
Gospel Concern 
Study 4 – 1 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5 

 
1. What sort of situations or circumstances would cause you to be worried or 

concerned about someone? 
 
 
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5 
 
2. What would you say are the big movements of thought in this passage? 
 

My thoughts on the breakup of the passage 
1. Paul’s thankfulness for the Thessalonians (1 Thess 2:13-16) 

• The Thessalonians’ reception of the message (2:13) 
• Amid persecution (like the Judean Churches) (2:14-16) 

2. Paul’s love & concern for the Thessalonians (1 Thess 2:17-3:5)  
• Paul’s desire to return to them (2:17-18) 
• Paul’s joy in them (2:19-20) 
• Timothy’s mission to them in Paul’s place (3:1-5) 

 
 
3. What questions does this passage raise for you? 

My Questions on the passage 
(Feel free to ask the following questions if people don’t raise them 
themselves)  

  
Why does Paul spend so much time in this passage telling the 
Thessalonians things they already know happened? 
• Paul is still combating those who are calling into question his ministry. 

It seems that Paul’s opponents are criticising Paul by saying that he 
has abandoned the Thessalonians, he’s forgotten them, or he’s too 
scared to come back. So Paul recounts his ministry to the 
Thessalonians to remind them that the message he brought to them 
was God’s Word and it worked among them profoundly – Paul’s 
ministry was for real. He reminds them that they responded to the 
gospel and lived it out in spite of persecution, just as other churches 
have done – their experience is genuine, because Paul’s ministry was 



genuine. He also reminds them of His desire and yet inability to return 
to them, as well has his deep concern for them, and also recalls how 
he sent Timothy (the only thing he could do) do strengthen them, 
encourage them, and check their faith was still intact. 

• Paul is showing them at every turn he was concerned and involved 
with them. The only reason he left them originally was the persecution 
and the resulting legal obligation of the bond (Acts 17), and the only 
reason he was not able to return was also outside his control (Satan 
stopped them from returning). 

• In laying down his ministry Paul also gives us a great example of 
gospel ministry, especially what true gospel concern should look like. 

 
How can Paul say that the message they spoke to the Thessalonians 
was “not the word of men”? Surely word came directly from men. 
• It did indeed come directly from humans. It is a word spoken by 

humans. But Paul is saying that the Thessalonians recognised that it 
actually originated much higher up than with humans, it originated with 
God. It is God’s message, it is God’s Word. And when humans speak 
this Word it is God addressing people. Conversion is when God so 
regenerates our hearts that we are able to accept the Word of God as 
the Word of God. We hear the gospel message and accept it as God’s 
authoritative Word calling us to repentance and faith and we respond. 

• This shows that Paul and the apostles were very conscious that, when 
speaking the truths of the gospel, their words were God’s Word, their 
message was God’s message. And so, in their teaching and writing, we 
have the Word of God passed on, just as was the case with the old 
testament prophets. Our Bible is the Word of the living God. 

• What this also means is when we speak or preach the word of the 
apostles to people we are speaking the Word of God to people. And it 
comes with the authority and force of a divine Word, not merely as 
human words. 

 
In what way did the Thessalonians copy the churches in Judea? Did 
they even know them? 
• They didn’t copy in the sense that they saw what the churches in Judea 

did and imitated them. Rather, they copied in the sense of having the 
same experiences that these churches had, even though they never 
saw them, because it was a common experience among God’s 
churches.  

• They accepted the Word of God as the Word of God and let that Word 
work in them and change them, and they did this in spite of strong 
opposition from their countrymen. In this way they were like the Judean 
churches who in accepting the Word of God and letting it transform 
their lives experienced great persecution from the Jews. 

• This is the authentic experience of God’s people. 
 

Paul speaks extremely harshly towards the Jews. Is this fair? 
• It is worth noting that here that Paul is not condemning all Jews. He 

himself was a Jew, as were many of the first Christians, and he felt 
deep compassion for his people who had not yet turned to Christ 
(Romans 9:1-5) 



• He is here condemning Jews who stand in opposition to God and so 
opposition to God’s people. He is speaking of those Jews in Judea who 
killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets and drove the apostles out – 
those totally hostile to God, His message and messengers. 

• Paul says that they displease God and are hostile to all men. They are 
anti-God and anti-human. How are hostile to men? Though they may 
not recognise it, they are trying to stop people hearing God’s message 
of salvation and so are hindering people from being saved (verse 16). 
This is the ultimate hostility. 

• Paul says that in this behaviour they are heaping up their sins to the 
limit. Their sin is reaching it’s full measure and they are ripe for 
judgment. He also says that “The wrath of God has come upon them at 
last.” Does this mean God’s wrath has already come on them in some 
way? More likely it is a way of saying it is certain but the experience of 
it is yet to come. When is it coming? There are a few possibilities, but I 
think most likely at the final judgment. 

 
How does Satan stop Paul from returning to see the Thessalonians? 
• We have no idea how Satan stopped Paul coming to visit the 

Thessalonians. There are a number of possibilities that people raise, 
but we have no way of knowing the exact cause for Paul’s inability to 
return to them. 

• But we do know that Paul attributes it to Satan. Satan, while defeated 
by Christ on the cross, and to be eternally punished once Christ 
returns, now has a degree of freedom (under God) to carry out his 
tempting and destroying work on the earth. He is keen to deceive, 
tempt and hinder the work of the gospel. Here is an example of how 
Paul sees Satan hindering gospel work – by stopping Paul from getting 
back to the Thessalonians to strengthen them in their faith. By what 
means Satan did this we just don’t know. 

