
 

 
Week 1: Matthew 16:21-28 

Redefined Messiah 
 

The Big Idea:  
Jesus is the suffering messiah. Following Jesus shapes how we live and view life. 
 
Introduction 
What do people often get wrong about Jesus? 
 
 

1. As we read Matthew 16:21-28, look out for two things: what is being said 
about Jesus and what it looks like to follow 

- What did you notice is said about Jesus? 
- What did you notice about what it looks like to follow him? 

 
2. Do you think Peter’s response has good intentions? Why/Why not? 

- What do you think he was expecting this messiah to be like? 
- If Jesus was what Peter wanted, what benefits would you expect from 

following him?  
- What things might we bring that stop us from seeing Jesus rightly? 

 
3. In pairs, have a look through verse 24-28, what could expect following 

Jesus to be like? 
- What did you find? 
- How do these verses challenge us? 

 
4. What’s the link between who Jesus is and what it looks like to follow him? 

- When is it difficult to live a Jesus-shaped life? 
- How have you seen Christians live like this? 

 
5. How does Jesus help us see that he is the kind of Messiah we need? 

- Why do you think it’s difficult to think of Jesus as we should? 
- What could you recall from these verses to shape your thoughts about 

him? 
 
Pray 
 



 
Bonus 

- What does Jesus see as the problem in this world? What hints are there 
that he will solve it?  

- What does Jesus see as the solution for our world? What other hopes 
distract us from this hope? 

- What is Jesus’ view of the full life? Where does self-deny service fit in 
your idea what is fulfilling? (What might we be missing if our service is 
reluctant?) 

- How might these convictions change the way we approach big 
decisions? (some examples: study/work, where to live, whether to 
marry/who to marry, schooling for kids, our priorities for those we lead) 

- Can you think of how it might impact some smaller decisions? (some 
examples: what to do this weekend? who to spend time with? helping our 
kids process everyday successes/failures (what we believe success or 
failure is)?  

 
 


