
 

 
 

JAMES 1:18-27 
Real listeners: doers not just hearers 

 

Notes for leader 

Main point (for you to have in mind – don’t read to group): 

The mark of genuine Christianity is doing, not just hearing, God's word. 

 

This term we’ll be using the COMA structure to help develop good bible reading skills.   

C = context, O = observations, M = meaning / interpretation, A = application.  

 

 

● How did God speak to you through the sermon on the weekend? 

● How can you tell someone’s not really listening… and how does it make you feel? 

 

 

Pray for your time together. 

Read James 1:18-27 

 

 

1. Can you see any connections between this passage and last week’s passage?  

(C)    (Hint – verse 4) 

  

REAL WORDS 

2. Sometimes repeated words or ideas are a clue to the big point a passage is trying 

to communicate. What seems important to James in this passage? (O) 

 

 

3. Imagine this is the only passage in the Bible that teaches us about God’s word. 

What could we learn about…   (M) 

(a) what God’s word does to us? 

 

 

(b) what we should do with God’s word? 

 

 



4. When a new king or queen is crowned in Britain, they are given a Bible and the 

Archbishop says, “We present you with this book, the most valuable thing that this 

world affords”. That’s a big claim!  

a. Why might some people say churches like ours are too fixated on God’s 

word? What would James say to them? (A) 

 

 

b. What other things/practices could we be tempted to look to instead? (A) 

 

 

c. Have you got any tips for how to stay engaged with God’s word amidst the 

busyness of life?  (A) 

 

 

REAL HEARERS 

5. What habits are different between the person who gets no benefit from the Bible, 

and the person who is blessed by it? (O) 

 

 

6. How might you summarise James’ overall message?  (M) 

 

 

7. How does our attitude to God’s word reveal our attitude to God? (A) 

 

 

a. Is this salvation by what we do?  

 

 

b. Let’s say a friend is worried they are ‘merely listening’, rather than ‘doing’. 

They want your help to make a helpful, realistic and specific action plan. What 

would you suggest? 

 

 

8. What instructions from the passage could we put into practice this week, and what 

might it look like in 2019? (O + M + A) 

 

 

 

On verse 27 – here is an article you could print or message to your group for 

further reflection outside of your group time 

www.challies.com/articles/does-your-church-truly-care-for-true-widows/  

 

 

9. What is one specific change you want to make in your life after reading this 

passage? (A) 

 

 

Close in prayer / split into smaller groups for prayer.  

https://www.challies.com/articles/does-your-church-truly-care-for-true-widows/

