
Study 1 – 1 Corinthians 12:1-3

The Big Idea: True spirituality and worship is defined by confessing Jesus as Lord. 

Opening Discussion: 
Have you ever heard someone say, “I’m not religious, but I am spiritual”? What might they mean by that?

GG Leader Blurb: “Today we’ll find out the Bible’s view on what it means to be truly spiritual. But first we’ll do a quick recap of 1 Corinthians up until chapter 12.”

Read 1 Corinthians 1:1-3

1. We learn a bunch of key things about this letter just from these opening verses. What are some of the different things we learn? 

“But… even though they were called to be holy (verse 2), they were behaving in many ways that were far from it…”

Issues in the church:

Read 1 Cor. 1:10-12

2. What is happening in the church that is upsetting to Paul, and how did he know about this issue?


3. So Paul received word from Chloe’s house about what was happening in the church. But later we find out that the church had also written to him asking him about certain things. Let’s do a quick survey of some of the different issues Paul addresses in 1 Corinthians:

Allocate the following verses to different people to read out:

a. 5:1
b. 6:1-6
c. 7:1-3
d. 7:8-9
e. 8:1-4
f. 11:17-21

4. What words would you use to describe the Corinthian church?

“We’re finally now up to our passage for the night, and once again, Paul is addressing another issue.”
Read 1 Cor. 12:1-3

5. From just verse 1, what is the new topic Paul is addressing, and what does Paul want for the Corinthians?


6. The English translation “gifts of the Spirit” is less helpful than it could be; the word ‘gifts’ is not actually there, it’s more literally “Now about the spiritual things”. The NIV translated it “gifts of the Spirit” because Paul goes on to talk about gifts of the Spirit from 12:3 all the way until to the end of chapter 14. But here, he’s talking more generally about spirituality. 

So Paul doesn’t want them to uninformed spiritual things. Look again at verses 2-3. What is it that they do already know, and what is it that he wants them to know in verse 3?


7. What are the key differences between their old pagan spirituality (verse 2) and their new spirituality (verse 3)?


8. Is it just the mere words that matter, or is it something deeper? 


9. So, how do we know whether someone truly has the Holy Spirit within them? 


10. If it really is the case that anyone who follows Jesus as Lord has the Spirit, how should this shape the way we should consider all Christians? 


11. Why do you think the Corinthians may have needed to be taught this? 


12.  Given what we’ve seen today, what would you say to someone who said to you…
a. They are more spiritual than you because they have a more spectacular spiritual gift? 
b. They have the Holy Spirit (and yet they don’t submit to Jesus as Lord in their lives)
c. They are not religious, but they are spiritual?
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“If you’re keen to keep thinking about spirituality, the Hot Topics happening on May 11th will be going into some greater detail about this stuff.”


Prayer (in smaller groups? Groups of 2?)
Share with one another one area in your life where you’ve seen the Spirit grow you in your submission to Jesus as Lord, and one area that you may be struggling to submit to Jesus as Lord. Pray about these things. 
