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Study 9 – Acts 28:17-31

BIG IDEA: God’s plan to bring the gospel to Rome is fulfilled, and the gospel will continue to spread and flourish without hindrance!

OPENER: Imagine you’ve been on trial in the courts for over 2 years… 
You’ve been beaten, slandered, and almost torn in two. You just finished an absolutely terrifying journey at sea – travelling over 2000 kilometers. You survived a shipwreck, a snake bite, and now you have finally reached your long awaited destination… 
What is the first thing you do??

Read Acts 28:16-31

1. What does Paul do once he’s settled in Rome?


2. Paul gives a bit of a recap of what’s happened to him from the last few chapters. What things does he mention?


3. Why does he bother telling them all this?

a) Vs. 19-20 – Why did he ask to speak with the Jews?



4. Is there anything we can learn about Paul’s character from this? Is there anything we can imitate?


5. What is surprising about the Jews’ reply to Paul? (vs. 21-22)


6. Why might this have been the case?


7. How does it end up being a good thing that they hadn’t heard bad reports about Paul?


8. Read over verse 23 again: Describe how you imagine this scene in your mind.


9. Are you surprised by the outcome of Paul’s preaching? Why / why not?


Looking at verses 25-28…
10. In the quote from Isaiah 6, what reason is given for the Jews’ disbelief?


11. What is God’s response to the Jews’ hardness to the gospel? (hint: verse 28)


12. Even though Paul’s statement in verse 28 is a sort of judgment against the Jews, what good news is in there?


13. How should this impact our prayers? 


14. What is significant about the way the book of Acts ends? (vs. 30-31)

a) Paul is under house arrest, and yet he is still preaching with ‘boldness’ and ‘without hindrance’. What is this meant to teach us about God and his plans for the world?


b) What does verse 31 imply about the future of the gospel?
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Things to pray about:

Ask your group – “how should Acts 28 shape our lives? What should we be praying about?”

Some thoughts…
· Praising God for his kindness to save, and his power to fulfill his plans
· Pray for confidence and boldness in sharing the gospel – knowing that it is God’s plan to save people
· Pray for God to soften peoples’ hearts
· Pray for the Central Coast, Australia, the world, for mission partners.
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