
Gospel Ministry 
Study 3 – 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 

 
1. Thinking back to last week’s study, what was the main point of the 

passage?  
 
 
Read 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 
 
2. If this passage was a DVD, what chapters would you divide it into, and 

what would you call them.  
 

My thoughts on the breakup of the passage 
1. The missionaries’ motives (Verse 1-6) 
2. The missionaries’ behaviour – like a mother (Verses 6-8)  
3. The missionaries’ behaviour – like a father (Verses 9-12)  

 
 

3. What questions does this passage raise for you? 
My Questions on the passage 
(Feel free to ask the following questions if people don’t raise them 
themselves)  

  
Why does Paul spend so much time speaking about their first visit to 
the Thessalonians and their motives in sharing the gospel during 
that visit (verses 1-4)? 
• It appears that someone was calling into question the ministry of Paul 

and his companions and questioning their motives and behaviour.  
• We do not know exactly who was saying what but from Paul’s letter to 

the Corinthians we see this was common, and from this chapter we can 
guess some of the things that were being said about Paul’s ministry, 
especially since he left the church in its infancy. 

• Looking at the things Paul is saying in defence of his ministry it seems 
the accusations levelled at Paul are like things like: He ran away, and 
doesn’t really care. He’s insincere and was just one more travelling 
religious teacher who was really looking for sex, money, power or 



prestige. So when trouble came he bolted – and see he hasn’t 
returned. 

• In 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 Paul is defending his ministry, both his 
motives and practice, as well as providing a model to imitate in regards 
to shape of true gospel ministry. 

 
What were the motives of Paul and his companions in their ministry 
to the Thessalonians? 
• In verse 1 Paul says that their visit to Thessalonica was not a failure, 

which translated literally is “empty” – their visit was not empty. Does 
Paul then mean empty of purpose or empty of result? The translation 
“failure” makes it sound like he meant empty of result – i.e. there was a 
good result of conversions. But the sentence is most likely speaking 
about purpose as Paul is drawing a contrast between verse 1 and 
verse 2 (verse 2 actually begins with the word ‘but’ in the Greek). Their 
visit was not empty because they boldly came preaching the gospel in 
spite of opposition. Paul is saying that their ministry was not hollow, 
empty of purpose, but was rather filled with the purpose of preaching 
the gospel. 

• Paul then goes on to say that he and his companions experienced 
suffering and insult in Philippi (Acts 16), and yet this did not stop them 
coming to preach the gospel in Thessalonica. In Thessalonica they 
also experienced great opposition and yet dared (boldly spoke) to 
preach the gospel in spite of this opposition. This shows they were not 
insincere or only in it for themselves or when the going was good. They 
were committed to sharing God’s gospel with the Thessalonians. 

• Paul says in verse 3 that his appeal did not spring from: 
o Error – that is wrong thinking, being self-deceived 
o Impure motives – for selfish immoral gain. The word has the 

idea of sexual impurity. 
o Trickery – they are not trying to deceive the Thessalonians 

• Rather they speak as those God has approved to be entrusted with the 
gospel (verse 4). 

• Their motive was to please God not men (verse 4). They were not self 
seeking, and they were not man-pleasing, but were seeking to be God-
pleasers, and they knew that God is the one who tests our hearts – the 
one who really knows what’s going on in our motives. 

• They didn’t use flattery (verse 5) – saying what people wanted to hear 
and using praise and kind words to get what they wanted. 

• They didn’t put on a mask to cover up greed – pretend they were 
bringing God’s gospel but really hiding behind that and in their heart of 
hearts just making money from the enterprise. And Paul makes the 
point that God is their witness – God is the is the one who knows their 
hearts and can bear witness to their true motives. 

• Again Paul says in verse 6 that He was not looking for praise from 
men, not from them or anyone else (see verse 4). Rather, their big 
motive was to please God.  

 
 
Why does it matter what motives Paul & his companions had in 
sharing the gospel as long as it got out? 



• It is not merely the message that is important in gospel ministry but 
also the messenger’s motives and life. God is the one who tests hearts 
(verse 4) and knows every motive, and He is concerned that ministry 
be done to please Him and not others, that ministry be done in service 
of God and people, not for gain and self-promotion. 

• It is God’s gospel (verse 2) and is entrusted by God (verse 4) to those 
who are approved. It therefore must be handled appropriately, passed 
on faithfully without tampering with it, and without using it for personal 
gain. Otherwise, the ministry will be brought into disrepute and this will 
effect how people receive the gospel. 

 
In what way could Paul and his companions have been a burden to 
the Thessalonian Christians?  
• They could have exercised their apostolic right to have been financially 

supported (1 Corinthians 9:1-14), but they didn’t. Instead, they “worked 
hard night and day in order not to be a burden to anyone while we 
preached the gospel of God to you.” They supported themselves 
financially through their own work, Paul presumably used his skills as a 
tent-maker to support himself. And while they worked to support 
themselves they preached the gospel free of any charge or obligation 
for the Thessalonians give them anything. 

