
Gospel Passion 
Study 5 – 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

 
1. Thinking back to the sermon from last weekend, what struck or challenged 

you?  
 
 
Read 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
 
2. Ask people to do the following for 5 minutes among themselves (or with a 

partner). Work out what they think the key themes/subject matter is in this 
section and how the passage can be broken up.  Write a summary 
sentence/title for each of your sections.  

 
 

My thoughts on the breakup of the passage 
1. Timothy’s report (Verse 6) 
2. Paul’s passionate response (Verses 7-13) 

• Paul’s passionate joy (Verses 7-10)  
• Paul’s passionate prayer (Verses 11-13)  

 
 
3. What questions does this passage raise for you? 
 

My Questions on the passage 
(Feel free to ask the following questions if people don’t raise them 
themselves)  
 
What is it about Timothy’s report that has gotten Paul so excited? 
• Firstly, Timothy brings good news about the Thessalonians’ faith and 

love, their vertical and horizontal relationships. Vertical – faith – they 
have a firm trust in Jesus Christ. Horizontal – love – they have genuine 
sacrificial love and concern for people. This is evidence that they are 
growing strongly as Christians. Not only did they begin the Christian life 
with faith and love but now Paul has news that they have continued in 
this distinctly Christian way of life. 



• Secondly, Timothy brings the good news that the Thessalonians have 
fond memories of Paul and his mates and long to see them again. You 
can tell their faith is strong because they want to see the one who 
brought them to faith – God’s apostle. The Thessalonians have not 
bought the lies that some have been telling about Paul and his ministry, 
and so turned from the true gospel. Rather they have continued to trust 
Paul as the one who brought the Word of God to them, and so trust 
that gospel. This also shows that they are still standing firm in the faith 
(see 1 Thessalonians 3:8). 

• So, for Paul, this news brings deep relief. The tempter has not tempted 
them away from true faith in Christ, but rather, they are still going on 
strong, holding the line. 
 

Paul’s language seems fairly over the top. Is Paul being a bit 
melodramatic? 
• Paul says stuff like  “Now we really live, since you are standing firm in 

the Lord.” And “how can we thank God enough for you in return for all 
the joy we have in the presence of our God because of you?” Are these 
statements a bit over the top, a bit of exaggeration? 

• No, they are merely a window into the heart of Paul. One of the things 
that drives him is people, and people’s faith. He is deeply passionate 
that people would come to faith, but also that they would remain strong 
in that faith and continue to grow in it. 

• Paul sees eternal reality so clearly that he knows that, under God, 
there is nothing more important than people and their trust in Christ. If 
people give up their faith in Christ they have nothing but the certainty of 
eternal punishment. For Paul that is reality, and it drives him. 

• So when Paul hears that the Thessalonians are standing firm in the 
faith he is incredibly relieved and overjoyed and encouraged and 
thankful to God. 

• He says that he and his companions were encouraged by the 
Thessalonians’ faith even in the midst of their own persecutions and 
sufferings. The growth of the Thessalonians gives him joy and 
encouragement even amid his own difficult circumstances. 

• He says “Now we really live, since you are standing firm in the Lord.” – 
Paul so binds himself with others and their progress in the faith he 
fears for people’s salvation and growth, and feels deep concern and 
passion that they would remain strong in Christ. And when they are he 
is deeply relieved. 

• He says “How can we thank God enough for you…” – Deep 
thankfulness for the joy the Thessalonians bring them. 

• Verse 10 – Paul tells them how he prays “night and day” (continually) 
and “most earnestly” that he and his mates might see them again and 
supply what is lacking in their faith. He longs to be with them and help 
them continue to grow. 

• Paul’s language is not over the top, it’s just that his love, joy, concern 
and passion for the Thessalonians is enormous. 
 

What is lacking in the Thessalonians’ faith? (verse 10) 



• The Thessalonians have a good and growing faith in Christ. They are a 
new and raw church forged in the fires of persecution and pressing 
onwards in Christ. 

• So what do they lack? They lack a lot of basic instruction that Paul 
would have given them if he were with them longer. But as Paul and 
his companions were torn away, and Timothy was only with them again 
briefly, there is still a lot they need to learn – this is the nature of being 
a young Christian. 

• Paul wants to come to them to instruct and teach them so they can 
grow in these areas. 

• Looking at the rest of the letter we get a sense of some of the key 
issues that Paul needed to instruct the Thessalonians about. He begins 
his instruction by letter, but hopes to finish it face to face. 

• Paul did get back to the Thessalonians about five years later on his 
third missionary journey, but as far as we know he didn’t get to 
Thessalonica before this (though it is possible). 

 
Paul’s prayer seems strange. He seems to be speaking to the 
Thessalonians rather than God. Is it really a prayer? (verses 11-13) 
• Yes, it’s really a prayer. Often in Paul’s letters he prays this sort of 

prayer. People often call it a wish prayer as he is telling the 
Thessalonians what he wishes or desires for them in a prayer to God.  

