
 

 
Week 4: Matthew 18:15-20 

Jesus’ Heart for the Father’s Children 
 
The Big Idea:  
The messiah commands his community to care for each other’s spiritual health. His 
heart shapes his call to act when a brother or sister needs restoring in the faith.  
 
Introduction 
What do you think makes a community attractive? Is it the same for Christian 
community? 
 
Read Matthew 18:15-20 
 

1. What have been some of the themes we have seen in Matthew so far? 
- What themes come up again in this passage? 

 
 

2. What’s the summary of what Jesus is telling his disciples to do? 
- We spoke about Jesus’ talking about humility already in this chapter, 

what could go wrong if you tried to apply these verses without humility? 
- How could you display childlike humility when helping someone to see 

their sin?  
 
 

3. What questions does this passage raise for you? 
“We may not answer all of them but to help let’s have a look at some other 
related verses”.  
Split the verses below among the group. Read your verse and think about these 
questions; 1) What’s similarities can you see with Matthew 18? 2) Does it help 
understand the ‘binding’ and ‘loosing’? 
(1 Corinthians 5:1-5; 2 Timothy 2:25-26; James 5:19-20.) 

- Come back together and share. 
 
 

4. Why do you think Jesus commands these things? 
- What does it reveal about him? 
- What does it show about the way he sees his people? 



 
5. How does this passage help us see what healthy Christian community is 

like? 
- If we adopted this teaching, how should it change the way we speak 

about people? 
- If we find rebuking difficult, what truths from this passage do we need to 

remember? 
- If we find rebuking easy, what truths from this passage do we need to 

remember? 
- How does this passage help us to take a rebuke with humility? 

 
Pray 
 
Leader Resources 
Do you know how to rebuke?  
The Ministry of Rebuke (1) - Why we rebuke? 
The Ministry of Rebuke (2) - When we rebuke? 
The Ministry of Rebuke (3) - How we rebuke? 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/do-you-know-how-to-rebuke
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/the-ministry-of-rebuke-1/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/the-ministry-of-rebuke-1/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/kevin-deyoung/the-ministry-of-rebuke-3/