• This is not to say that Paul thinks these situations are somehow 
outside God’s control. No, Satan only has power to work under God’s 
authority. Paul would recognise that as Satan works, even doing evil, 
he is actually bringing about God’s sovereign will and purposes. Even 
this situation would have to be an example of God working all things for 
the good of those who love Him and are called according to His 
purpose (Romans 8:28). 

 
Is Paul boasting when he says that the Thessalonians are “our hope, 
our joy… the crown in which we will glory”? 
• Paul says literally “For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of exaltation 

(boasting).” The “for” explains why Paul longed to see his friends. The 
Thessalonians fill his heart with hope, joy and exaltation. Hope that 
God’s work begun in them will be carried on to completion, joy in their 
faith that is so evident, and exaltation as Paul looks forward to 
presenting the Thessalonians before Christ at His return as the fruit of 
his service. 

• Paul takes pride and delight in the Thessalonian converts like a parent 
in their child – He has joy in them and holds high hopes for their future. 

• And they are Paul’s crown in which he boasts (exalts, glories). Other 
places speak of Paul’s converts as the fruit of his service (Romans 



1:13) and the seal of his apostleship (1 Corinthians 9:2) and in 
Philippians as his “joy and crown”. An athlete receives a crown when 
they are victorious and it gives them good reason for rejoicing/boasting. 
Paul’s converts are his prize, showing that he has not run in vain. They 
are evidence that he has faithfully carried out his commission. 

• This is not an outburst of pride by Paul, with Paul saying how great he 
is. This is an outburst of joy in what the Lord has done in the 
Thessalonians. They are the fruit of work done well and victory 
achieved. The Thessalonians hold a high place in Paul’s heart. 

 
Why does Paul send Timothy? What was he hoping to achieve? 
• Paul’s sends Timothy because he himself is unable to leave Athens, 

but he can send Timothy even though it is a sacrifice for him to do so. 
He calls Timothy “our brother and God’s fellow worker in spreading the 
gospel of Christ”, highlighting that Timothy is partnering in God’s work, 
working alongside God. 

• Paul sends Timothy for two reasons: 
1. To strengthen and encourage the Thessalonians in their faith. He 

does this because he doesn’t want the Thessalonians to be 
unsettled in their faith by the persecutions they are experiencing. In 
fact, in this passage, Paul reminds the Thessalonians that he told 
them while he was with them that these persecutions are the 
normal Christian experience. 

2. To find out about the Thessalonians’ faith and make sure the 
tempter had not tempted them away – this is Paul’s deepest 
concern (though the words in the original language convey 
confidence that they are still going strong). 

 
4. What are the main points the author seems to be making? What makes 

you think this (from the passage)? 
 

My thoughts on the main point of the passage 
• Paul is still writing to combat any claims that he does not care about 

the Thessalonians and that his ministry was not authentic in some way.  
• Paul recalls with thanks how the Thessalonians received the gospel in 

spite of strong opposition, just like the churches in Judea who were 
strongly persecuted by the Jews. This shows that Paul’s ministry 
amongst them really was God’s Word at work among them. 

• Paul also recalls his concern for the young Thessalonian church whom 
he loved and who were his joy, but whom he was torn away from, and 
though he desired to return was unable to do so due to Satan’s work, 
and so he sent Timothy to encourage and strengthen them and to 
make sure they were still strong in the faith. Again this shows Paul was 
not unconcerned and had just left and moved on as soon as 
persecution arose, but rather he was thinking of them, concerned about 
them, trying to get to them, and had sent Timothy to them. 

 
 
5. What strikes you most from this passage?  
 

What struck me from the passage 



• That the message of the apostles is God’s Word and so when we 
speak the message of the apostles we are speaking God’s Word. 

• That it is hostility to people to stop the gospel from going to them. 
• Paul’s deep love and delight in the Thessalonians Christians. 
• Paul’s deep concern for them. He is no uninvolved pastor.  

 
 
6. What is God challenging you to do from this passage? 
 

Some application question ideas if people need help 
• If you really believed that the gospel is the “Word of God”, a Word that 

“works” how would it reshape your life? 
 
• If stopping people from hearing the gospel is “hostile”, what does this 

teach us about what it is to be profoundly loving? 
 

• What are the things that really concern you in life? Do they match up 
with Paul’s big concern here? (1 Thess 3:5) 

 
• If you really believed that we were are destined for trials as Christians, 

how might this reshape the way you live? 
 

• While we do not all have the same level of pastoral responsibility, we 
are all responsible to help others grow in the faith, especially those less 
mature than us. Who’s faith are you concerned for? Do you feel about 
them as Paul does for the Thessalonians? 

 
• What did Paul invest his life in? What are you currently investing your 

life in (e.g. your time, energy, effort, money, thought, concern)? 
 

What challenged me from the passage 
• That if it is profoundly hostile to people to stop the gospel from going to 

them, it is profoundly loving to share the gospel with them – be more 
loving. 

• That I would, like Paul, invest my life in people and helping them come 
to, and progress in, faith. 

• That I would have a deep personal love and concern for my brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 

• That I would recognise the most important thing in people’s lives is 
whether they have faith or not, and whether their faith is going strong. 

 
 
7. Pray together about what you have learnt and been challenged by from 

this study. 
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