
MATTHEW 6:1-18; 25-34

 

INTRO: Fake Christianity! What examples irritate you most?

 

1.    One big clue to the main point of a passage is the repetition of words or ideas. As you READ MATT 6:1-18
what words or ideas do you find repeated?

(hypocrite, seen, unseen, reward you, Father)

 

·      In what sense do you think the hypocrite insults God?

(thinks the reward from men is worth more than the reward from God)

 

·      What things characterize the hypocrite in this passage?

 

·      Consider Matt 5:16. Does this contradict what Jesus says here? 

(No, if what they do is visible the intention is that God is glorified not the person themselves)

 

2.    Giving, praying, fasting etc. How do you know when you’re being a hypocrite? 

(This requires some self analysis. We do need to ask ourselves, why we’ve done what we’ve done. As we 
become more mature we’ll identify the desire before we act.)

 

3.    Consider the example of giving or serving. According to Jesus what principles should inform what we do 
and how we do it?

The desire to please God. The desire to avoid the reward from people when it endangers the reward from God. 
The desire to seek first God’s kingdom v 9 & 33)

 

·      Is there any way to safeguard against hypocrisy? (What advice does Jesus give?) 

(If necessary keep your acts of righteousness private. Check your motives and repent when you find that they’re
wrong. Confess it to others when you see it. If you’re not even wrestling with these issues then it’s likely you’re
in danger)

 

·      Does the passage raise questions? (don’t raise these. The answers are only there to help you if the 
questions come up)

 

o   Is it OK to pray in public? 

(yes. See matt 18:19. Jesus is simply speaking about the temptation to pray IN ORDER to be 
seen)

 

o   Should we be fasting? 

(maybe! The disciples did Acts 13:2) but fasting was a Jewish ritual which was a cultural sign of 
repentance & grief. Jesus indicated that such grief would be inappropriate when the ‘bridegroom
is with you’. (Mark 2:20) He is with us now in His ascended life)

 



o   In v 7 is Jesus ruling out long prayers? 

(No, he is ruling out the pagan style of prayer that mentions the names of all the ‘gods’ so none 
is offended)

 

o   In v 8 If God knows what we need before we pray, why pray? (Coz prayer is a conscious way
of reflecting out dependence on God and He delights in it - Prov 15:8; Luke 18:8)

 

4.    How is the Lord’s prayer an antidote to hypocrisy?

It keeps our focus on God our generous Father and on His kingdom

 

·      If the focus of our prayers is on God’s glory, His coming kingdom how and our needs, what sort of things 
will we ask for?

 

·      With those answers in mind pray the Lord’s Prayer as a group 

(I don’t mean pray it word fro word. I mean, ask for those things in our context that fit the requests of the 
prayer)


