
 
 

JAMES 2:1-13 
Real love – the law of love 

Notes for leader 
Main point (for you to have in mind – don’t read to group): 
Real faith does not treat people differently based on what is outwardly impressive, but 
instead loves mercifully with gospel-shaped values.  
 
This term we’ll be using the COMA structure to help develop good bible reading skills.   
C = context, O = observations, M = meaning / interpretation, A = application.  
 
 

● How did you find the sermon on the weekend? 
● What do you think would happen if _______ visited our church?  

(pick one that connects with your group: Beyonce / Ed Sheeran / Messi / 
Steve Smith / Mark Zuckerburg / Trump / etc )  

 
Pray for your time together.   
Read James 2:1-13 
 
1. Can you find any links between this passage and the previous passage?  (C)    
 
 

FAVOURITES 
2. Let’s re-enact how verses 1-3 might look in our church today. (O) 
 
 
3. Why do you think acting this way is inconsistent with having “faith in our lord Jesus 
Christ” (2:1, ESV)?  (M) 
 
 
4. Our world values the outwardly impressive. But what are God’s values and 
priorities according to verses 5-7?   (M) 

a. What are true riches?     à what does God value? 
b. Who is promised the kingdom?   à what does God value? 
c. What’s the problem with the rich in v7?  à what does God value? 
d. Why does God choose the outwardly unimpressive?  à God’s values? 



5. Which groups of people does our society today tend to give preferential 
treatment? (A) 
 

a. What subtle actions could a person accidentally do on a Sunday to treat 
people preferentially?  (including but not limited to the gathering) (A) 
 

o And what would the opposite look like?  (A) 
  

b. Is it ok to give special honour to some e.g. authorities, parents, elders? (A) 
 

c. What could we do on the way to church to remind ourselves to see and act 
according to gospel values not outward appearances?  (A) 

 
 

LOVE 
6. What command summarises this whole discussion? (O) 
 
 
7. Why does breaking one part of the law make a person guilty of all of it? (M) 
 
 

a. Does this mean all sins are equal? (M) 
 
 

b. If someone obeys the commands they want to, and ignores others… who is 
really in charge of their life? (A) 
 

 
c. Does this help to explain why James has focussed on something as ‘small’ as 

favouritism? Are any of God’s commands ‘small’? (A) 
 

 
8. If we live without being shaped by these gospel truths, what will happen to us on 
judgment day? (verse 12)   (O + M + A) 
 
 
“How does that fit with being saved by faith not works? That’s what next week’s 
passage will answer. Stay tuned!” 
 
 
Try to come up with a 1 sentence summary of the passage. 
Close in prayer.  
 
  


