
Study 5 – 1 Corinthians 14:1-25 
 
The Big Idea: Love means we will desire the spiritual gifts that build up others 
 
Opening Discussion: Most of us will have had different experiences of churches over the 
years. Perhaps without naming names, has anyone been at a church where speaking tongues was 
strongly encouraged or demanded? What was the effect of that on church life together? 
 
 
Read 1 Corinthians 14:1-25 
Verses 1-5: 
 

1. Verse 1 starts off our passage with a command. What does Paul command the 
Corinthians to do?  
 

2. [Context]: He mentions both ‘love’ and ‘spiritual gifts’ in verse 1. How does this connect 
us back with chapters 12 and 13? Can anyone recount for us what those chapters taught? 
 

3. Verse 2 starts with the word ‘for’ – which is a very important word here: it means that 
Paul is explaining why he has just said ‘follow the way of love and especially desire 
prophecy’. The rest of our passage is basically an explanation of verse 1.  
 
Let’s take verses 2-5 verse by verse and see what we learn about why prophecy should be 
desired over tongues. 
 
(Re-read verses 2-5, taking it verse by verse, asking people to share what we learn about 
tongues and prophecy from each verse). 
 
 

4. We’ll come to what Paul means by ‘prophecy’ toward the end, but could someone give us 
a summary of verses 1-5? 

 
 
Verses 6-12 
 

5. Have a look at both verse 6 and verse 12. What does Paul reveal to be the thing that 
really matters in church?  
 
 

6. What are Paul’s illustrations through these verses, and how do they help make this point 
about the usefulness of ‘tongues’ in church? 
 

 
Verses 13-19 (Note: you may need to have these verses re-read for the group) 
 

7. How would you describe Paul’s attitude towards speaking in tongues generally in this 
section? 
 

a. In what ways is he positive about tongues and in what ways is he negative about 
them? 
 



b. What argument does he make for not speaking in tongues in church in these 
verses? 
 

8. If Paul didn’t want to speak in tongues ‘in the church’ (verse 19), where might he have 
spoken in tongues? 
 
 

Verses 20-25  
 

9. Have a look at verse 21. This is a quote from Isaiah 28.  
What did God say he would do, and what was the effect of that? 
 
 

10. So… Israel didn’t understand God’s words to them through the ‘tongues’ of the foreign 
invading nations. How might that help us understand how Christian’s speaking in 
tongues is a ‘sign’ for unbelievers?  
 

a. What kind of sign are they? 
 
 

11. Verses 23-25 really bring home why speaking in tongues and prophesying in church are 
so different. 
  

a. What are the different effects on unbelievers for each? 
 

b. How do these verses help us understand what prophecy (probably) is? 
 
 

12. Let’s return to verse 1. With everything we’ve just seen in this chapter, why did the 
Corinthians especially have to pursue prophecy if they were to ‘follow the way of love’? 
 
 

13. (Application): What should we take from this passage about how we do church together? 
 
 

14. (Application): Most of us will be guilty in some fashion of not speaking in a way that 
builds others up in church – even if it’s not by “tongues”. What might we take away 
from this passage about how we speak? 
 
 

15. (Application): How does this passage help us think about church and the place of 
unbelievers at church? 

 
 
Prayer: 

• That we would be a truly spiritual people – loving others by building them up  
• Confess to God any ways in which you have failed to use your words for the good of 

others 
• Pray for the conversion of unbelievers among us, that we would always be welcoming 

toward them, and that many more might come and hear the gospel.  


