
 
 

Week 1:  Why Should We Give? 
 

The Big Idea:  
The Bible makes it very clear from beginning to end that God’s people are to be 
generous. Generous in support of what Christ is doing in the world and generous 
toward believers and others in need. In this study we explore what should motivate our 
giving? 
 
 
Introduce the Series 

1. Make sure everyone has a copy of the Gospel Giving Handbook.  
2. Read the introduction with your group 
3. Explain that the aim of the series is not primarily to address the churches 

financial need but going deeper into this very important area of discipleship. Our 
attitude to money really matters in our walk with Jesus and the bible has a great 
deal to teach about it.  

 
 
Discussion Starter 
We all have given something to someone. We give gifts at Christmas. We give flowers 
and chocolates. We give to charities and we give to church.   
 
Brainstorm as a group the reasons, good and not so good, why people might give or 
donate. Go around the group so that everyone has a chance to speak.    
 
Why should we give? 

• Work through the five reasons given to give on pages 4 and 5 of the giving 
handbook.  

• Only spend around 5 minutes per question. If it is a larger group, you could 
share out the questions and have the sub groups report back.  The questions 
are connected in with the material covered in the daily reading notes.  

 
1. God Gave first  

• Read the paragraph in the handbook 
 

• Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-9 
 

• What is striking about the generosity of the Macedonian churches? 
 

 
 



2. Renewed minds and changed hearts 
• Read the paragraph in the handbook.  

 
• Read 1 John 3:16-18 

 
• What is at stake in this aspect of our discipleship? 

 
 
3. Eternal Priorities 

• Read the paragraph in the handbook 
 

• Read Matthew 6:19-24 
 

• What does laying up treasures on earth look like? 
 

• What does laying up treasures in heaven look like? (1 Tim 6:17-19) 
 

 
4. For God’s glory and our good 

• Read the paragraph in the handbook 
 

• Read Philippians 4:10-19 
 

• Why does Paul rejoice that the Philippians had supported him generously? 
 

 
5. To make disciples 

• Read the paragraph in the handbook 
 

• Read 1 Timothy 4:11-16, 5:17-18 
 

• Why are “elders whose work is preaching and teaching” so important to church 
health and our mission together? 
 
 

Application 
• Ask the group if there are other reasons to give in the bible that should be 

noted? 
 

• Break into pairs  
o Reflect on the five reasons: 

§ Which of the five has been the bigger influence on my Christian 
life. 

§ Which of the five could be more prominent in my thinking? 
 

• Report back to the group.  
 
 
Prayer  
Suggest everyone write a one sentence prayer related to the study and then ask those 
who are comfortable to share in prayer.  


