
WEEK 9: 1 CORINTHIANS 6:1-11

 

INTRO: Within our Church relationships, when there are disputes between us, seeking to have justice done is 
not important. True or False?

 Recall from Ch 5 that it’s wrong for us to judge some people & right for us to judge others. Who was it wrong 
for us to judge, who was it important to judge and in each case why?

 (God will judge the outsider - our job is to declare the gospel to them.

However, the church must be kept pure, so judge those within the church: call sinners in the church to repent, &
expel those who refuse to repent; & the seriousness of expulsion can encourage them to repent & so be 
restored.)

 

Summary: In Ch 5, judging those inside the church involved expelling the unrepentant sinner. In Ch 6 we see 
another way in which we’re called to judge others inside the church. And, just as in Ch 5, once again we see 
that the Corinthian Church has got things completely upside down.

 

1.    As you READ 1 COR 6:1-11 try to summarize what’s been going on in the Corinthian Church?

They were wronging each other in the Church resulting in one having a grievance against another (particularly 
in mind here, it seems, are financial wrongs (v 7-8), in that the church members are defrauding or cheating one 
another, but v 9-10 indicates Paul is addressing any & all wrongs that they commit against one another) To get 
redress they would take one another before the civil courts. (The normal practice in Ancient Greece was for 
people to take matters of grievance with each other directly to the civil magistrates. For an example see Acts 
18:12-17).

·      Why should we expect that Christians WILL have disputes, or grievances with one another? 

 (The persistence of our sinful nature, our self-seeking & lack of other-person centredness)

 

2.    In verses 2-6 what reasons does Paul give as to why it's unwise & ungodly to take another Christian to 
court? 

The saints will judge the world, so it’s totally ludicrous that they haven’t got the wisdom within the Church 
to judge cases between themselves concerning this life, which are trivial in the eternal scheme of things. 
Not only will we judge the world, but we’ll judge the spiritual world as well, even angels (there’s no 
definite article (‘the’) here in the Greek, so what’s in mind is likely the character or nature of angels. The 
Corinthians were asking people outside the Church, in a court of unbelievers, who had no understanding of 
God’s plans, priorities and ways, to judge their grievances.

 

·      What words would you use to describe Paul's reaction to what they’re doing?  (V 1, 5, 8b)

(indignation, admonition, outrage, anger, “how dare you” – v1, “shame on you”

·      Why do you think his reaction was so strong? (V5, 8b, 11b)  

They are ignorant of the importance of their relationships with God’s family by treating their brothers as 
enemies & doing wrong to one another – v 8 They show ignorance of their true standing with God, namely that,
with Christ, they will judge the world & the spiritual realm.

They shun the work God has done in them through Christ & the Spirit, of cleansing them from sin (washing 
them), sanctifying & justifying them – v 11 

·      Why is having lawsuits against one another a "defeat" for the Corinthian church? V7 

·      Though called to be saints they were behaving like any unconverted pagan and giving in to such basic 
temptations as resentment and covetousness”. They were injuring the whole Christian community – its 
members & its reputation in the world. “To go to law with a brother is already to incur defeat whatever the 



result of the legal process”. 

·      Why would Paul suggest that it is better to suffer wrong than to stand up for your rights? Are there some 
matters that we SHOULD take to court? Why?  

To reflect the forgiveness & mercy we have received from God in the gospel; to stand on our rights is 
contrary to the way God has treated us in the gospel (Mt 5: 39, 40 & Lk 17:3). Better to avoid the lawsuit & 
the injury to the church’s reputation amongst the pagans v7a)

 

3.    The Corinthian Christians should judge grievances within their own community. What might it look like for
us at Pen EV, to judge disputes between our church members? How might we do that? Consider also Lk 17:3 

·      If two of us at church have a dispute or grievance, how might we apply Paul’s approach to sort it out? 

·      Is there a grievance or dispute you have with a fellow Christian that you need to deal with? Either in pairs 
or alone, take a couple of minutes to think about & jot down how you can best resolve it, & then pray about 
doing so.


