
THE IMPORTANCE OF IDENTITY
It seems to me as I talk with kids and as I watch the media that identity is one of the big 
issues facing kids at this time. Who are they? How do they see themselves? 
I think that there are two particular issues going on at the moment. The first has to do 
with the problem of working out how to form your identity and the second is the fluid 
nature of life and the constant expectation to change so that a person’s identity always 
feels under threat.
As God speaks to EV Kids in the Bible he is very clear about the basis of identity and the 
steadfastness of it. 
Because of His great love for us, God who is rich in mercy, made us alive in Christ even when 
we were dead in transgressions. It is by grace you have been saved. And God raised us up with 
Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus. Ephesians 2:5,6
They are children whose identity is described as ‘In Christ” it was given to them by God 
and so can’t be taken away and it will last into all eternity. It is an identity grounded in 
the love of God and it is an identity founded on someone so much greater and more 
wonderful than themselves - Jesus. 
As you read the Bible with your kids at home and bring them regularly to church you are 
being used by God to keep their wonderful identity secure. What a great God. 

PRIMARY
The year 3/4 sleepover was an exciting time. We had lots of fun hanging out together, 
sleeping over and getting into the Bible. We looked at our BIG God and how amazing it 
is that our BIG God cares about us. It was great to spend so much time getting to know 
each other and having lots of fun.
This is the last term of EV Kids for our year 6 kids. It has been a great time with them 
and it will be an exciting new stage for them as they move into Youth and 24/7. This is 
a really big time for them and we want to work with you to make sure this change is an 
easy and an enjoyable one. More information will come this term about year 6’s going to 
youth one week, and about changing to 24/7.
This term we will be digging into the book of Philippians. We will be learning to have our 
“Eyes on the Prize”. This term we will see what our lives will look like as we look forward 
to being with Jesus in heaven. It would be great to be reading Philippians at home with 
your kids and to be encouraging them to read it during the week. Here is our program for 
the term so that you may read along with your child.
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Primary program
Eyes on the prize
Week 1: Philippians 1:1-11
Talk: Philippians 1:1-11 Love and affection for our brothers and sisters
Study: Philippians 1:1-11 Loving with eyes on the prize (praying for others)

Week 2: Philippians 1:12-18
Talk: Philippians 1:12-14, 20-21 Life on the edge - proclaiming the gospel without fear
Study: Philippians 1:12-18 Loving the gospel reaching people

Week 3: Philippians 1:21-30
Talk: Philippians 1:21-16 To be or not to be - keen for the prize, staying for the people
Study: Philippians 1:27-30 Live worthy of the gospel

Week 4: Philippians 2:1-11
Talk: Philippians 2:5-11 The humility of Jesus
Study: 2:1-11 Looking out for the interest of others

Week 5: Philippians 2:12-30
Talk: Philippians 2:12-18 Working hard at obedience
Study: Philippians 2:19-30 Working hard at helping others in their faith

Week 6: Philippians 3:1-11
Talk: Philippians 3:1-8 Everything is rubbish compared to Jesus
Study: Philippians 3:8-11 The prize of the eyes - gaining Jesus

Week 7: Philippians 3:8-16
Talk: Philippians 3:8-16 Eyes on the prize - our prize is yet to come
Study: Philippians 3:12-16 Eyes on the prize - living looking at heaven

Week 8: Philippians 3:17-4:9
Talk: Philippians 3:17-4:1 Stand firm in Jesus while we wait for him
Study: Philippians 4:4-9 Rejoice, pray, think

Week 9: Philippians 4:10-19
Talk: Philippians 4:10-13 Being content in everything
Study: Philippians 4:14-19 Pleasing God by caring for people

Week 10: Philippians 4:20-23
Talk: Philippians overview - eyes on the prize
Study: Overview/Recap + 4:20-23 God deserves the glory



Infants  
Program
God’s big mission
11th October  
The gospel is for all nations  
- Acts 1:1-11
18th October  
Zealous Saul  
- Acts 1:8, 7:54-8:1, 9:1-2
25th October  
Man on a mission  
- Acts 9:1-22
1st November  
Enemies or friends  
- Acts 9:23-31
8th November  
Joining forces for God  
- Acts 11:19-30
15th November  
First missionary journey  
- Acts 13:1-5, 13-30
22nd November  
God enables people to believe  
- Acts 16:10-15
29th November  
Can’t stop God’s big mission  
- Acts 16:16-36
6th December  
Jesus is Paul’s 1st priority  
- Acts 21-23
13th December  
Following Jesus at all times  
- Acts 25:1-11, 27, 28
20th December  
We are the ends of the earth  
- Ephesians 2

Preschool 
Program
11th October 
Jesus told people about God

18th October 
Jesus is God’s son (Revision)

25th October 
The disciples were special friends

1st November 
Jesus wanted children to be His friends

8th November  
Zacchaeus

15th November 
Mary and Martha

22nd November  
We can be Jesus’ friend

29th November  
The angel and Mary

6th December  
The birth of Jesus

13th December  
The shepherds visit Jesus

20th December 
The wisemen visit Jesus

27th December 
Anna and Simeon

3rd January  
Boy Jesus in the temple

10th January 
John the Baptist and Jesus’ baptism

17th January 
Jesus’ temptation

24th January 
Who is Jesus? (Revision)



INFANTS (kindy, year 1 and 2)
This term we are going to be hitting the book of Acts, focusing in on Paul. The big theme 
will be seeing the way the gospel spread in the early days of Christianity, and particularly 
picking up how it spread to the gentiles. We are calling it God’s big mission, because it 
was his mission to see the gospel go out. There will be strong application points focused 
towards the kids being on mission, which will coincide well with events coming up such 
as Carols and Summerfest. 

There is a particular focus throughout Acts on the spreading of the gospel to not only 
Jews, but also to Gentiles. In Acts 1:8 Jesus says to his disciples “But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth”. The rest of Acts follows the 
movements of the early Christians as they seek to take the gospel to these four areas. 

Paul’s focus is particularly to the ends of the earth. His personal commission in  
Acts 9:15-16 shows that God has plans for him to be the one that would take the gospel 
to the ends of the earth. And so that is what we follow as we go through Acts. 

Although it doesn’t seem to jump straight out at us, the theme of the gospel going to the 
Gentiles as well is HUGE throughout the New Testament. It is a super profound thing 
that in Christ, God is making a new creation. Not Jew, not Gentile but a new creation!

PRESCHOOL
We have had an awesome year in our Preschool classes at EV Kids this year! I know 
that the whole EV Kids preschool team will agree with me that it is a great joy to serve 
the little people in our church and to see God at work growing our little ones in their 
understanding and love of Him and His Son Jesus. 

It has been good to study 1 Peter together as a church this term. It’s reminded me of 
how far the world has shifted away from God and the need we have to stand firm in 
gospel truth. It has also reminded me of how important our ministry to young children 
is. Research indicates our basic worldview is said to be formed by the time we reach 
age 9. If we want our children to have a worldview with God at the centre we need to 
start them off well. There are so many things competing for their attention - media, 
technology, peers. They need to know God’s view…that the world is about Him. That He 
made them. That they belong to Him and that He loves them so much He sent Jesus. 
That’s our prayer for preschoolers….that God would use us to build strong foundations of 
gospel understanding and not just the preschoolers here in church with us. We want to 
see God’s truth go out to preschoolers and their families all over the coast and beyond. 


