
 
 
NUMBERS 16-17 
 
Summer Series:  
One person from Pen EV shared who shared the Summer Series question last week did it like 
this: he said to his friend.  
 
“4 quick questions? Are you ready? Human beings, are they accidental or designed?” Both 
was the answer. “Are they spiritual or just physical.” “Hmm, tough one. Spiritual”, he said. 
“Mostly good or mostly bad?” Wow, it depends doesn’t it- but mostly good.” Etc. After finishing 
the 4, the person from church said, ‘Wow Pip. You’re a surprise. You’ve got a basically 
Christian view of humanity!” “Well, said Pip. “It’d call myself a Christian, I just don’t go to 
church”  
 
It’s neatly set up for the next part of this conversation. 
 

1. Check that people have the short cut on their phone. 
2. Ask if they had any conversations during the week. 
3. Pray for boldness in having a go. Let them know we’ll check come back to it in 2 weeks 

time. 
 
As you READ NUMBERS 16:1-11: find out: 
 

1. Who are these people that are rebelling & what do they want?  
 
• Tough question but what was the difference in role between the Levites and the priests 

& in what sense was one more ‘holy’ than the other?  
(The Levites served in the set up and carrying of the tabernacle but only the priests 
could offer sacrifices and handle the Holy things) 
 

• The rebellion wasn’t so much against Moses or Aaron but against God. As you READ 
NUM 16:28-35 how does this become apparent? How would you defend God’s actions 
to a non-believing friend? 

 
So far in this book there’ve been complaints or challenges to Moses or Aaron in chapters 
11,12,13, 14 & now in 16. So God is about to do something about it! 

 
As you READ NUMBERS 17:1-11 find out: 
 

2. What the leaders were to do & the final outcome  



 
• The results of all this are in some ways surprising! What might God have been saying 

in the budding of a dead staff? (The almond tree was called “the watcher” as it was one 
of the first trees that blossomed after the long winter.) 

 
• Moses & Aaron had different but related roles. What sort of things did Moses do? Can 

you recall what Aaron’s specific role was? (Moses was a prophet, a mediator, a priest, 
a military ruler. Aaron was the High Priest whose role it was to make atonement for the 
nation) 

 
• Aaron was God’s gift to the nation. If there was nobody like Aaron in the OT to atone 

for the sins of the nation, what would that mean for a bunch of ordinary sinners? (they 
simply could not approach God or relate with Him at all. They would be destroyed by 
Him?) 

 
As you READ NUMBERS 17:12,13 consider: 
 

3. What this response says about the people- what have they understood and what have 
they not?  (What have they now understood about God? What have they NOT 
understood about the gift of Aaron to them?) 

 
• Christians today can be the same. When we fail to understand the death of Jesus for 

us, what various ways might this impact our lives? (the question below is designed to 
tease this out more) 
 

• Consider the list below: How might each of these result from a failure to understand 
that God has provided someone to make atonement for us? 

 
a. Fear 
b. Anger 
c. Apathy 
d. Complaining 
e. Laziness 
f. Wrong priorities 

 
4. What are the signs that someone HAS understood the great gift God has given us in 

Jesus? (Don’t allow answers like – “the opposite of the above.” We need words!) 
 