• Paul is raising this here because he is still dealing with slurs against his 
ministry. He shows that he was not in it for dishonest gain because he 
didn’t even allow the Thessalonians to financially support him, but 
brought the gospel while he supported himself. This shows his integrity 
in gospel preaching, that he was not in it for financial gain as some 
might have claimed. 

 
Isn’t it a bit arrogant to say that you’ve lived as “holy, righteous and 
blameless”? 
• Paul is not saying that they are perfect, but that amongst the 

Thessalonians they lived “holy, righteous and blameless lives”, that is 
godly lives, with right motives, free from accusation. And Paul is saying 
that the Thessalonians were witnesses of how Paul and his 
companions lived – the Thessalonians could observe the 
blamelessness of the missionaries. 

• Paul is against appealing to the Thessalonians’ memory of how he and 
his companions lived amongst them that they might take no notice of 
anyone speaking negatively against them and their ministry. 

 
Why does Paul speak of he and his companions as being like a 
mother and a father to the Thessalonian Christians? 
• The ministry of Paul and his companions amongst the Thessalonians 

was parental, and showed both the characteristics of a mother and a 
father.  

• Like a mother they were “gentle among them, like a mother caring for 
her little children”. This is said in the context of not requiring financial 
support. Like a mother they were there to look after and gently care for 
their little children in the faith (the new Thessalonian Christians) not to 
get the children to look after and support them. And in verse 8 we learn 
that like a mother they were “delighted to share with you not only the 



gospel of God but our lives as well”. They weren’t cold and 
dispassionate, but rather shared their whole lives with the 
Thessalonians, investing themselves in loving and caring for the 
Thessalonians and helping them know and grow in Christ. This shows 
that gospel ministry is about people and real genuine relationships. 

• Like a Father they encouraged, comforted and urged the 
Thessalonians to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into His 
kingdom and glory. Like a Father seeking to develop and grow his 
children, Paul and his companions encouraged, comforted and urged 
the Thessalonians on to holiness. They urged them on to live a life 
worthy of God, and worthy of the God who has called them with His 
powerful effective call into His kingdom and glory. This God is worthy of 
all service, honour and holiness of life. Ministry has a Fatherly tone, 
where those more mature in the faith seek to come alongside and 
encourage, comfort and urge on those younger in the faith. 

 
4. What are the main points the author seems to be making? What makes 

you think this (from the passage)? 
 

My thoughts on the main point of the passage 
• Despite the accusations people were making against the ministry of 

Paul and his companions in Thessalonica, Paul makes clear that their 
ministry was pure of motive, behaviour and example. 

• They brought the gospel in spite of strong opposition, showing they 
didn’t do it for personal gain. They were not deceived or deceiving, they 
were not seeking impure gain or praise from people. Rather they 
sought to please God. So they ministered gently like a mother, not 
being a financial burden on the Thessalonians while they shared their 
lives and brought them the gospel. And like a Father they were 
encouraging, comforting and urging the Thessalonians on to live 
worthily of God. 

• Paul’s recount of his ministry among the Thessalonians here is both 
designed to silence the critics and set up an example of faithful gospel 
ministry. 

 
 
5. What strikes you most from this passage?  
 

What struck me from the passage 
• God is the one who tests hearts, who knows motives. And it matters 

that I live pleasing God. Often it is possible to live life and do ministry 
for selfish gain or to please people or gain prestige. We are to live and 
do ministry to please God. He is the audience that matters. 

• That in gospel ministry holiness of life is as important as faithfulness in 
bringing the message. 

• We are to be involved in the lives of younger Christians, caring for 
them and urging them on in Christ like mothers and fathers – good 
ministry is about sharing the gospel and your life with people. 

 
 
6. What is God challenging you to do from this passage? 



 
Some application question ideas if people need help 
• What sort of ministry are you involved in? Do you need to get more 

involved in serving at church? 
 
• What sort of bad motives are you tempted to have when you serve? 

What motives would you like to develop further? 
 

• Do you have one or more people who are younger in the faith than you 
who you are seeking help grow in Christ? Who? Are you sharing your 
life with them as well as the Word of God? 

 
• What things could you work on to make yourself more like a mother 

and a father to those you are helping to grow as Christians? 
 

• What changes do you need to make to your lifestyle to be more holy, 
righteous and blameless? 

 
What challenged me from the passage 
• That I often love the praise of men too much and the praise of God too 

little. I want to be devoted to pleasing God. 
• To foster an ongoing commitment to sharing my life with people as I 

seek to help them come to know and grow in Jesus. 
• Grow in my determination to pursue greater holiness, righteousness 

and blamelessness of life. 
 
 
7. Pray together about what you have learnt and been challenged by from 

this study. 
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