 
What does Paul pray for? (verses 11-13) 
• Paul prayed three things for the Thessalonian Christians: 

1. The first is very practical. Paul prayed that the Lord might clear the 
way so that he and his friends could come to the Thessalonians and 
strengthen them in their faith. Satan had somehow cut up their path 
to the Thessalonians (1 Thessalonians 2:18), and now Paul is 
praying that God would straighten it. God the Father and the Lord 
Jesus are together sovereign, and Paul asks them to clear a way so 
that he might come and supply what is lacking in the Thessalonians’ 
faith. Again we see that Paul is concerned about their faith and 
prays for opportunity to strengthen it. It’s good to pray for practical 
things that advance the gospel, for example that God would bring 
your friend to church so that they might keep sitting under God’s 
word and grow. 

2. The second thing Paul prays is that their love for the other believers 
and for others outside the church would increase and overflow. This 
is the mark of the genuine Christian. Paul prays that there would be 
an ever-growing sacrificial service of others that comes from a 
genuine care for them, first for Christians and then flowing to those 
outside the church. Paul even says, “just as ours does for you.” 
Paul prays that the Thessalonians would love as they have been 
loved by Paul and his mates. 

3. The third thing Paul prays is that God would strengthen their hearts 
so that they’d be holy and blameless when Jesus returns (“at his 
appearing” – the word has the idea of a royal visit behind it). Paul 
wants to present the Thessalonians as a blameless virgins 
dedicated fully to Christ when He comes with all his holy ones (who 
I think are most likely angels, but possibly “holy ones” might also 



including Christians who have died in the faith). And so Paul prayed 
that that is how Christ would find them on that day, holy and 
blameless. The Lord’s return and it’s implications for life are never 
far from Paul’s mind. 

 
Why did Paul write this letter after hearing Timothy’s report? 
• Very soon after Timothy arrived with the good report from the 

Thessalonians Paul wrote this letter to be taken back to them. He 
longed to visit them, but likely realised that a visit to them might not 
happen in the near future. So he wrote to remind them of all that had 
taken place in their relationship with Paul and his companions and to 
start instructing them in some of the areas that they had need. From 
Timothy’s report Paul would have known some of the things “lacking in 
their faith” and so could make a start by writing about them in this 
letter. The rest of the letter shows what some of the issues for the 
Thessalonians were. 

• But Paul still wanted to come and see them, which shows there is 
something important about personal face-to-face ministry. 

 
 
4. What are the main points the author seems to be making? What makes 

you think this (from the passage)? 
 

My thoughts on the main point of the passage 
• Paul wanted the Thessalonians to know about his response to 

Timothy’s good news about them. His response was: 
1. He was deeply overjoyed, encouraged in the persecutions and 

sufferings he was experiencing, and overwhelmingly thankful to 
God. And he constantly prayed that God might enable him to 
come to them to supply what was lacking to grow them to 
maturity. 

2. He prayed for them – that a way might be opened for him to 
come to them, that they might abundantly grow in love for each 
other and the world, and they might be strengthened to grow in 
holiness. 

 
 
5. What strikes you most from this passage?  
 

What struck me from the passage 
• Paul’s passion for people’s faith, his concern for people’s souls. He is 

so overjoyed and encouraged by Timothy’s good news that he can say 
“now we really live, since you are standing firm in the Lord.” It’s almost 
as if Paul couldn’t have gone on living if the Thessalonians weren’t still 
in the faith – like he was holding his breath waiting to hear. And when 
he hears he breaks out in thankfulness and prayer and longs to visit 
them to equip for further maturity. Paul wraps himself up in the spiritual 
progress of others. He is deeply passionate about people’s walk with 
Christ. 

• Paul binds himself to people he’s only known for a short time. Paul gets 
close to people, and opens himself up to them, and binds his life to 



theirs, and their faith is of supreme importance to him. The 
Thessalonians are not just Paul’s natural friends who he grew up with 
and played sport with and has known for years. No! Not long ago these 
guys were total strangers to him. He met them and talked to them 
about Jesus and they became Christians and so they became so dear 
to him that he can say I almost can’t live if you’ve chucked your faith in.  

• In verse 11 Paul prays asking “our God and Father” and “our Lord 
Jesus” to “clear the way for us to come to you”. Paul clearly has no 
trouble holding both God and Jesus as divine together, and the fact he 
speaks like this means he assumes the Thessalonians would be in no 
way confused by what he’s saying. In this very early letter (written less 
than 20 years after the death of Jesus) there is clear reference to 
Jesus as divine. 

 
 
6. What is God challenging you to do from this passage? 
 

Some application question ideas if people need help 
• In the next two years, what are three things you are passionate about 

accomplishing? What would Paul say to this question? 
 
• Fill in the blank with a person’s name. “Now I really live, since you 

_____________ are standing firm in the Lord.” Is this really how you 
feel? 

 
• Do you pray for people like Paul? How could you grow in 

prayerfulness? 
 

• What sort of prayers take up most of your prayer time? What might this 
show about you? 

 
 

What challenged me from the passage 
• That my passions would be God and people. To not be caught up in 

the stuff and experiences of this world, but to see people with the eyes 
of eternity and be passionate like Paul for people to come to know 
Christ and grow in Him. That I would bend all my energies towards 
bringing this about, and would be filled with relief and joy and 
encouragement and thankfulness when it happens. 

• To have Paul’s passions as seen in his prayers, which are God’s 
passions. A desire for myself and others to grow in love and holiness. 

• To be prayerful for these things. 
 
 
7. Pray together about what you have learnt and been challenged by from 

this study. 
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