
BIBLE DISCUSSION- MATT 4:12-25

INTRO: In every decade the songs of the music industry express the attitude of the culture; songs 
like “I Did it my Way” and “Go your own way” and Lady Ga Ga’s “Born this way” all tell a story about our 
attitude to life. In what ways does that attitude rob our society of the good life”?

 

1.    The death of John the Baptist is like a trigger for Jesus. As you READ MATT 4:12-17 note: What changes 
Jesus now makes and how the quote from Isaiah might help to explain this? 

He leaves Nazareth, moves to Galilee, begins to preach John’s message of repentance and does so, perhaps 
to deliberately fulfill the prophecy about light coming to Galilee 

 

·      The land of Galilee was the part of Israel that was the first to suffer God’s judgment centuries before. As 
you READ Isaiah 9:1-7, try to describe the new future that God promised in this passage.

Joy for a nation is darkness, freedom form their oppressors, the end of warfare, a new and wonderful king 
who is actually God and who will reign forever!

 

·      We all like to “go our own way” but why is repentance such a crucial part of living the good life?

Because often our ways are just wrong and will never allow us to enjoy God’s good life!

 

2.    With John’s exit, Jesus immediately sets to work to fulfill this future. As you READ MATT 4:17-5:2, what 
seem to be the first things on His “to do list”? 

Preaching, calling disciples, sending them out to do the same work as Himself, healing and teaching. 

 

·      It might seem like these first disciples chose to follow Jesus on the spur of the moment. How do you know 
this ISN’T true? (consider Luke 5:1-11 & John 1:35-42.

They have known Him for some time. You could split into small groups if you wish to consider what they 
already knew about Him but it may be best not to break your momentum here.

 

3.    How would you describe the mission they were called to? (compare 4:18 with 5:14, 15)

They were called to be the bearers of the new light that was coming. This would involve them in speaking 
the good news and living the new life.

 

·      In what ways would this have involved not going their own way?

It would involve at least a different set of priorities. No longer simply work and family but a focus on the 
kingdom. No doubt it meant a new character as in the beatitudes to come!

 

·      In what ways has following Jesus meant not “going YOUR own way”?

 

·      Repentance is central to the life God has called us to. In what ways does the call in this passage excite you 
or challenge you? 


