
 
 
NUMBERS 12 
 
INTRO: Who are the people in authority in your life?  Do they ever get on your nerves? 
 
As you Read Numbers 12:1-9 consider: 
 

1. Either from your own background knowledge or from what you learn here, what do you 
know about Aaron, Moses or Miriam? 

 
• The signals are a little mixed. What do you think might lie behind their murmuring? 

 
• It’s possible to try to hide jealousy behind something that sounds like godly concern. If we 

found ourselves doing that, what would be the best thing to do? 
 
God’s response tells us that there’s something special about Moses. 
 

2. As you: Read Numbers 12:10-16 note the various responses: God’s response, Aaron’s 
response;  & Moses response? 

 
• Why might it be that Miriam & not Aaron is punished? In what way is Aaron’s response in 

v’s 11 & 12 important?  
(answer: Miriam is the real instigator. Aaron as a tendency to tag along! It’s important that 
he understands the gravity of their sin coz he himself is the High Priest who is to make 
atonement for the nation but HE needs someone to make atonement for him! 
 

• Aaron understands the seriousness of what they’ve done but consider this situation: a 
friend you know from church never seems to appreciate the seriousness of their personal 
sin. How might this be shown? What might this suggest about them? 

 
3. Consider again what God says about Moses in v’s 6-8 and what he does in v 13. What’s so 

special to God about Moses? (He’s the mediator!) 
 
• If the true application of this passage was about our own Christian leaders, what would it 

teach us about God? (he hates murmuring about leaders behind their backs!) What would 
this encourage us to do instead? 
 

• The real application has to do with Jesus - our ultimate mediator. How might a person be 
guilty of Aaron and Miriam’s sin today? (This is a tough question- so think-how could we 
underestimate the importance of Jesus as Mediator?) 

 



• While we’d be crazy to challenge Jesus’ authority it is possible to grumble against it. How 
might we do that in any of the following areas:  

 
• (Break into pairs, pick one or more & discuss) 

 
o Giving 
o Evangelism 
o Serving in ministry 
o Personal self-esteem 
o Church leadership 

 
• What can we do if anything to avoid this?  

 
  


