
Questions in Blue

Help for leaders in Red

 

MATTHEW 5:1-12

INTRO: On the Central Coast how do people picture the “blessed” life and who do they think might
have it?

 

1.    As you READ MATT 4:25-5:12 what can you find out about the people to whom Jesus is 
speaking?

The crowd have come from vast distances and they are listening in but Jesus seems to be 
primarily addressing his disciples?

·      How would you define that word “blessed”?

It means something like “happy” or to be “greatly favoured” by God or to be in an enviable 
position.

2.    IN PAIRS OR SMALL GROUPS: look closely at v’s 3-12. What similarities or differences can 
you notice among these sayings? What do you think it means to be poor in Spirit? See Isaiah 61:1-
3.

Share findings in the large group.

·      Why are these people blessed? Are they “blessed” now or will they be blessed in the future? 

            

They are blessed because the kingdom is theirs. Every line (being comforted, inheriting the 
earth, being filled etc are all aspects of heaven. If they don’t get it you can direct them to v’s 3 
& 10 which you’ll notice are in the present tense ie “theirs is the kingdom”. That is, we are 
blessed now even if the larger part of our inheritance still awaits us

 

·      What did you conclude that it means to be “poor in Spirit”? In what way are those who mourn 
(v 4), the meek (v 5) and the hungry (v 6) all similar?

Isaiah 61 is about those in exile who realize their sin and long for God’s kingdom. This is why 
they mourn and it’s why their mourning has humbled them ie made them meek and hungry for a
new life. Depending on your group you needn’t press the Isaiah reference too hard.

 

·      Why are these attributes essential if a person is to actually inherit the kingdom?

You’ll never come to Jesus & seek God’s kingdom unless you’re convinced of your need for it.

 

3.    Imagine a crowd today coming up with their own sayings about who they think is “blessed”. Ie 
“blessed are those who…because they…” What might their versions say? 

 

 

·      What does the world value (or not value) that make their definition of blessing so different?

It doesn’t value righteousness or God or heaven. It only values the here and now



 

·      How do we avoid thinking like the world?

                  We live in the world so inevitably we will be shaped by it. This means that we need to be
aware of the mindset gulf between the kingdom and the world so we’re alert to the temptation. We 
also need to hear God’s voice often and encourage one another to spot these things. there are times 
when we will need courageous friends to rebuke us

 

·      The beatitudes show us the values of God’s kingdom? How do they encourage you? Trouble 
you? Drive you to pray?

 

 


