
 
Week 9: Matthew 16:13-27 

The Unexpected Messiah 
 
The Big Idea:  
Jesus reveals to his disciples that he is the suffering Messiah. Their expectations are 
turned upside down as Jesus teaches his Apostles the way of the cross. 
 
Introduction 
What do you think people would say the full life is? 
 
Read Matthew 16:13-27 

 
1. Do you think Peter was right about who Jesus is? (why/why not?) 
- What did he get? What didn’t he get? 

 
2. What does Jesus reveal about himself? 

 
3. How is this different to what Peter was expecting? 
- Why do you think Jesus calls Peter Satan? 
- What do you think most people would come up with if you asked them what Satan 

was up to in the world? (How would Jesus challenge their view?) 
- How might we make Peter’s mistake today? 

 
4. Despite Peter’s mistake, what role will he have in the future? (Acts 2:37-41; 

Acts 8:14-17; and Acts 10:44-45) 
- How do we see Jesus establishing His church through Peter in Acts? 
- Verse 19 is a tricky one to work out. The rabbis of Jesus day used the “binding” and 

“tying” images to talk about what is and isn’t the right way to live. (See Matthew 
18:15-19 for how Jesus’ uses the phrase again to talk about dealing with sin among 
the people of God.) How do Peter and the apostles have authority to work out 
decisions for the people of God (see this in practice in Acts 15)? 



- How would you describe Peter’s authority? How could it be overstated? Although 
Peter is given the keys to the kingdom, it is as He lives out his God-given authority that God brings out 
His plans for His people. God is control and his work this out his control through Peter.  

 
5. What expectations does this passage give about following Jesus? 
- How should it shape our perspective on life? 
- What might a Christian on the Central Coast struggle to let go of to follow Jesus? 
-  Split in pairs. What might denying yourself look like for you? How are Jesus words 

a challenge for you? 
- Come back together share some reflections. How does this passage show that 

following Jesus is worth the cost? 
 
Pray 


