
MATTHEW 5:17ff

Jesus has always troubled people. Why do you think he troubles people today? Why did he trouble 
people back then?

 

1.     It’s common among Christians to think Jesus came to make an “easier way” to please 
God. As you READ MATT 5:17-20 what aspects of this passage suggest that he actually 
came to “raise the bar”?

·      The “Law and the prophets” means the whole OT and Jesus says that not one part of it will 
pass away. What questions might this raise for people?

What about the sacrifices and food laws & fasts & feats etc?

·      Instead of “passing away” Jesus says that He’s come to "fulfil"l it all. (commands, sacrifices, 
prophecies, food laws, temple service etc) In what various ways does He fulfill it?

He fulfilled it by coming in answer to all the OT prophecies; by keeping  all the laws perfectly; by 
paying the penalty for our failure to keep the law; by filling His people with the Spirit so that we 
can obey from the heart

·       The Pharisees were known as sticklers for the law so the comment in v 20 would have freaked
the average person out. What was wrong with their version of righteousness?

It was legalistic and minimalistic

 

2.     What follows are 6 examples which all start in the same way, “You have heard that it 
was said…” As you READ MATT 5:21-26 see if you can pick what is different about Jesus’
version of righteousness?

(The righteousness Jesus seeks is really the fulfillment of Ezekiel 36:26ff)

·      What’s your reaction to Jesus’ teaching? What questions does it raise for you in practice? Make
a list. 

 

3.     BREAK INTO PAIRS TAKING A SECTION EACH. Consider the question above. 

  

4.     What things would change if our church community were seen to be seeking 
after the kind of righteousness Jesus speaks of? 

·      Can you think of some things you might stop doing, or start doing, if you sought more 
deeply to live as “sons of your Father who is in Heaven?” 

·       With God’s help, what steps will you take this week? Write it down, pray in pairs about
this.

·      Thank God for Jesus, who has fulfilled the law for us. Thank God that He has given us
His Spirit, who is at work in us. Pray God would cause us to love and seek after His 
righteousness.


