
 
Summer Series Survey no. 5  (5 minutes) 

 
1. Spend a few minutes praying that the Summer Series will continue to 

be a great way for people to start considering Questions they may 
have for God and that this will cause them to investigate more.  

 
2. Remind people to keep praying for those they have spoken to already 

and those they haven’t spoken to yet.           
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Gospel Response 
Study 1 – Acts 17:1-15 

 
1. In the past, when it has come up in conversation that you are a Christian, 

what different sorts of reactions have people had to you?  
 
 
Read Acts 17:1-15 
 
2. In both the section about Paul’s ministry to the Thessalonians (Acts 17:1-

9) and the section about Paul’s ministry to the Bereans (Acts 17:10-15) the 
action seems to break in half. What happens in the first half of each 
section, and what happens in the second half? 

 
My thoughts on the breakup of the passage 
1. Paul’s ministry to the Thessalonians (17:1-4) 
2. Hostility to Paul’s ministry (17:5-9)  
3. Paul’s ministry to the Bereans (17:10-12)  
4. Hostility to Paul’s ministry (17:13-15)  

 
 
3. What questions does this passage raise for you? 
 

My Questions on the passage 
(Feel free to ask the following questions if people don’t raise them 
themselves)  

 
Why does Paul go the Synagogue first? 
• It is Paul’s “custom” (verse 2) to go to the Synagogue first. He did this 

because he recognized that while he was the apostle to the gentiles 
(Acts 9:15), there was a priority to take the gospel “first to the Jew and 
then to the Gentile” (Romans 1:16; Acts 13:44-46). 

 
What is Paul’s message? 
• The words “Scriptures”, “message”, and “Word of God” are used in the 

passage. Paul’s message was the Word of God. 
• And it was: 



• From the Scriptures – the old testament (verse 2) 
• About the Christ – the Messiah – the King promised in the old 

testament to come and bring salvation (verse 3) 
• About the Christ’s suffering and rising from the dead (verse 3) – The 

historical events of Jesus’ death and resurrection are the fulfilment of 
the old testament Scriptures 

• Jesus is the Christ – Jesus is this promised King (verses 3 & 7) 
 
How does Paul try to get the message out? 
• He reasoned from the Scriptures (verse 2) 
• He explained & sought to prove from the Scriptures that Jesus is the 

Christ (verse 3) 
• He spoke and the Bereans examined the Scriptures to see if what he 

said was true (verse 11) 
• He preached the Word of God (verse 13) 
• We don’t know exactly what form all of Paul’s instruction and 

dialoguing took, but it is clear that sometimes he preached, sometimes 
there was interaction and dialogue and discussion. Paul was keen to 
get people hearing and interacting with the Word of God using 
whatever means was most helpful. 

• We also see in these passage that conversion is not without logical 
thought, careful investigation, discussion and looking into the 
Scriptures. 

 
What’s a God-fearing Greek and a prominent woman? 
• “God fearer” is a technical term in the new testament used to describe 

a non-Jew (Gentile) who comes to Synagogue and believes in the 
Jewish God and yet is not circumcised and so has not fully converted 
to Judaism. In New Testament times there were large numbers of God-
fearers attached to synagogues. God fearers were often particularly 
receptive to the gospel, knowing the old testament and believing in the 
God of the Bible and so being prepared for the coming of Jesus, 
without the same intensity of connection to Jewish religious practices. 

• A prominent woman is a woman of high standing in that city, perhaps 
due to her own position, or due to her marriage to a man of high 
position.  

 
What is the response to the gospel in these cities? 
• There are a number who are persuaded and believe, some Jews in 

Thessalonica and many in Berea, and many Greeks (verses 4 & 12). 
Jason is one of those who believed. And there are also those who rise 
up in violent opposition, in this case the Jews (verses 5-9 & 13). 

• Their hostility and jealous is ferocious. They even follow Paul to Berea 
to try and stop him preaching there. 

• Gospel sharing by its nature will bring come to salvation and will 
arouse varying levels of opposition and hostility in others. 

