‘disorder’?  
 

 
Verses 34-35: Women 
 

7. What requirements does Paul give around women speaking in church? 
 
 

8. Can anyone think of a reason why this verse feels unexpected given what Paul has 
already said in 1 Corinthians? 
 



a. Come to 1 Corinthians 11:4-5. What is assumed by Paul’s instructions here? 
 

b. Now come back to 14:34. What can we know Paul doesn’t mean by women ‘are not 
allowed to speak’? 
 

c. There are two other key things to notice:  
 

i. In verse 35, Paul gives instructions about asking questions, and where 
women can ask questions. How might this help us understand what kind of 
speaking in church Paul has in mind?  
 

ii. The verses immediately before and after these verses (29-33, 36-38) are about 
prophecy – and in verse 29 he has been speaking about weighing prophecies. 
How might this tie in with the ‘asking questions’ idea? 
 
 

d. So, it seems like the ‘speaking’ that Paul instructs women to hold back from is in 
the public weighing of prophecies.  
Now, it’s helpful to remember that this whole passage has been about orderly 
worship together. Considering the way God intends men and women – particularly 
husbands and wives – to relate to one another, why might it be good for women to 
refrain from the weighing of prophecies in church? 
 

Verses 36-40: A warning 
 

9. How does Paul really ‘up the stakes’ in these verses?  
 
 

10. These verses invite us to imagine a scenario where someone is claiming to have a prophecy 
from God, and yet their message contradicts something Paul has written in 1 Corinthians. 
What do these verses teach us about both prophecies and Paul’s writings? 
 
 

Application 
 

11. As we think about the big principles that Paul was giving this teaching out of – love is what 
matters; God is a God of peace; church should be orderly; everything should be done to build up others – 
how should this effect how we think about and act at church? 
 

 
 Prayer: 

- For our church gatherings to honor the God of peace, by being orderly and full of love 
- For our ability to speak the word of God to one another – helping each other follow Jesus 
- For other things going on in people’s lives 


