
 
MATTHEW 1:1-17 

  
INTRO: Why do people today & in ancient times care so much about their ancestry and heritage? 
  

1. Matthew’s genealogy differs from Luke’s. It’s designed to tell us something about the God who rules 
history. 

  

As you READ MATTHEW 1:1-17 what unusual or significant factors can you find about this genealogy? 
(DO IN SMALL GROUPS- DISCUSS IN LARGE GROUP 

  

The three divisions, 14 generations, the prominence given to the exile, the mention of 5 women, the 
repetition of David, Jesus and Abraham 

  

• It’s unusual to divide history – even Jewish history into these 3 pieces. Which piece is surprising for 
you in this? (the exile is!) 

  

• The exile is a time in Israel’s history when God’s promises looked to be over and the Davidic line to 
be lost. What is God telling us about Himself by making the exile so prominent? How is that an 
encouragement to us? 

  

He can keep His promises & preserve the line of His Messiah even through the twists & turns & dangers of 
history 

  

• David and Abraham are super prominent in this genealogy. What is God telling us about Himself by 
drawing our attention to this? How is this an encouragement to us? (He keeps His promises) 

  



• It’s unusual to find women in a genealogy. Can you see anything they have in common? What do 
you imagine God is telling us about His Son in this? How is that an encouragement to us? 

  

(These women are associated- sometimes through no fault of their own with some sordid events in bible 
history. It tells us that from the beginning God’s Son is not ashamed to identify Himself with sinners.) 

  

• The genealogy finishes with a statement about Mary being the mother of Jesus but not that Joseph 
is the father. What do you imagine God is telling us about Himself or His Son in this. 

  

Although Jesus is the Son of Mary he is not the Son of Joseph except by legal succession. 

  

2. IN SMALL GROUPS AGAIN: Imagine you are a first century Jewish Christian. Write a brief statement 
to explain how this genealogy will shape your view of God.  SHARE IN THE LARGE GROUP 

  

• How might the message of this genealogy encourage you to live going forward? 

  

• God keeps his promises through all the twists & turns of history. How might that fact help you in 
living among an unbelieving world? 

  

Reminds us that He is in control even when it doesn’t look like it; encourages us when we may he mocked 
by the world; should give us the confidence to speak & commend the gospel  

 


