
1. Summer Series.

a. Remind people of this year’s topic “What’s your Biggest Question for God?”

b. Discuss the likely answers people will give.

c. Pick one and consider what you might IMMEDIATELY say or ask having heard a friend give this 
answer.

 

WEEK 2: HOSEA 2:1-3:5 

INTRO: If our church was immersed in idolatry what reasons can you give for why we should be 
concerned?

 

1.  As you READ HOSEA 2:1-13 what can you find out about God’s reaction to Israel’s 
idolatry?

he will cause her economic deprivation (v 3, 8,9, 12) He will humble her (v 3) He will confuse her 
(v 6, 7)

·      What seems to be God’s motive in treating Israel like this?

To restore the people to Himself (v 7)

·      “Adultery” & “sexual unfaithfulness” are key images in this passage. What is it about Baal 
worship that provokes this image?

Idolatry is spiritual adultery but ritual sexual immorality is also a key part of Baal worship

 

·      Notice the punishments that strike Israel economically. Could God do the same thing to us or is 
there something different about Israel?

He could & may well be doing this to Australia now but Israel’s covenant was especially bound up 
with the fruitfulness of the land

 

2.  As you READ HOSEA 2:14-23 what will God do for His nation in the future?

He will win them back through His love for them; he will purge them of their live of idols (v 17); he will make 
a new covenant with them

and bring peace and plenty to the land (v 18-23)

 

·      Can you find any reason for this change in His attitude? (what can you infer about their future 
from the details v 14?)

They are about to experience another time in the wilderness just as they once did having come out of
Egypt

 

3.  IN SMALL GROUPS: Make a list of the favourite idols in Australia today. Which are most 
tempting for Christians?

 

·      Leaving aside the impact on God, why is idolatry a disaster for anyone?

It makes us content with things that are destructive and hardens our heart against God making us 
dismissive of the gospel & poisoned against it

Likewise our children grow up corrupted by this with no knowledge of God & no appetite for Him. The 
things we seek don’t satisfy 



so we keep restlessly seeking more & more

 

·      Imagine a friend is struggling with the temptation to pursue worldly success & wealth How would 
you help them fight this?

 

·      How does this passage help generally in the fight against idolatry?


