
 
“What kind of man is this?” 
Week 1: Matthew 8:1-9:34 

 
The Big Idea:  
Jesus who taught with authority now acts with authority, giving a taste of what his new 
kingdom will look like and demonstrating that he alone has the power to bring it in. 
 
RECAP: What can you recall from Matthew last year? What were some of the big themes?  
It may be worth quickly looking at the conclusion to the Sermon on the Mount (7:24-29) 
 
Read Matthew 8:1-9:34 (split up sections with different readers) 
 

1. Which story strikes you most? Why? 
 

2. What are the different ways Jesus shows his power? 
- Sickness/Illness? – Storms? – Demonic? – Sin? – Death? 
 
Optional - Have a couple of members look up these verses (Leviticus 13:45-46, Psalm 
107:23-31, Isaiah 43:25, ). Read them aloud. “How do these verses give extra weight to Jesus’ actions? 

 
3. “Let’s try work out the purpose of Jesus’ miracles.” What is Jesus’ purpose in 

showing his power? 
- What points does Jesus make (e.g. 8:10-12, 9:6)? What points does Matthew make 

(e.g. 8:17)? 
- How does this make sense of Jesus’ positive response to people with faith? 
- When might a Christian be tempted to stop trusting in our powerful saviour? 
- How have you felt the tendency to rely on self rather than lean on Christ?  
- How have you seen people respond poorly to their sinful failings? How does this 

passage help us see how to respond rightly? 
 

4. Why do you think the Pharisees conflict with Jesus? 
- What do they need to hear? 

 



5. Why do you think John’s disciples conflict with Jesus? 
- What do they need to hear? 

 
6. What clues have chapter 8 & 9 shown us about what this new way will be like?  

- What aspects of the new kingdom do we experience now? (e.g. 9:6) 
- What aspect of the kingdom are we still waiting for? (e.g. restored creation 8:26) 
- What might it look like to have to be a ‘waiter’ for this kingdom? 
- How should the coming Kingdom dominate our hopes in life? 
- What things in life crowd this hope? What things help you fix your hope on the 

coming Kingdom?  
 
Pray 
 


