
WEEK 4: HOSEA 6:4-7:5   

1. Open the Night with the Summer Series

a. Spend a few minutes praying that the Summer Series will be a great way to help people consider ’Their 
questions for God’. Also pray that we will be brave in making the most of this opportunity that come our way.

 

b.  Remind people to continue praying for the people we spoke about in pairs last week.

 

c.  Tell everyone that in three weeks we will spend some more time sharing and praying. 

 

2. Bible time

Main theme - throughout the passage God is declaring and demonstrating Israel’s lack of love for God.

If possible use the ESV, as a better translation than the NIV in this specific passage.

For example v 6 in the NIV is rendered “For I desire mercy, not sacrifice and acknowledgment of God rather than 
burnt offerings.”

This obscures the literal reading “For I desire (covenant or) steadfast love, not sacrifice, the knowledge of God 
rather than burnt offerings.”

 

INTRO: What are the signs that someone genuinely cares about you? 

 

1.    As you READ HOSEA 6:4-7:5 make a note of some of the problems existing in Israel.

 

*   From God’s perspective what seems to be their biggest problem?

 

·      What could it mean in v 4 that their love is like “the morning mist?” What might cause a person’s 
love to be like this?

 

·      If we’re saved by faith alone is love for God essential? Why or why not?

 

2.    Hosea 6:6 is a famous verse. Look hard. What things can you learn from it about the character of
God?

 

·      Is it speaking of love for God or love for others? What makes you think so?

 

·      As you READ MATTHEW 9:9-13 how would you suggest love for God & mercy toward others is 
related?

 

3.    What are the signs that a person has a deep love for God? How can a Christian grow in this? 

 

·      What things can quench this? How can you overcome this?

 

·      Pray for each other that we’ll each grow a love for God that affects the way we respond to others.


