
WEEK 4: 1 CORINTHIANS 3:1-9

 

            INTRO: In what obvious ways do you expect a mature Christian live differently to the rest of 
the world?"

 

1.  In v 1 Paul describes the Corinthians as “worldly” Christians. As you READ 1 COR 3:1-9 what 
do you learn about them and the way Paul was forced to relate to them?

      What do you think it means to be “worldly”?

to be governed by the sinful nature not by the Spirit. Gal 5:19ff gives examples but DON’T look this 
passage up in your group just yet!

 

2.  IN PAIRS: You’ve seen a few signs of the Corinthians “worldliness”. What other signs of 
worldliness are suggested by the following? Debrief together in the main group

 

GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3

1 Cor 6:7 2 Cor 10:7-10 2 Cor 1:16,17 

1 Cor 8:9-12 2 Cor 12:20,21 James 2:1-4 

1 Cor 14:12,20 2 Cor 6:11,12 James 4:13-16

  

3.  What might be wrong in a person’s understanding of God that they keep choosing “worldly” 
options instead of God’s options? 

They may distrust Him. They may think He doesn’t want our best. They may not know His mind 
because they’ve been poorly taught. 

      Galatians 5:25 contains a clue for overcoming worldliness. What knowledge & choices would we need
to have/make in order to apply this verse?

 We’d need to know the Spirit’s word i.e. what He says about sin and godliness. We would need to 
choose to say “no” to our ways and trust His. We may need self discipline to make some of these 
things happen. We may need practical advice from other Christians.

      We’re always blind to ourselves so how can we identify our own worldliness?

We’ll need to trust input from others. We also need to be a little bit self-reflective and consider why in 
the past we’ve chosen sinful options 

      Back in 1 Cor 3 Paul’s response to their worldliness was to feed them “milk”. (see v 2) What might this
“milk” include? 

Try to work this out together BEFORE turning up Hebrews 5:12-6:3

      Growing out of our worldliness is a response to the grace of God. That’s what “milk” concentrates on. 
What insights does this give for growing ourselves? For growing others?

 This is a summary of things you’ve picked up above but includes Hebrews 5:14 i.e. the 
constant “practice” of choosing godly options instead of disobedient ones

 


