
BIBLE DISCUSSION: 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-2:5 
  

Starter Are there times you’ve been ashamed of what you believe as a Christian? 

 
[Spend 35 mins MAX on all or some of the following Observation and Interpretation questions] 

O: READ 1 Cor 1:18-25 thinking… What does Paul say about foolishness and wisdom in verses 18-25? 

The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing (v18) 

God will destroy the wisdom of the wise (v 19) 

God has made foolish the wisdom of the world (v 20) 

God saves people through the foolishness of the gospel (v 21) 

Worldly wisdom is insufficient for knowing God (v 21) 

Christ is the wisdom of God (v24) 

The foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom (v 25) 

I: Verse 18 describes the message of the cross as foolishness, what do you think Paul means by that? 

It means that to those who are looking for impressive things by human standards (v22-23), the cross will look 

like it is foolish. 

• Have you had an experience with someone who thinks the message of the cross is foolishness? 

• What makes the message of the cross actually wise? How would this suggest we should reply? 

I: IN PAIRS: Read the whole passage (1 Cor 1:18-2:5) thinking… 

What is God’s purpose in allowing his message to look foolish? 

For God to achieve his purposes in destroying human wisdom (v19, 20, 27, 28) 

To save those God has called (v23-24) 

So that all people would rely on him alone for salvation (v29, 31, 2:5) 

Come back and share as a group, spend good time digging beyond basic comprehension and asking ‘how does that 

work?’ 

I: Verse 22-23 says that Jews demand signs and that this will be a stumbling block for them. Should we feel sorry for 

their position? What is wrong with them wanting to see a sign of confirmation? 

I: Do you think the Corinthian Christians see the message of the cross as foolishness? Why / Why not? 

I: What attitude of the Corinthian Church is Paul trying to correct? 

 

[Spend 15 minutes on all or some of the following Application questions] 

A: What are the ways that Australians miss the wisdom of the cross? 

A: In what ways are we tempted to value worldly things in the same way as the Corinthians? 

A: Why is it important that we trust what God values? (2:5!!!) 

A: How can a right perspective of the cross preach to your sense of shame about what you believe as a Christian? 

A: What would a right perspective encourage you to do instead? 

 

**Hopefully you’ve arrived at this take home: 

Trust in God’s wisdom of the cross because it saves! Have confidence in it and do not be ashamed of it! 

 

[Spend 10 minutes PRAYING in 2’s, 3’s or as a group] 


