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This Summer on Mission  (10 minutes)

1. Play the ‘This Summer’ vid which can be found with this weeks Growth Group study.

2. Ask everyone to open the ‘This Summer volunteer at EV’ form with their phones. This can be found on the front page of the church website. (evchurch.info)
a. Show your group how to find the website (google it if needed) 
b. Click on the ‘This Summer’ box
c. Show people that when you click on the event boxes a bunch of different ways to serve pop up.

3. Ask the group to share how they are or would like to be involved this summer. 
a. We want this to be an encouraging time where people share what they have already committed to do or think they may like to do. Some people may ask others to serve with them.

4. Give people a couple minutes to look through the form. They may want to fill it in now or later. 

5. Close in prayer thanking God that we can be a part of his work on the coast and that he will bless our efforts and cause loads of people to come hear the good news of Jesus and be saved. 
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Study 2 – 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

1. Thinking back to the sermon from last weekend, what struck or challenged you? 


Read 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

2. Ask people to do the following for 5 minutes among themselves (or with a partner). Work out what they think the key themes/subject matter is in this section and how the passage can be broken up.  Write a summary sentence/title for each of your sections. 

My thoughts on the breakup of the passage
1. Greeting to the Thessalonians (Verse 1)
2. Prayer of thanks for the Thessalonians (Verses 2-3) 
3. Gospel power amongst the Thessalonians (Verses 4-6) 
4. The conversion experience of the Thessalonians (Verses 7-10) 


3. What questions does this passage raise for you?

My Questions on the passage
(Feel free to ask the following questions if people don’t raise them themselves) 
	
Do Paul, Silas & Timothy all write the letter?
· No, most likely only Paul writes the letter, but they’re all with him and he writes it on behalf of all of them.

What does it mean to be “in” God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ?
· The word “church” is our translation of a Greek word that just means ‘assembly’ or ‘gathering’, a word which can refer to an angry mob as easily as it can refer to a gathering of Christians. But Paul is writing to the “church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ”. He is writing to the gathering of the Thessalonians that is united to God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
· At conversion we are united to Christ, and His Father. We come into intimate relationship with them and they with us. We are joined to them, we are ‘in Christ’ and Christ is ‘in us’.
· A church is a gathering united to God through Christ.

What are the three things Paul gives thanks for the Thessalonians?
· Paul gives thanks for the outworking of their faith, love and hope – together these three words summarise the Christian life.
1. Work produced by faith - They have a faith that works. If you trust Jesus (have faith) then you do what He says. You work for His purposes, serving Him, living to please Him, and doing what He calls you to do.
2. Labour prompted by love - When you experience God’s love for you it prompts a hard working love in you for others. You serve them, you work for their good and their growth.
3. Endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ - The Christian life is hard – there are temptations, there’s distractions, there’s mocking, there’s sometimes danger. In Acts 17 we saw how the Thessalonian church was born in persecution and riots. People wanted to shut Jesus’ followers down. How do you endure as a Christian? How do you stay strong and not give up? It’s by having a rich hope. That certainty that Christ is coming back to take you to glory. We can endure great hardships for Christ now if we know that glory awaits.

What does it mean that God chooses people? How do we know who is chosen?
· God elects those who will be saved. 
· In verse 4 we see that God has placed His special love upon the Thessalonian Christians and has chosen them, and you can tell that they’re chosen by the way they received the gospel. People chosen by God to be His people welcome the gospel and it transforms their life.
· We see here, as we do throughout the Bible, divine sovereignty and human responsibility sitting side by side. God chooses who will be saved, and His Spirit effectively and powerfully convicts them, bringing them to true repentance and salvation as they welcome the gospel.
· There is a real human responsibility to accept the gospel, but it is clear here that God’s sovereign will in choosing and saving is being worked out.

What does it mean that the gospel came to them “not simply with words”? Isn’t the gospel all about sharing words?
· The gospel is words, it’s very nature is that it is a message from God to people calling them to repent and come under the Lordship of Jesus, and for those who do there is the possibility of being forgiven.
· But the gospel is never simply words because God is in the gospel. When the gospel is preached God is there and God is working. The gospel is power because the Spirit accompanies it and achieves His purposes through it.
· To come with power, with the Holy Spirit, and with deep conviction are all parallel phrases. The Spirit takes the Words of the gospel and powerfully and deeply convicts people so that they are profoundly converted.

Who’s copying who?
· The Thessalonians copied Paul and his companions, and copied Jesus Himself. Verse 6 says they did this by accepting the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit, in spite of suffering persecution. So they copied Paul and Jesus by exhibiting the joy given by the Holy Spirit under severe suffering, just as Paul and Jesus had done.
· But now the churches throughout Macedonia and Achaia are copying them. The Thessalonian church, which was far from perfect but was new raw and going well, had become a model worth imitating – the message rang out from them (like a clear trumpet blast), and their genuine life-transforming conversion and faith in the Lord Jesus had become known everywhere.

Verses 9-10 are a description of the Thessalonians’ conversion. What takes place when someone becomes a Christian?

1. Turn from idols – a decisive break with what we worshipped
2. Turn to serve the living and true God (as opposed to idols which are inactive and false)
3. Wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead – Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. There is wrath to come, but Jesus is the rescuer from that wrath.
· So we have past, present, and future in this verse:
· In the past – you turned to God from idols
· In the present – you serve the living and true God
· In the future – God’s Son will come and so we live waiting for that day 
· The Son, who in the past – was raised from the dead
· The Son, who in the present – rescues us
· The Son, who in the future – will bring the coming wrath, the judgment of God


4. What are the main points the author seems to be making? What makes you think this (from the passage)?

My thoughts on the main point of the passage
· The gospel radically transforms those God has chosen – that’s what it did for the Thessalonians.
· The gospel came to them powerfully by the Holy Spirit and so they welcomed it with joy in spite of opposition and turned from idols to serve the true and living God and wait for His Son from heaven. The transformation is something that was clearly seen in their lives, being evident in the actions that flowed from their faith, love and hope.
· They were a model for churches around them, as the Lord’s message rang out from them.

5. What strikes you most from this passage? 

What struck me from the passage
· That the gospel Word is a powerful convicting Spirit Word. It works mightily in God’s chosen people to bring them to turn from idols to serve the living and true God, and transforms their lives radically.

6. What is God challenging you to do from this passage?

Some application question ideas if people need help
· How could you be more of a model for other Christians to follow?

· Which people do you seek to model your Christian life on ?

· Can people see your faith, love and hope from the way you live? How could you work on each of these areas more?

· Does the Lord’s message ring out from your life? How could you make this more of a reality?

· Do you have confidence that the gospel is powerful to transform people’s lives?

What challenged me from the passage
· That I need to have greater confidence in the mighty gospel that transforms people’s lives so that I seek every opportunity to speak it to others.
· That my life needs to be a life worthy of imitation. People do copy us, and so I need to make sure that all I do and say brings honour to Jesus, and is a model worth copying.
· That more and more I would have a hardworking practical love for others in response to God’s love for me.


7. Pray together about what you have learnt and been challenged by from this study.
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