 
Why are the Jews jealous? 
• Their anger is not the righteous anger of someone who sees God’s 

truth distorted and His Name profaned, but rather the anger of 
someone who is wrongly jealous. It is a selfish anger, that comes from 



the fact that the Jews are seeing fellow Jews converted to a new 
teaching, and God-fearers (who are potential Jewish converts) 
following Paul’s teaching. Hearing Paul’s grace-filled message about 
Jesus and seeing people respond roused the Jews to jealous anger. 

• The Thessalonians city officials, although concerned about the 
situation are quite rational in their response to the report of the Jews, 
whereas the Jews are insanely jealous and so violently angry. The fact 
they round up a mob shows the level of their jealous rage. 

 
Are Paul and his companions really defying Caesar’s decrees by 
getting people to follow Jesus as King? 
• There was a real concern in the hierarchy of the Roman Empire that 

another king would seek to rise to power. In John’s gospel the Jews 
use this threat to persuade Pilate to crucify Jesus – they said that 
Jesus was claiming to be a King and if Pilate freed Him then Pilate 
would show that he was no friend of Caesars (John 19:12). Here the 
charge that is brought against Paul and his companions is that they are 
all “defying Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king, one 
called Jesus.” To some extent this is true. They were saying that Jesus 
is King, in fact the ultimate King, even over Caesar and all rulers. 
However, Christian are not be subversive to human authorities, but 
rather submissive to them. So Christians within the Roman Empire, 
while persuading people to follow Christ as the ultimate King, were also 
committed to obeying Caesar and his laws, as long as Caesar did not 
require disobedience God. 

 
How were the Bereans different to the Thessalonians? 
• They were of more noble character, which is seen in that they were 

willing to look eagerly and intently into the Scriptures, to examine and 
see if what Paul had to say was true. Their concern to be true to God’s 
Word was a good concern, and led to fruitful ministry with the 
conversion of many Jews in Berea as opposed to only some in 
Thessalonica. 

 
 
4. Sometimes the beginning and the end of a story give you a clear idea of 

what the story is about. Read Acts 1:8 & 28:31 (beginning & end). What is 
Acts about? How does our passage fit with this big theme of Acts? 

 
My thoughts on the main point of the passage 
• The book of Acts is about Jesus continuing His work. He does this by 

ensuring that God’s Spirit-empowered gospel (the Word) goes out 
through His witnesses towards the end of the earth and cannot be 
stopped.  

• The book of Acts is about the unstoppable Word of God. 
• Acts 17 gives us a model of gospel preaching, gives us a picture of the 

sort of opposition that accompanies the preaching the gospel, but also 
shows us that amid opposition the gospel brings salvation.  

• The unstoppable Word continues to go out powerfully in spite of 
opposition. 

 



 
5. What strikes you most from this passage?  
 

What struck me from the passage 
• The heart of gospel ministry is the Scriptures and our constant goal 

must be to get the Word of God out as effectively as possible through 
all means possible. 

• That opposition accompanies the preaching of the gospel and so we 
need to expect it and not be surprised when it happens. Paul is not 
deterred by the opposition he received in Thessalonica. Having been 
forced to leave he travels to Berea and starts preaching again. 

• That opposition can spring from jealousy (verse 5). This is especially 
the case amongst the religious. Sometimes the most vicious and 
fanatical opponents of Christianity are religious people – those of 
another religion, or those who call themselves “Christians” but do not 
believe the gospel. 

 
 
6. What is God challenging you to do from this passage? 
 

Some application question ideas if people need help 
• The driving goal of Paul and His companions is to get the Word of God 

out as effectively as possible in these cities. How can you help get the 
Word of God out as effectively as possible on the Coast? 

 
• What can we expect as we speak God’s Word to people, and how does 

this make you feel? 
 

• How can we be more like the Bereans? 
 

What challenged me from the passage 
• To expect persecution when I speak about Jesus, and so to speak 

even though I know it will bring ridicule and opposition. 
• To by all possible means get the Word of God out – reason, explain, 

prove, persuade, preach. Email, blog, invite to church, letterbox drop 
leaflets, dialogue, monologue. The driving question we should ask 
ourselves is “How can I help get the Word of God out as effectively as 
possible?” 

• Be like the Bereans – be diligent in examining the Scriptures to test the 
truth of everything. Dig deep into God’s Word each day that I might 
feed upon it and so be mature in thought and life. 

 
 
7. Pray together about what you have learnt and been challenged by from 

this study. 
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