
Matthew 3.1-17

 

Opener: What convinces you that someone actually is a Christian?

 

1.    As you Read Matthew 3.1-17, consider this: 

If you went out into the wilderness and saw John in action what things would you see, 
hear, think or experience?

 

You’d see a wild guy, who dressed weirdly, spoke passionately, whom crowd flocked to 
hear. Baptizing people and calling them to repentance. 

 

·      How do you think John prepared people for Jesus?

 

He prepared people’s hearts by calling them to repentance and making them aware of 
what this would entail.

 

·      Why do you think John was so harsh with the Pharisees and Sadducees?

 

He doubted that they were repentant, believing that they were filled with confidence in 
themselves, their law keeping and relying on their ancestry to be in a good relationship 
with God (v7-10).

 

·      In our culture today what kinds of challenging things might it mean for someone to 
‘produce fruit in keeping with repentance’?

 

Turning away from sexual immorality; materialism, living for leisure & self; giving financially
to others; a change in the use of language; a change in how to handle broken 
relationships etc

 

2.    As you READ MATTHEW 3:10-17 what expectations do you think John had of Jesus?

 

He knew that Jesus was bringing the Spirit age but felt that Jesus was coming immediately to judge 
in accordance with what Malachi had said. (Mal 4:1-5) he knew Jesus was far greater than him and 
utterly righteous so he didn’t need to be baptised.

 

·      To baptize in John’s context meant to “wash” or “dip”. What do you think it might mean
to “baptise with the Spirit and fire”?

 

To wash or cleanse spiritually and to purify. It would mean separating the repentant 
from the unrepentant. 



 

·      DISCUSS IN PAIRS: In what various ways do we need the Holy Spirit’s help to live the
Christian life?

 

We need to have our heart opened to God’s word; we need an awareness of our own 
personal sin; we need and understanding that Jesus has paid for sin and a trust in Him as 
Lord to lead us; and a soft heart to continually repent and go back to God for forgiveness

 

·      SHARE IN THE LARGE GROUP: Of these things discussed above, which will 
determine whether or not we will seek the Spirit’s help.

 

Could be many answers here but I think it’s an awareness of our personal sin and a 
desire to please God

 

3.    Give thanks to God for what he has done in Jesus & ask for the Spirit’s help in living a 
life that pleases Him.


