
1 Cor - Discussion 3  (1 Cor 2:6-16)

Starter question:   Israel Folau, football player, has been causing controversy lately for his 
Christian views on such things as homosexuality.  What was your reaction to the 
controversy?  Were you surprised by the reaction of the non-Christian world?

1.    Paul has been at pains to help the Corinthians see that the gospel message by its very 
nature SEEMS foolish to those who are perishing (1:18). As you READ 1 COR 2:6-10 what 
characteristics of the message of wisdom can you see here?

 
 It’s an unusual expression in v 6 that “the rulers of this age are coming to nothing”. 

What do you think Paul means by this? How does v 7 help understand this?

 The gospel is wise because it makes provision for eternity. Do you think that 
in their hearts people think about eternity? About life and death?

 Is there a clue here for us about wisdom? About good evangelism?

2. The message of the gospel has been revealed by the Spirit. As you READ 1 COR 
2:10b-14 what can you learn about the work of the Spirit?

 The claim in v 13 is a huge one. What was Paul saying about his word choice 
when teaching the gospel? What implications does this have for how we read 
the bible? For the kind of bible we read?

 What kind of situations might be explained by v’s 14 & 15? Should we then 
keep quiet amidst controversy? (What are the pros and cons?)

 Does v 15 mean that the person without the Spirit has nothing of value to 
offer? Explain.

 Meditate on the truth in v 16  the reality at the heart of the universe is a personal 
God, and we know the mind of this God, through His Spirit. How might this reality 
affect your approach to the bible? Does it do this in practice. Why or why not?

 As we deal everyday life and problems how does having the mind of Christ give us 
reason for hope and optimism?


