
WEEK 3: HOSEA 5:1-6:3

 

What kinds of things does it usually take to cause massive changes in people’s lives? Is it 
usually a change for the better or worse?

 

1.        As you READ HOSEA 5.13-6.3, what can you find out about God’s 
punishment of Israel and the future for both of them?

 

I: How could God’s punishment encourage a person to return to God!?

(misery and suffering is often the cause for repentance. 5:14,15. But so too is the 
promise of God’s kindness. Think the prodigal son and his reason for going home!)

 

I: There is a lot of confidence in the last couple of verses! What reasons would 
Israel have to be confident that God would revive them even though He was 
angry with them?

 (No reason except that He is gracious and always faithful to his covenant)

A: In verse 3, Hosea calls on Israel to ‘acknowledge the LORD’ but the word is 
actually ‘to know’ (see ESV and Holman). How does knowing God change the 
way we relate to Him?

      Nobody can truly relate to another person unless they know them. You know what 
they hate and what they love, what thrills them and what galls them!

 

2.        IN PAIRS: READ HOSEA 5.1-15. What is the impact of Israel’s sin on 
themselves and on God?

 They are trapped in their own guilt (v 4) or in their hardness of hard; they have become
arrogant in sin; God has withdrawn from them (v 6) God has turned to become their 
enemy and to withdraw his blessings ( v 7, 10, , 12,14) in their desperation they turn to 
others to help (v 13)

I: Take another look at verse 4. How might a person’s actions NOT allow them 
to return to God?

 Guilt or hardening that sin brings

I: In verse 6, God withdraws Himself from Israel. How could someone 
experience this today? What would you do if this was you?

                        God’s refusal to answer prayer. e.g. Psalm 66:18,19. If this was us we should
search ourselves to see if we are involved in unrepentant sin

3.        As you RE-READ HOSEA 6:1-3, what words or phrases are used to 
describe what God will do for Israel in the future? 

 (heal, bind up their wounds, revive, restore, cause them to live etc)

I: Verse 2 is reminiscent of Jesus’ resurrection but here it’s Israel who are 
promised a resurrection! Can you think of other occasions where Jesus 
represents the WHOLE nation?

   (compare Hosea 11:1-2 and Matthew 2.14-15 or Isaiah 49.1-6 and John 1.9; 



John 15:1 & Isaiah 5: 7) 

 

I: Jesus fulfills the resurrection FOR God’s people, but He also fulfills it IN God’s
people. As you READ ROMANS 8:10-12, how does Jesus’ resurrection give us 
hope for personal transformation? What does Paul say the Spirit’s role is in 
this?

(The Spirit gives new life to our mortal bodies enabling us to live for God) 

A: What are some ways in which we can “keep in step with the Spirit” in being 
transformed?

 Choose what the Spirit desires instead of what sin desires. Gal 5 is the 
reference but don’t look it up. You won’t have time!) 

A: In what ways does this passage motivate our desire to be transformed? 

            (It will frighten us with the prospect of what sin does to us, what enmity with God will
mean for us and what God’s goodness promises us)

Turn these verses into prayer for one another as a group

 


