
    

 
 

Something Greater is here! 
Week 4: Matthew 12 

 
The Big Idea:  
The rule of Jesus is radically different from the rule of the Pharisees. His rule is governed 
by love, humility and justice. 
 
Introduction   
If someone was to describe your top 3 character traits, what do you think they’d say? 
Discuss and share in group. Is love, or something like love, one of them?  
 
Context: From last week, what different responses have we seen to Jesus? How would 
you put the right response in a sentence? (Or what verses would you use from Matthew 
11?) 
 
Read Matthew 12:1-45 
 

1. If the Pharisees could rule the world, what do you think it would be like? 
 

2. How is it different to Jesus’ invite from 11:28-30? (also 12:7) 
- What heavy burdens are the Pharisees heaping on people? 

 
3. Have a look at the Isaiah reference, what does it say about Jesus? 

- Just in our passage, how do you see Jesus fulfilling this? 
 
4. How are the Pharisees trying to block Jesus’ ministry? 
 
5. How does Jesus challenge the Pharisees?  

 
6. What do you think it is that is driving the Pharisees? 

- What is destructive about that in their lives? 
- What situations is it easier to be like this?  



- How can we change to be driven by the love and humility Jesus has? 
 
7. Jesus is completely different to the rule of the Pharisees. How would you 

describe the shape of Jesus’ kingdom? 
-  Where are all the places you see this? 

 
8. Have a look at John 13:34-35. What does Jesus expect from his people? 

- In your top 3 character traits, did love or something similar get a mention? 
- What situations do you find the way of love difficult? How might reflecting on 

the character of Jesus help in these times? 
- What areas of life would you like love to drive you even more? What 

difference could you see that making? 
 
Pray  
 
 


