
PHILIPPIANS 1:1-11 
 GOAL OF THIS DISCUSSION: to demonstrate something of the “family relationship” which 
healthy Christians share with one another. Remember that this is one of our strategic goals 
for 2018 

  

INTRO: What kinds of longings and hopes do people have for their kids 

 

1. As you read PHIL 1:1-8 note the things Paul says that suggest his deep affection for 
this church. 

[N.B. thankful for them, the place of joy as we think of one another, has them in his heart, 
longs for them, affection etc] 

  

* What clues does he give as to WHY he feels like this about them? (vs 5, 6, 7) 

  

* The fact that they “share in God’s grace” with him is a powerful motivation for Paul. What 
kinds of actions might this “family motivation” prompt us to pursue with people at 
Peninsula EV? 

  

2. As you READ PHILIPPIANS 1:9-11, what kinds of longings and hopes does Paul have 
for these people? 

  



* How would you describe the kind of love he wants for them in v 9? Love for whom? 

  

* The “so that” in v 10 implies that this love will have a whole bunch of “flow on effects”. Try 
to paraphrase the kind of effects he has in mind. 

   [N.B. the idea here of being filled with the fruit of righteousness is one of living out what 
they are in Christ] 

  

3. Imagine you were writing a letter to Peninsula EV. 

IN PAIRS, using Paul as a model, write out what you’d pray for us. When finished SHARE 
these in the larger group. 

  

* What gives Paul such great confidence that his longings for these Christians will be 
realised? 

  

* Paul has a great affection for the Philippian church. Do you see this in the average 
Australian Christian? 

  

* What things would change if this were true of us? 

  

* Pray out your prayers for Peninsula EV, for the wider Australian Church & for Nepal 

 


