
 
 

Week 2: How Much Should We Give? 
  

The Big Idea:  
God’s people are to be generous in response to God’s generosity to them in Christ. 
But practically how much should we give?  
 
 
Introduction 
Imagine a Christian brother or sisters says to you ‘I worked hard for my money. It’s 
mine. Nobody is going to tell me what to do with it’.  What could be said that is biblical 
and sensitive? 
 
Go around the group and have them offer thoughts. This will help orient the group to 
the question and give a feel for where people are at on the question of giving.  
 
All we have in this life is a gift from God. Time, gifts, skills, food, shelter, the air we 
breathe and life itself. It is all his.  But how much should we be giving financially to 
gospel ministry and other things? 
 

1. Lessons from the life of Israel.   
 

a. The Tithe 
Read Numbers 18:21-24 

• All the descendants of Israel received an allotment of land, but not the 
Levites. How were they provided for? 

 
Read Deuteronomy 33:8-11 

• What was the role of the Levites? 
• How might this arrangement for the life of God’s people in the Old 

Testament inform our understanding of church life? 
 
 

b. Freewill Offerings and other sacrifices 
Read Deuteronomy 12:1-7 

• Apart from the tithe, how else did the Israelites express their devotion 
and love of the Lord?   

• What was to be the attitude of the hearts as they did this? 
 
 

c. Gifts to build the temple 
Read 1 Chronicles 29:1-9 



• Notice how David and the people gave willingly, generously and joyfully 
to the great temple building project. Why did they do it? 

• The temple has been superseded (1 Peter 2:4-10). What is today’s 
equivalent to investing in the temple building?  

 
 

2. Lessons from the New Testament 
 

a. Jesus teaching on generosity 
Read Mark 12:412-44 

• How is it that Jesus can say that the widow put in more than all the 
others? 

• If it isn’t the absolute amount we give that matters, what is it about our 
giving that will please our Heavenly Father? 

 
b. Gospel Generosity 

Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-14 
• What are some of the benefits that will come from their generous giving? 
• Have you seen this in your own experience of giving and church life? 

 
 

3. Application 
 

• Tim Keller a Presbyterian Pastor from New York has asked: 
 

Are we more ‘debtors to grace’ that they were or less? Did Jesus ‘tithe’ his life 
and blood to save us or did he give it all? Tithing is a minimum standard for 
Christian believers. We certainly wouldn’t want to be in a position of giving away 
less of our income than those who had so much less of an understanding of 
what God did to save them?  
 

• Discuss 
 

• What can be obstacles to giving something in the order of 10% or more? 
 

• Could we agree together to reflect and review our giving amount in the 
light of God’s word?  

 
 
Prayer  

• Allow a time for quiet reflection and prayer  
 

• Pray in response to the studies.  
 

• Pray that the Lord by his Spirit would give us generous hearts.  
 
 


