
 
 

Week 3:  Who Should We Give To? 
 
 
The Big Idea:  
This study aims to help us think through the priorities for our giving. What does the 
bible say, and how have we organised things at EV to support gospel giving? 
 
 
Introduction 
Share the big idea with the group.  
 
 
Opening question 
There are a number of things that are indicators of the interests of our heart: 

 the way we use our time 

 our searches and activity on the internet.  
 
To what degree is the way we spend our money and indicator of our passions and 
interests?  (Try and have everyone in the group contribute a thought) 
 
In this study what the bible says about three key focuses of our gospel giving.   
We want to align our financial priorities with the things that God is passionate about.  
 
 

1. The Local Church - Making Disciples Locally 
Read the section on page 10 under the heading, should we prioritise the local 
church? 
 
Read Matthew 28:18-20 

 What are the implications of this command for the local church on the Central 
Coast in the 21st century? 
 

Read Galatians 6:6 and 1 Tim 5:17-18 

 As churches grow why is it appropriate and wise that they set aside and support 
some brothers and sisters to lead, teach and organise our church family life and 
mission? 
 
 

2. Mission Giving - making disciples beyond 
Read the first paragraph under the heading, who else should I give to? 
 
Read Philippians 1:3-7 and 4:14-20 



 How did this partnership between Paul and the Philippians help the gospel grow 
in that day?  

 Why was it important to both Paul and the Philippians? 
 
 
3. Giving to Christians and others in need.  
Read Matthew 25:31-46 

 How is our attitude to brothers and sisters in need linked to our relationship with 
Jesus? (see 25:40) 

 
 
Gospel Giving Application 

 Print the scenario page which follows so everyone can have a copy (last page 
of this study) 

 

 Read through them and then discuss.    
 

 You could suggest people bring up the giving page of the EV website on their 
devices or bring it up on a screen you can all see and look through it. Note 
particularly the gospel giving resources there including videos, booklet, planning 
worksheet etc.  

 

 Encourage everyone to: 
o Pray - about the gospel giving opportunities before you 
o Plan - your giving in light of the circumstances and income God has 

given you.  
o Process - organise your regular and one off giving.  

 
 
Prayer  

 Share in prayer around the issues raised in the studies.  
 
  



Some giving scenarios to consider and discuss: 
 
 
 
1. Sally is a single mum with a young child. Through welfare benefits and a small 
amount of part-time work, she has a total income of $35,000. Sally gives around 2% of 
her income to gospel ministry: $620 a year to church and $160 to support mission in 
Cambodia. Recently her car has broken down, meaning she's needed to borrow 
money to cover the repairs. This has meant Sally has had to suspend any giving at the 
moment, but it is her prayerful aim is to begin giving again as soon as possible. 
  
 
 
 
2. Fred and Mary rent a unit in East Gosford with their two young children. Their 
combined income is $70,000 per annum. With rent, household expenses, kids’ 
activities and a modest holiday, finances are fairly tight. Together they have prayed 
and planned the following budget for their giving. $4,000 to church ministry per year, 
$500 to church facilities, $500 to support an MTS worker, $500 to support mission to 
Muslims in Asia, and $500 in support of a Compassion child in Thailand. This family is 
giving around 9% of their income. 
 
 
 
  
3. Bill and Jane live in Terrigal in their own home and their 3 children are now 
teenagers. They are both working and have a combined income of $180,000. They 
have prayed and planned and agreed together the following budget for their giving. 
$20,000 to church ministry, $3,000 to a MTS apprentice, $3,000 to church facilities, 
$2,000 to two missionary partners and $1,000 in support a compassion child. Their 
gospel giving is around 16% of their income. 
 
 
 
 
4. Harry is a university student living at home. With Centrelink and part time work his 
total income is $12000. p.a. Harry's prayerful giving plan is $1000 to church $500 
towards support of an an MTS trainee and $500 to support mission amongst Muslims 
in Asia. Harry's gospel giving is around %14 of his income 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


