
WEEK 8: THE CHURCH AS FAMILY 

INTRO: What would the perfect church family look like? Be idealistic. 

 

1.    As you READ Acts 2:37-47 Consider what you admire about the early church? Are there other 
things apart from those you see here? 

 

      Genuine repentance, massive numbers converted, a sincere devotion to God, a sharing community, warm hearted 
gratitude to God, a good reputation with the unconverted community et

 

·      Some of these things would have changed as the church grew. What examples can you think of?

 

      A loss of the novelty, many who did not witness directly the events of Jesus’ life, the experience of hurt from Christian 
friends, the hardening of traditions and examples that were not so godly, multiple people groups causing culture struggles

 

·      What other things might cause our churches today to be different in character?

 

the impact of a much more secular world, in some countries Christianity is fading rather than growing, a 
decreased send of expectation etc

 

·      Are there things about the early church that you wouldn’t want to reproduce today?

 

            There were lots of doctrinal issues that they got wrong, fights between Jews and Gentiles, fighting over leaders, 
severe persecution etc

 

2.             As you READ EPH 4:11-16 what can you find out about what church should look like?

 

            the sharing of gifts with a view to growing, solid faith not shifted by bad teaching, speaking the truth in love, 
people helping one another to grow

 

·      What reasons are given here for why we need each other?

 

others have gifts that we all need, each part of the body has work to do, we need people to be honest with us, maturity in 
faith depends on our inter-relatedness

 

·      What are some of the signs of a professing Christian who isn’t part of a church family?

 

A selfish attitude to Christian life, often a poor understanding of the faith, no commitment to an interdependent ministry, no
exercise of gifts for the sake of others, an inability to learn from the hard knocks experienced in relationship, an inability to
sacrificially support others, often no financial commitment to the gospel

 

·      Be careful of being too critical here- what do you think we could do to foster the kind of family the
NT envisages? 

 

·      How could we as a Growth Group contribute to this? Plan & Pray


