
WEEK 7: GOD AS FATHER

 Note to leaders: For the next 4 weeks the material we will be doing will be topical. It is important in 
topics (as it is in all our discussions) to avoid the appearance of simply reading questions off a sheet. 
this send the signal that we are NOT engaging in a discussion as much as we are simply answering a
series of set questions. avoid this at all costs. Sit the sheet on your knee and if you can’t remember 
where you’re going sneak a look ahead & memorize the next question.

Note 2: Except for question 2, only use the cross references if people are struggling to think of 
answers for themselves.

Note 3: next week we won’t be doing study 2 on church as family but study 3 on raising family. Grace Nights 
leaders, you will be doing “Honouring parents”. Make sure you let your people know ahead of time so that 
those doing Daily Reading Notes can adjust.

 

INTRO: If you grew up in a tough home how would you feel if the paperwork came through one day 
for your foster parents to formally adopt you?

 

1.    As you READ LUKE 15:11-31, make a note of the attributes of God as Father which Jesus is 
illustrating.

Compassion, forgiveness, generosity, etc

 

2.    IN PAIRS: what do you learn from these verses about God as Father? John 1:9-13; Rom 8:14-
17; Eph 1:3-10; John 20:17; Matt 6:30-34

Adoption into God’s family is a gift, assurance, adoption is one of God’s blessings, God cares for 
His children & delights to hear our prayers

 

·      How does a Christian grow in their experience of the fatherly love of God? (see Eph 3:14-19)

Awareness of the love of God is essential to growth. This is a Spirit taught experience. Growth in 
this love requires our active participation.

 

·      How might a Christian grow in their experience of God’s Fatherly assurance? (1 John 5:11-13; 1 
John 1:5-7; Rom 8:16,17)

Believing God’s promise, walking in God’s ways, the testimony of the Spirit as we reflect on the word

 

·      What might it take to help a young Christian grow in their confidence to obey their Father? 

Growing knowledge of God & a willingness to increasingly trust Him with our decisions and find 
Him trustworthy

 

·      Why do you think some Christians never grow much in this? 

They never resolve to trust God with the small things so they never move past these

 

3.    Imagine a friend asks us how knowing God affects the way we live, think and feel. What would 
you say?

 

·      Relationships are 2 sided. What do you think would most help you grow in your relationship with 
God? 


