
"Agree about anything"
EBC Mt–Lk: 5. Treatment of a Sinning Brother (18:15–20)
These two verses should not in this setting be taken as a promise 
regarding any prayer on which two or three believers agree (v. 
20). Scripture is rich in prayer promises (21:22; John 14:13–14; 
15:7–8, 16); but if this passage deals with prayer at all, it is 
restricted by the context and by the phrase peri pantos pragmatos 
(NIV, “about anything”), which should here be rendered “about 
any judicial matter”: the word pragma often has that sense (cf. 1 
Cor 6:1; BAGD, s.v.), a sense nicely fitting the argument in 
Matthew 18.
Recently, however, J. Duncan M. Derrett (“Where two or three 
are convened in my name … ‘: a sad misunderstanding,” ExpT 91 
[1979–80]: 83–86) has argued that vv. 19–20 do not deal with 
prayer at all. The two who agree are the offender and the one 
against whom the offense has been committed. They come to 
agreement on earth about any judicial matter they have been 
pursuing: the verb aiteisthai can refer to “pursuing a claim,” as 
well as asking in prayer (cf. F. Preisigke, Wörterbuch der 
griechischen Papyrusurkunden, mit Einschluss der griechischen 
Inschriften, Aufschriften, Ostraka, Mumienschilder, usw. aus 
Ägypten, ed. E. Kiessling, 4 vols. [Berlin: 1927–31], s.v.). The 
promise, then, is that if two individuals in the church come to 
agreement concerning any claim they are pursuing (presumably 
on the basis of the church’s judgment, v. 18), “it will be allowed, 
ratified (literally it shall succeed, come off) on the part of my 
heavenly Father” (Derrett, “Two or three,” p. 84). This is because 
God’s will and purpose stand behind the binding and loosing of 
v. 18 and also because (“for,” v. 20) the presence of Jesus is 
assured with the two or three who are (lit.) “brought together”—
judges solemnly convened before the church and by the church 
to render a decision (cf. Notes). It is a truism of the biblical 
revelation that God’s presence stands with the judges of his 
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people (Ps 82:1).
Here as elsewhere, Jesus takes God’s place: Jesus will be with 
the judges. As he has identified himself with God before (cf. on 
2:6; 3:3; 11:4–6, 7–8), so he does again, and thus anticipates the 
broader promise of 28:20: he will be with his people “to the very 
end of the age.” Jesus thereby implicitly points forward to a time 
when, as “God with us” (1:23), he will be spiritually present with 
the “two or three” and with all his followers; and he presupposes 
that this time will be of considerable duration (see on 24:1–3)
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