
 
 

Blinded by Unbelief  
Week 6: Matthew 13:53-14:12 

 
The Big Idea:  
Lack of faith comes from refusing to see the real Jesus. Faith sees the real Jesus and drives 
someone to rely on Him. 
 
Introduction 
Do you have a friend or family member who has a block about seeing Jesus for who He is? What do 
you think blocks them? 
Or, If you had an apprentice, which characteristic would be worse; arrogance, not believing what 
you say, or fear of the job? 
 

Not at Home 
Read Matthew 13:53-58 
1. How do the people of Jesus’ hometown view Jesus? 

- What soil do they remind you of? 
- What don’t they see? Why do you think they miss it? 

 
2. What is Jesus’ response to them? 

 
3. Split into small groups and have each group look up these verses (Matthew 8:2-3, 

14-15; 9:22, 28-29, 11:21) 
- What do you notice about each of the people that have faith? (Share what you 

found) 
- What does their faith do for them? 
- How does Jesus respond to their faith? 

 
4. In what way is the faith we have in Jesus, the same as what we see here? Is it 

different? 
 
5. How might the response of the people from Jesus’ hometown be a warning for us? 
 



 
 

Misplaced Fear  
Read Matthew 14:1-12 

 
5. Get everyone to draw a picture of Herod based on the way he is described in the 

passage. Share what you drew in pairs. OR - “Describe what we see about 
Herod’s character here?” 

 
6. What do Herod and Jesus’ neighbours agree about Jesus? (see verses 13:54 & 

14:2) 
 
7. Do either of these stories resonate with people you know? 

- What else blocks people's ability to see Jesus? 
- What things can remove those blocks? 

 
8. How would you describe your relationship with Jesus? Are there times when it 

looks like any of the examples we have read about today? 
- How might the fruit of unbelief show itself in Christians today? (misplaced fear, 

taking offence at Jesus’ words, glorifying self - pride) 
- What will help you see Jesus rightly to respond in trust? 

  
Pray 
 
 
 
 
 
 


